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CHAPTER I. 



IN ^ remote part of the county of Pern* 
broke, is ah old building, formerly of 
great ftrength, and inhabited for centuries 
by the ancient family of Mowbray ; to the 
fole remaining branch of which it ftill be- 
longed, tho^ it was, at the time this hiftory 
commences, inhabited only by fervants; 
and the greater part of it wa^ gone to decay. 
A feW rooms only had been-occafioi>ally.^ 
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repaired to accommodate the proprietor, 
when he found it neceflary to come there to 
receive his rents, or to infpeft the condition 
of the eftate ; which however happened fo 
feldom, that during the twelve years he had 
been mailer of it, he had only once vifited 
the caftle for a few days. The bufinefs that 
related to the property round it (which was 
very confiderable) was condudted by a 
fteward grown grey in the fervice of the fe- 
mily, and by an attorney from London, 
who came once a year to hold the courts. 
And an old houfekeeper, a fervant who 
waited on her, the fteward, and a labourer 
who was kept to look after his horfe and 
work in that part of the garden which yet 
bore the veftige of cultivation, were now 
all its inhabitants, except a little girl, of 
whom the houfekeeper had the care, and 
who was believed to be the natural, daughter 
of that elder brother, by whofe death Lord 
Montreville, the prefent pofTeffor, became 
entitled to die eftate. 

This nobleman, while yet a younger fon, 
was (by the partiality of hi^ mother, who 

had 
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had been an heirefs, and that of fome other 
female relations) mafter of a property nearly 
equal to what he inherited by the death of 
his brother, Mr, Mowbray. 

He had been originally defigned for the 
law ; but in confequence of being entitled to 
the large eftate which had been his mother's, 
and heir, by will, to all her opulent family, 
he had quitted that profeflion, and at the age 
of about four and twenty, had married Lady 
Eleonore Delamere, by whom he had a fon 
and two daughters, 

The illuftrious family from which Lady 
Eleonore defcended, became extindt in the 
male line by the premature death of her two 
brothers; and her ladyfliip becoming fole 
heirefe, her hufband took the name of De- 
lamere ; and obtaining one of the titles of 
the lady's father, was, at his death, created 
Vifcount Montreville* Mr. Mowbray died 
before he was thirty, in Italy; and Lord 
Montrevilie, on taking pofleffion of Mow- 
bray Caftle, found there his infant daughter. 

Her mother had died foon after her birth ; 
and flie had been fent from France, where 

(he 
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fhe was born, and put under die care of 
Mrs. Carey, die houfekeeper, who was ten- 
derly attached to her, having been the at- 
tendant of Mr. Mowbray from his earlieft ' 
infancy. 

Lord Montreville fuffered her to remain 
in the fituation in which he found her, and 
to go by the name of Mowbray : he allowed 
. for the trifling charge of her board and ne- 
ceflary cloaths in the fteward's account, the 
, examination of which was : for fome years 
the only cirjcumftance that reminded him of 
.theexiftence of the iinfoitunate orphan. 

With no other notice, from her father's fe- 
.mily, Emmeline had attained her tweKth 
year ; an age at which flie would have been 
{left in the moft profound ignorance, if her 
^uncommon imderftanding, and unwearied 
application, had not fupplied the deficiency 
of her inftruftors, and conquered the dif- 
. advantages of her fituation. 

Mrs. Carey could indeed read with tole- 
rable fluency, and write an hand hardly 
legible : and Mr. Williamfon, the old 
,fteward, had been fpra^erly a good penman^ 

an4 
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ailQ was flill a proficient in accounts.. Both 
were anxious to give their little charge all 
the inftrudtion they covild : but without the 
quicknefs and attention (he fhewed to what*- 
ever they attempted to teach> fuch precep- 
tors could have done little. 

Emmeline had a kind of intuitive know- 
ledge; and comprehended every thing with 
a facUity that foon left her inftrudtors be- 
hind her. The precarious and negleAed ^ 
iituation in which flie lived, troubled not 
the innocent Emmeline. Having never 
experienced any other, (he felt no unea(inefs 
at her prefent lot ; and on the future (he was 
not yet old enough to reflect. 

Mrs. Carey was to her in place of the^ 
mother (he had never known ; and the old 
fteward, (he was accuftomed to call father. 
The death of this venerable fervant was the 
firft forrow Emmeline ever felt : returning 
late one evening,' in the winter, from a 
neighbouring town, he attempted to crofs 
a ford, where the waters being extremely 
out, he was carried down by the rapidity of 
the current. His horfe was drowned ; and 

. ^ tho* 



6 EMMELINE, 

tho* he was himfelf rcfcued from the flood 
by fome peafants who knew him, and car- 
ried to the caftle, he was fo much bruifed, 
and had fuffered fo much from cold, that 
he was taken up fpeechlefs, and continued 
fo for the few hours he furvived the acci- 
dent. 

Mrs. Carey, who had lived in the fame- 
houfe with him near forty years, felt the 
fincereft concern at his death \ with which 
it was necelTary for her immediately to ac- 
quaint Lord Montreville. 

His lordftiip dire&ed his attorney in Lon- 
don to replace him with another; to whom 
Mrs. Carey, with an aching heart, delivered 
the keys of the fteward's room and di'awers. 

Her health, which was before declining, 
received a rude fliock from die melancholy 
death of Mr. Williamfon ; and (he and her 
little ward had foon the mortification of 
feeing he was forgotten by all but them- 
felves. 

Frequent and fevere attacks of the gout 
now made daily ravages in the conftitution 
of Mrs. Carey ; and her illnefs recurred fa 

often. 
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often, that Emmeline, now almoft fourteen, 
began to refieft on \vhat (he (hould do, if 
Mrs. Carey died : and thefe refleftions oc* 
cafionally gave her pain. But fhe was not 
yet of an age to confider deeply, or to dwell 
long on gloomy fubjedts. Her mind, how- 
ever, gradually expanded, and her judg- 
ment improved: for among the deferted 
rooms of this once noble edifice, was a 
library, which had been well furnifhed with 
the books of thofe ages in which they had 
been coUefted. Many of them were in 
black letter; and fo injured by time, that 
the moft indefatigable antiquary could have 
made nothing of them. 

From thefe, Emmdine turned in defpair 
to fome others of more modern appearance ; 
which, tho* they alfo had fufFered from the 
dampnefs of the room, and in fome parts 
were almoft effaced with mould, were yet 
generally legible. Among them, were Spen- 
cer and Milton, two or three volumes of 
the Spectator, an old edition of Shakefpeare^ 
and an odd volume or two of Pope. 

Thefe, together with fome trafts of de- 
votion, which fhe knew would be very 
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acceptable to Mrs. Carey, (he cleaned by 
degrees from the duft with which thiey were 
covered, and removed into the houfekecp- 
er's room ; where the village carpenter ae^ 
commodated her with a (helf, on which, 
with great pride of heart, 0ie placed her 
new acquifitioos. 

The difmanded windows, and broken 
floor of the Ubrary, prevented her conti- 
nuing there long together: but fhe fire- 
quendy renewed her fearch, and with 
infinite pains examined all the piles of 
books, fome of which lay tumbled in heaps 
on the floor, other? promifcuoufly placed 
on the fhelves, where the fwallow, the fpar- 
row, and the daw, had found habitadons 
for many years : for as the prefent propri- 
etor had determined to lay out no more than 
was abfolutely neceflary to keep one end of 
the caftle habitable, the library;, which was 
in the moft deferted part of it, was in a 
ruinous ftate, and had long been entirely 
forfaken. 

Emmeline, however, by her unwearied 
refearches, nearly completed feveral fets of 
books, in which inflxuftion and amvifement 

B 3 were 
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were happily blended. From them (he ac^ 
quired a tafle for poetry^ and the more 
<»iiamental parts of literature, as well as 
tl^ grounds of that elegant and ufeful 
knowledge, which, if it rendered not her 
life happier, enabled her to fupport, with 
- the dignity of confcious worth, thofe un^ 
dcferved evils with which many of her years 
were embittered. 

Mrs. Carey, now far advanced in life, 
found her infirmities daily increafe. Sh^ 
was often incapable of leaving her chamber 
for many weeks ; during which Emmeline 
attended her with the fblicitude and aifec«- 
lion of a daughter; fcorned not to perform 
the mod humble offices that contributed to 
fter relief; and fat by her whole days, or 
watched her whole nights, with the tender* 
-eft and moft unwearied affiduity^ 

On thofe evenings in fummcr, when her 
attendance could for a few hours be difpenfed 
with, (he delighted to wander among the 
rocks that formed the bold and magnificent 
ix)undary of the ocean, which fprcad its im- 
menfe expanfe of water within half a mile 

B 5 of 
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of the caftle. Simply drefled, and with na 
odier protedion than Providence, (he often 
rambled feveral miles into the country, vi- 
fiting the remote Huts of the fhepherds, 
among the wildeft mountains. 

During the life of Mrs. Mowbray , a fmall 
ftipend had been annually allowed for the 
ufe of the poor : this had not yet been 
withdrawn ; and it now paffed thro* the 
hands of Mrs. Carey, whofe enquiries into 
the immediate neceflities of the cottagers in 
the neighbourhood of the caftle, devolved 
to Emmeline, whenihe was herfelf unable 
to make them. 

The ignorant nifties, who had feen Em- 
melme grow up among them from her ear- 
. liert infancy, and who now beheld her with 
the compaffion as well as the beauty of an 
angel, adminiftering to their neceflities and 
alleviating their misfortunes, looked upon 
her as a fuperior being, and throughout the 
country (he was almoft adored.. 

Perfe&ly unconfcious of thofe attraftioiv 

. which now began to charm every other eye, 

Emmeline had entered her fixteenth year; 

and 
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and the progrefs of her uaderftanding was 
equal to the improvement of her perfjn ; 
which, tho* (he was not perfeftly hand-» 
fome, could not be beheld at firft without 
pleafure, and which the more it was feen 
l^ecame more interefting and engaging, 
• Her figure was elegant and graceful; 
fbmewhat exceeding the middling height. 
Her eyes were blue ; and her hair brown.. 
Her features not very regular; yet there 
was- a fweetnefs in her countenance, when 
fhe fmiled, more charming than the effect 
of the moft regular features could have 
given. Her countenance, open and inge- 
nuous, expreffed every emotion of her 
mind : it had afTumed rather a penfi ve caft ; 
and tho* it occafionally was lighted up by 
vivacity, had been lately frequently over- 
/clouded ; when the fufferings of her only 
friend called forth all the generous fympathy 
of her nature. 

And now the firft fevere misfortune (he 
had known was about to overtake her. Early 
in the fpring of that year, which wfls the 
fixteenth from her birth,. Mrs. Carey had 

felt 
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felt an attack of the gout, which however 
was lliort ; and her health feemed for fomc 
time afterwards more fettled than it had been 
for many months. She was one evening 
preparing to go down to the village, lean- 
ing on the arm of Emmeline, when (he 
fuddenly complained of an acute pain in her 
head, and fell back into a chair. The af- 
frighted girl called for afliftance, and en- 
deavoured by every means in her power to 
recover her: but it was impoffible; the 
gout had feized her head ; and cafting on 
Emmeline a look which feemed to expreft 
all (he felt at leaving her thus defolate and 
friendiefs, her venerable friend, after a 
ihort ftruggle, breathed her laft. 

What fhould Emmeline now do? Ift 
this diftrefs (the firft Ihe had ever known) 
how (hould (he aft ? She faw, in the life- 
lefs corps before her, the perfon on whom 
fhe had, from her firft recollection, been 
accuftomed to rely ; who had provided for 
all her wants, and prevented every care for 
herfelf. And now (lie was left to perform 
for this dear friend the laft fad offices, and 

knew 
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knew not what would hereafter be her own 
lot. 

In ftrcmg and excellent underftandings 
there is, in every . period of life, a force 
which difbrefs enables them to exert, and 
which prevents their finking under the pref- 
fure of thofe evils which overwhelm and 
fiibdue minds more feeble and unequaL 

The fpirits of Emmeline were yet un- 
broken by afflidtion, and her underftanding 
wa^ of the firft rank. She poffeffed this na- 
tive firmnefs in a degree very unufual to -her 
age and fex. Inftead therefore of giving 
way to tears and exclamations, (he confi- 
derecj how (he (hould beft perform all (he 
now could do for her deceafed friend ; and 
having feen every proper care taken of her 
remains, and given orders for every thing 
relative to them, with the folemn ferenity of 
fetded fbrrow, (he retired to her room^ 
where (he began to refled on her irreparable 
lofs, and the melancholy fituation in which 
fhe Was. kfi ; which (he never had CQurage 
to cQnfido- clofely till it was actually before 
licr* 

Painful 



Painfiil indeed were the thoughts that 
now crouded on her mind : encreafing the 
anguifli of her fpirit f Dr her recent misfor- 
tune. She confidered herfelf as a being be- 
longing to nobody ; as having no right to 
claim the protedion of any one ; no power 
to procure for herfelf the neceffaries of life. 
On . the fteward Maloney (he had long 
looked with difgoft, from the affured and 
forward manner in which he thought proper 
to treat her. The freedom of his behaviour, 
which (he could with difficulty reprefs while 
Mrs* Carey lived, might now, (he feared, ap- 
proach to more infulting familiarity ; to be 
expofed to which, entirely in his^ power, and 
without any female companion, filled her 
with the moft alarming apprehen(ions : and 
the more her mind dwelt on that circumftance 
the more (he was terrified at the profpedt 
before her; infomuch, that (he would im- 
mediately have quitted the houfe— But whi- 
ther could (he go ? ' 

: By abruptly leaving the afylum Lx)rd 
MontreviUe had hitherto allowed her, (he 

feared 
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feared (he might fixfeit all daim to liis fu- 
ture protedtion : and, unknown as (he was 
to the principal inhabitants of the country, 
who were few, and their houfes at a great 
diftance, fhe could hardly hope to be re- 
ceived by any of thenL 

She had therefore no choice left but to 
remain at the caftle till fhe heard from Lord 
Montreville : and ftie determined to ac- 
quaint ^ his lordfliip of the death of Mrs. 
Carey, and defire to receive his commands 
as to herfelf. 

Fatigued and opprefled, Ihe retired to 
bed, but not to fleep. The image of her 
Expiring proteftrefs was ftill before her eyes ; 
and if exhaufted nature forced her to give * 
way to a momentary forgetfulncfs, (he foon 
ftarted from her imperfedt flumber, and 
fancied (he heard the voice of Mrs. Carey, 
calling on her for help r and her laft groan 
ftrll vibrated in her ears ! — while the ftillnefs 
of the night, interrupted only by the cries 
of the owls who haunted the ruins, added 
to the gloomy and mournful fcnfations of 
her mind* 

At 
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At length however the fun arofe — the 
furrounding objedts loft die horror that dark- 
pefs and filence had lent them — and Emmc* 
line fell into a (hort but rcfrelhing rcpofc. 



CHAPTER U. 



AS foon as Emmeline arofe the next 
morning, (he addreffed the following 
letter to Lord Montreville^ 

*^ My Lord, 

*^ In the utmoft affliftion, I addrefs my- 
^^ felf to your lordlhip, to acquaint you 
^* Vith the death of Mrs. Carey, after an « 
*' ilbiefi of a very few moments : by which 
'* unhappy event I have loft a friend who 
•* has indeed been a mother to me; and am 
^ now left at the caftle, ignorant of your 
*^ lordfliip^s ple^Iure as to my future refi- 
^* dence, 

** Tou 
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." You win, my Lord, I doubt not, re- 
^^ coUeflt th^t it is, at my time of life, im- 
^^ proper for me to refide here with Mr, 
/^ Maloney; %ad if it be your Lx)rd(hip's 
^^ intention for me to continue here, I hope 
" you will have the goodn^fs to fend down 
>^ fome proper perfon to fill the place of the 
^^ worthy woman I have loft. 

^^ On your IL/Drdfhip's humanity and 
*^ confideration I depend for an early an* 
** fwer : in which hope I have the honor 
^^ to remain, 

*< your Lordfhip's 

^' dutiful and moft humble fervant, 

** Emmeline Mowbray^'* 

Mowbray Caftle^ 
2iJIMay. 

The fame poft carried a letter from Mr. 
Maloney, informing Lord MontreviUe of 
the houfekeeper's death, and defiring di- 
redlions about A*/}, as he clegandy termed 
Emmeline. 

To thefe letters no anfwers were returned 
for upwards of a fortjiight : during which 

melancholy 
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tndancholy interval, Emmeline followed to 
the grave the remains of the friend of her 
infancy, and took a laft farewel of the only 
perfon who feemed interefted for her wel- 
fare. Then returning with ftreaming eyes 
to her own room, fhe threw herfelf on the 
bed, and gave way to a torrent of tears; 
for her fpirits were overcome by the mourn- 
ful fcerie to which (he had juft been a wit- 
nefe, and by the heavy forebodings of futurfe 
forrow which opprefled her heart. 

The troublefome civilities of the few- 
ard Maloney, (he foon found the diffi- 
culty of evadmg. Fearful of offending 
him from whom the could npt efcape, yet 
unable to keep up an intercourf<? of civility 
with a man who would interpret it into an 
encouragement of his prefumptuous atten- 
tions, (he was 'compelled to make ufe of 
an artifice ; , and to plead ill health as an 
excufe for not dining as ufual in the ftew- 
^d*s room : and indeed her uneafinefs and 
grief were fuch as hardly made it a {are- 

tence* 

-After 



C6 






THE ORPHAN OF THECASTLE* 19 

After many <lays of anxious expeftation, 
the following letter arrived from the houfe- 
fteward of Lord Montreville ; as on fuch an 
occafion his Lordftiip did not think it ne- 
ceflary to write himfelf. 

BerkcUy-Square^ June 17, 17— 

Mifs, 

My Lord orders me to acquaint you, 
that in confequence of your's of the 21ft 
ult. informing his Lord(hip of the old 
houfekeeper's, Mrs. Carey's, deceafe, he 
^* has directed Mrs, Grant, his Lord(hip*s 
'^ town houfekeeper, to look out for ano- 
^* ther; and Mrs, Grant has agreed with a 
^^ gentlewoman accordingly, who will be 
^* down at the Caftle forthwith. My Lord 
•* is gone to EfTex ; but has directed me to 
^^ let Mr. Maloney know, that he is to 
** flirnifti you with all things needful fame 
^^ as before. By my Lord^s command, 
^^ from, Mifs, 

*^ your very humble fervant, 

" Richard Maddox.** 

While 
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While Emmelinc waited the expefted ar- 
rival of the perfon to whofe care (he was 
now to be configned, the fitter of Mrs. 
Carey, who was the only relation (he had, 
fent a nephew of her hufband^s to take pof- 
feffion of what efFeds had belonged to her ; 
in doing which, a will was found, in which 
Ihe bequeathed fifty pounds as a teftimony 
of her tender afFeftionto *^ Mifs Emmeline 
*' Mowbray, the daughter of her late dear 
^^ mafter;*' together with all the contents 
of a fmall cheft of drawers, which flood in 
her room. 

The reft of her property, which co|ififted 
of her cloaths and about two hundred 
pounds, which fhe had faved in fervice, be* 
came her fitter's, and were delivered by 
Maloney to the young man commiflioned 
to receive them. "^ 

In the drawers given to her, Emmeline 
found fome fine linen and laces, which had 
belonged to her mother; and tvfo litde filk 
boxes covered with nuns embroidery, which 
feemed not to have been opened for many 

years, 

Enunelitxe 
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Emmeline faw that they were filled with 
* letters : forae of them in a hand which (he 
had been fhewn as her father's. But (he 
left them uninfpeded, and faftened up the 
calkcts ; bcr mind being yet too much af- 
fefted with her lofs to be able to examine 
any thing which brought to her recolletflion 
the fond folicitude of her departed friend. 

The cold and mechanical terms in which 
the fteward's ktter was written, encreafed 
all her uneafy fesurs as to her future prof* 
peds. 

Lx)rd MontreviHe fcemed to feel no kind- 
nefs for her ; nor to give any confideration 
to her forlorn and comfortlefs fituation* 
The officious fineedoms of Maloney en- 
creafed fb much, that fhe was obliged* to 
confine hcifelf almoft entirely to her own 
room ro iavoid him ; and fhe determined, 
that if after the arrival of the companion 
ihe expe6ted, he continued to befiege her 
with fo much impertinent familiarity, fhe 
woiild quit the houfe, tho' compelled to 
^accept the mcancfl fervke for a fubfiflence. 

After 



" i 



22 EMMELINE, 

After a fortnight of expeftation, notice 
was received at the-Caftle, that Mrs. Gar- 
net, the houfekeeper, was arrived at the 
market town. The labourer, with an horfe, 
was difpatched for her, and towards even- 
ing fhe made her entry. 

To Emmeline, who had from her earlieft 
remembrance been accuftomed only to the 
plaineft drefs, and the moft fimple and fober 
manners, the figure and deportment of this 
woman appeared equally extraordinary. 

She wore a travelling drefs of tawdry- 
coloured filk, trimmed with bright green 
^ ribbands^ and her head was cpvered with 
an immenfe black filk hat, from' which de- 
pended many yellow flxeamers; while the 
plumage, with which it was plentifully 
adorned, hung dripping ovef her face, 
from the eflfefts of a thunder (hawer thro' 
which (he had pafTed. Her hair, tho' care- 
fully curled and powdered on her leaving 
London, had been alfo greatly deranged 
in her journey, and defcended, in knotty 
tufts of a dirty yellow, over her cheeks and 
forehead ; adding to the vulgar ferocity of 

aharOi 
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a harili countenance and a coarfe com-* 
plexion. Her figure was uncommonly tall 
and boney ; and her voice fo difcordant and 
ftirill, as to pierce the ear with the moft un* 
pleafent fenfation, and compleat the difa- 
greeabk idea her perfon imprefled. 

Emmeline faw her enter, handed by the 
oiEcious Maloney ; and reprefiing her afto- 
nifliment, fhe arofe> and attempted to fpcak' 
to her: but the contrail between the dirty, 
tawdry, anci difgufting figure before hjcr, 
and ths fober plainnefs and neat fimplicity 
of her Ipft friend, flxuck fo forcjbly on her 
imagination, that fhe burft into tears, and 
was altogether unable to command her emo- 
tion. . 

The fteward.|iaving with great gallantry 
handed in the newly arrived lady, fhe thus 
began : 

" Oh! Lord a marcy on me! — to be 
*^ fliore I begot here at lafl! • But indeed 
^Mf I had a known whereabout I was a 
*^ coming to, *tis not a double the wagers 
*^ as fhould a hired me. Lord ! why what 
*^ a ramfhakel ould place it is ! — and then 

'' fuch 
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^* fuch a monftrous long way from Lon- 
•rdont 1 fuppofe. Sir/' (to Maloney)" 
^^ ats you be the fteward ; and you Mifs, I 
^' reckcMi, be the young Mifs as I be to 
*^ have the eare on. Why to be fure I 
^* did'nt much expeft to fee a chriftian 
** face in fuch an out of the way place. 
" I don't bleve I (hall flay, howfomdever- 
^* Do let me have fome tea : and do you, 
^ Mifs, (hew me whereabout I be to fleep.'* 

Emmeline, flruggling with her diflike, or 
at leaft defirous of concealing it, did not 
venture to truft her voice with an anfwer j 
for hCT heart was too full ; but flepping to 
the door, (he called to the female fervant, 
and ordered her to fhew the lady her room. 
She had herfelf been ufed to (hare that ap- 
propriated to Mrs. Carey ; but (he now re- 
folved to remove her bed into an apartment 
in one of thetiirrets of the caflle, which 
was the only unoccupied room not wholly 
expofed to the wieather. 

This little room had beenfailied by Mrs. 
Mowbray on account of the beautiful prof- 
peft it conijntoded between tixe hills, where 

fuddenly 
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fuddenly finking to the South Weft, they 
made way through a long narrow valley, 
fringed with copfes, for a fmall but lapid 
river; which hurrying among immenfe 
ftones, and pieces of rock that feemed to 
have been torn from the mountains by its 
violence, ruflied into the fea at the'diftance 
of a mile from the caftle. 

This room, now for many years neglefted, 
was much out of repair, but ftill habitable ; 
and tho' it was at a great diftance from die 
rooms ftill occupied, Emmeline chofe ra- , 
ther to take up her abode in it, than partake 
of the apartment which was now to belongto 
Mrs. Garnet : and ftie found reafon to ap- 
plaud herfelf for this determination wheh 
ftte heard the exclamation Mrs, Garnet 
made on entering it-— 

". Lord ! why 'tis but a ftiabbyifli place ; 
*^ and here is two beds I fee. But that 
'* won't fuit me I alshore you. I chufes 
^^ to have a room to myfelf, if it be everfo."'* 

^* Be not in any pain on that* account, 
" Madam," faid Emmeline, who had now 
^olle6ted her thoughts ; '* it is my intention 

Vol. 1/ C '' to 
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** to remove my bed, and I have diredled 
*^ a pediba to ^o it immediately/' 

She then returned into the ft^ward's room, 
where Maloney thus addrefled her — 

^^ Sarvent again, pretty Mifs ! Pray how 
*^ d'ye like our new houfekeeper? Afmart- 
** ifti piece of goods upon my word for 
•^ Pembrokefhire ; quite a London lady, 
^' eh, Mifs ?'' 

^* It is impoffible for me. Sir, to judge 
^* of her yet/' 

« Why- ay, Mifs, as youjufUy obferves, 
** 'tis full early to know what people be; 
*^ but I hope we (hall find her quite the 
^* thing ; and if fo be as (he's but good 
*^ tempered, and agreeable, and the like, 
^' why I warrant we (hall pafs this here fum- 
*^ mer as pleafant as any thing can be« 
^^ And now my dear Mifs, perhaps, may'nt 
*^ be fo ihy and diftant, as (he have got 
** another woman body to keep her com- 
^* pany." 

This eloquent harangue was interrupted 
by the return of Mrs. Garnet, full of anxiety 
for her tea; and in the b\iflie created by 

the 
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the defire of the maid and Moloney to ac- 
commodate her, Enlmeline ittired to her 
new apartment, where (he was obliged to 
attend to the removal of her bed and other 
, things ; and excufing herfclf, under the 
pretence of fatigue, from returning to the 
fteward's room, Ihe pafled fomc time in 
melancholy recoUeftion and more melan- 
choly anticipation, and then retired to reft* 

Some days pafled in murmurs on the 
part of Mrs, Garnet, and in filence on that 
of Emmeline ; who, as foon as (he had 
•iini(hed her (hort repafts, always went to 
her own room. 

After a few weeks, (he discovered that 
the lady grew every day more reconciled to 
her (ituation ; and from the pleafures (he 
apparently took in the gallantries of Malo- 
ney, and his conftant affiduities to her, the 
innocent Emmeline fuppofed tho-e was really 
an attachmentforming between them, which 
would certainly deliver ^her fit>nv the dif- 
pleafing atttotions of the ftewaid. 

Occupied almoft entirely by her books/ 
of which (he every day became more ena- 

C a moured, 
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movired, (he never willingly broke in upon 
a tete'a tete which (he fancied was equally- 
agreeable to all parties ; and (he faw with 
fatisfa6bioii tha? they regretted not her ab- 
fence. 

But the motives of Maloney's attention 
were mifuriderftood. Infen(ible as fuch a 
man muft be fuppofed to the charms of the 
elegant and felf-cultivated mind of Emme- 
line, her perfonal beauty had made a deep 
imprefiion on his hearx ; and he had forixied 
a defign of marrying her, before the death 
of Mrs. Carey, , to whom hQ had onc^ or 
twice mentioned fomething like a hint df 
his wi(hes : but (he had received all his dif- 
co\irfe on that topic with fo much coldnefs, 
and ever fo carefully avoided any conver- 
•fation .that might again lead to it, that1>e 
had been deterred from entirely explaining 
himfelf. Now, however, he thought the 
time was arrived, when he might make a 
more fuccefsful application ; for he nev^r 
doubted but that Mrs.. Garnet would ob- 
4:ainj over the tender and ingenuous mind of 

Emmeline, 
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Emmeline, an influence as great as had 
been poflefled by Mrs. Carey. 

Nor did he apprehend that a fiiendlefs 
orphan, without fortune or connexions, 
would want much perfuafion to marry a 
young man of handfome figure (as he con- 
ceived hinifelf to be) ; who was eftablilhed 
in a profitable place, and had fome de- 
pendence of his own. 

The diftance which Emmeline had al- 
ways obliged him to obferve, he imputed 
to the timidity of her nature; which he 
hoped would be leffened by the free and 
familiar manners of her prefent companion^ 
whofe converfation was very unlike what 
(he had before been accuftomed to hear 
from Mrs. Carey. 

Imprefled \Vith thefe ideas, he paid his 
court moft affiduo\ifly to the houfekeeper, 
who put down all his tompliments to die 
account of her own attraitions ; and was 
extremely pleafed with her. conqueft^ 
which (he exhaufted all her etequence and 
aU her wardrobe to fecure. 

C 3 C H A P- 
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CHAPTER IIL 



IN this fituation were the inhabitants of 
Mowbray Caftle ; when, in the begin*- 
ning of July, orders were received, from 
Lord Montreville, to fet workmen imme- 
diately about repairing the whole end of 
the caflle which was yet habitable ; as his 
fon, Mr. Delamere, intended to come down 
early in the Autumn, to Ihoot, for fome 
weeks, in Wales. His lordfhip added, 
that it was pofnble he might himfelf be 
there alfo for a few weeks ; and therefore 
dire6led feveral bed-chainbers to be re- 
paired, for which he would fend down fur- 
niture from London. 

No time was loft in obeying thefe di- 
re&ions. Workmen were immediately pro- 
cured, and the utmoft expedition ufed to 
put the place in a fituation to receive its 
mafter : while Emmelinc^ who forefaw that 
the arrival of Lord Montreville would 

probably 
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probably occafion fome change in regard 
to herfelf, and who thought that every 
change muft be for thebctter, beheld theCe 
preparations with pleafure. 

All had been ready fome weeks, and the 
time fixed for Mr, Delamere's journey 
elapfed, but he had yet given no nonce of 
his arrival. 

At lengdi, towards thfe middk of Sep* 
tember, they were one evening alarmed by 
the noi^ of horfes on the afcent to the 
c^e. 

En\meline retired to her own room, fear- 
ful of (he knew not what; while Mrs. 
Garnet and Maloney flew eagerly to the 
door, where a French valet, and an Enghfh 
groom with a led horfe, prefented them- 
felves, and were ufliered into the old 
kitchen ; the dimenfions of which, black- 
ened as it was with the fmoke of ages, and 
provided with the immenfe utenfils of an- 
cient hofpitality, failed not to amaze them 
both. 

The Frenchman exprefled his wonder 
and diflike by feveral grimaces ; and then 

C 4 addrefling 



22 E M M E L I N I, 

addrefling himfelf to Mrs Garnet, ex- 
claimed — ^* Pefte ! Milor croit'il qu'on 
^* peut fubfifter dans cette efpece d'enfcr ? 
^' Montrce moi les apartements de Mon- 
'' fiexir." 

^^ Oh, your name is Mounfeer, is it ?" ^ 
anfwered fbe-r^^ Aye, 1 thought fo — what 
'* would you pleafe to have, MoTinfeer ?/* 
"^Diable!" cried the diftreffed valet; 
*' voici urie femme audi fauvage que le 
*' lieu qu*elk habite. Com, com, yoUj 
'^ Jean Groom, fpeak littel to dis voman 
^^ pour moi." 

, With the help of John, who had been 
fome time ufed to his mode of explain- 
ing himfelf, Mrs. Ga.rnet underftood that 
Mounfeer defired to be fliewn the apart- 
ments deftined for his mafter, which he 
. affiduoufly ^'flifted in preparing ; aiid then 
feeing the woman bufied in following his 
directions, he attempted to return to his 
companion ; but by milling a turning which 
fhould have carried him to the kitchen, he 
was bewildered among the long galleries 
and obfcure paffages of the caftle, and 

after 
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after feveral efforts, could neither find his 
way back to the woman, nor into the 
kitchen ; but continued to blunder about 
till the encreafing gloom, which approach- 
ing night threw over the arched and ob- 
feure apartments, through windows dim ^ 
with painted glafs, filled him with appre- 
hehfion and difinay, and he believed he 
Ihould wander there the whole night; in 
which fear he began to make a ftrange 
noife for afliftance ; to which nobody at- 
tended, for indeed nobody for fome time 
heard him. His terror encreafing, he con- 
tinued to traverfeone of the paflages, when 
a door at the corner of it opened, and Em- 
meline came our. 

The man, whofe imagination was by 
this time filled with ideas of fpe6tres,> flew 
back at her fudden appearance, and added 
the contortions of fear to his otherwife gro- 
tefque appearance, in a travelling jacket of 
white cloth, laced, and his hair in pa- 
pillotes, 

Emmeline, immediately comprehending 
diat it was one of Mr. Delamere's fervants, 

C 5 enquired 
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enquired what he wanted ; and die msuXp 
re-aflured by her voice and figure, which 
there was yet light enough to difcem, ap- 
proached her, and endeavoured to explain 
^lat he had loft himfelf, in a language 
which> thpugh Emmeline did not under- 
(land, (he knew to be French. 

She walked with him therefore to the 
gallery which opened to the great Aak" 
cafe, from whence he could hardly miftake 
his way ; where having pointed it to him, 
Ihe turned back towards her own room. 

But Millefleur, who had now had an 
opportunity to contemplate the perfon'of 
his condudrefs, was not difpofed fo eafily 
to part with her. 

By the extreme finiplicity of her drcfs, he 
believed her to be only fome fair villager, 
or an afliftant to the houfekeeper; and 
therefore without cerehioi>y he began in 
broken Englifh to proteft his admiration, 
and feized her hand with an impertinent 
freedom extremely (hocking to Emmelihe. 

She fnatched it from him 5 And flying 
haftily back through thofe palTages which 

all 
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all his courage did not fuffice to make him 
attempt exploring again^ (he regained her 
turret, the do* of which (he inftantly 
locked and bolted; then breathlefs with' 
fear and anger, (he reflefted on the flrange ' 
and unpleafantfcene (he had pa(red through^ 
and felt gready humbled, to find diac flie 
was now likely to be expofed to the info- 
lent familiarity of fervants, from which (he 
knew, not whether the prefence of the ma(ier 
would protect her. 

While (he fufFered the angui(h the(e 
thoughts brought with them, Millefleur 
travelled back to the Kitchen, where he 
began an oration in his own language oa 
the beauty of the young woma^ he had 
met with. 

Neither Mrs, Garnet nor Maloney un^' 
derftood what he was faying; but John, 
who had been in France, and knew a good 
deal of the language^ told them that he had 
ieen a very pretty girl, in whofe proiit he' 
^was holding forth. 

" Why,. Lord/' exclaimed Mrs. Gan* 
ftc^ " Ms our Mifs as Mounfeer means;. 

'' I had 
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^^ I had a quite forgot the child ; I'll go 
^^ call her; but howfomdever Mounfeer 
^^ won't be able to get a word out of her; 
*^ if (he's a beauty, I afshore you 'tis a 
*^ dumb beauty." 

.rMaloney, by no means pleafed with 
Millefleur's difcovery, would willingly 
have prevented the houfekeeper's complai- 
fance; but not knowing how to do it, he 
-was obliged to let her afcend to Emmeline, 
whofe door (he found locked. 

." Mifs! Mifs!" cried (he, rapping 
loudly, ^* you muft come down." 

* ' Is my Lord or Mr. Delamere arrived ? " 
aiquired Emmeline. 

** No,'^ replied Mrs. Garnet, ** neither 
^^ of em be'nt come yet ; but here's my 
*' Lord's waley de (ham, and another far- 
•^ vent, ,and you'll come down to tea to be 
*/ fure.". 

*' No," faid Emmeline, ** you niuft 
*f excufe me, Mrs. Garnet. I am not very 
*^ well ; and if I were, (liould decline ap- 
** pearing to thefe people, with whom, 

perhaps/ 
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*^ perhaps, it may not be my Lord's defign 
^^ that I (hould aflbciate." 

" People!'' exclaimed Mrs. Garnet; 
^^ as to people, I do fuppofe that for all 
^' one of them is a Frenchman, they be as 
good as other folks ; and if I am agree- 
able to let them drink tea in my room, 
*^ fure you, Mifs, mid'nt be fo fqueamifti. 
*^ But do as you pleafe;. .for my parti 
*^ (han't court beauties," 

So faying, the angry houfekeeper de- 
fcended to her companions, to whom (he 
complained of the pride and ill manners of 
Mifs ; while Maloney rejoiced at a re- 
ferve fo favourable to the hopes he enter- 
tained, . 

' Emmeline determined to remain as much 
as poflible in her own room, 'till Lord 
Montreville or Mr. Delamere came, and 
then to folicit her removal. 
. She therefore continued pofitively to re- 
fufe to appear to the party below ; and or- 
dered the maid fervant to bring her dinner 
intp her own room, which (he never quitted 

^tiU 
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*till towards evening, to purfue hernTual 
walks. 

On the third afternoon fubEequent to the 
arrival of Mr. Delantiere's avant-couriers, 
Emmeline w<en£ down to the fea fide, and 
feating herfdf on a fragment of rock, fixed 
her eyes infenfibly on the r^ftlefs waves 
that broke at her feet. The low muraiurs 
of the tide rairing on the fands ; the figh- 
ing of the wind among the rocks which 
hung over her head, cloathed with long 
grafs and marine plants ; the noife of the 
fea fowl going to their nefls among the cliffs ; 
threw her into a profound reverie. 

She forgot awhile all her apprehended^ 
misfortunes, a fort of ftuportook poffeffion 
of her fenfes, and (he no longer remem- 
bered how the time had paffed there, which 
already exceeded two hours ; though the 
moon, yet in its encreafe, was arifen, and 
threw a long line of radiencc on the water. 

Thus loft in indiftinft rcfleftions, jDhe 
wasunconfciousof the fiirrounding objefts, 
when the hafty tread of fi)mehody on the. 
pebbles behind her, made her fuddenly re- 

CoUedl 
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coUeft herfelf ; and though accuftomed C9 
be Co much alone, (heilartedtnfmiealanxi 
inr remembering the hoe hour, and the (bli* 
tary pkce where (be was. 

A man aj^roachi^ her, in whom with 
fatis^dion fherecolie^Bd a young peafanc 
of the village, who was frequmtly employed 
in mellages from the caftle* 

" Mifs Emmy/\faid die lad, •* you 
« are wanted at home; for there is my 
" Lord his ownfelf, and the young Lord^ 
^^ and more gentlefolks come ; fo Madam 
^^ Garnet fentme to look for you aU about.** 

Emmeline, hiuxied by this intelligence^ 
walked haftily away with the young villager^ 
and foon arrived at the caftle. j 

The wind had blown her beautiful 
hair about her face, and the glow of her 
cheeks was heightened by exercife and ap* 
prehenfion* A more lovely figure than (he 
now appeared could hardly be imagined* 
She had no time to refleft on the interview ; 
but haftencd immediately into . the parlour 
where Lord Montreville was fitting with 
Jiis fon; Mn Fitz-Edward, who was a 

young 



jiouhg officer, • his friend, diftandy related 
to the. feimily ; and Mr, Headly, a man 
celebrated ior.his knowledge of rural im- 
provements, whom Lord Moiitreville had 
brought down *^ to have his opinion of the 
pofiibilky of rendering Mowbray Caftle a 
r^fidence fit for his family for a few months 
in the yean 

f Lord Mdntrieville was about five and 
forty years old. His ggneral character was 
rpfpe(5able. He had acquitted himfelf with 
honor in the fenate ; and in private life had 
(hewn great regularity and good condudl. 
3ut he had bafked perpetually in the fun- 
l|iine of profperity ; and his feelings, not na- 
turally veiy acute, were blunted by having 
neve; fuffered in his own perfon any unea- 
finefs which might have taught him fenfi- 
bility for that of others. 

To this caufe it was probably owing, 
that he never reflefted on the impropriety 
pf receiving his niece before flrangers ; and 
that he ordered Emmeline to be introduced 
into the room where they were all fitting 
together* 

Having 



THE ORPHAN OF THE CASTLE. 41 

Having once feen Emmeline a child of 
five or fix years old ; he ftill formed an idea 
of her as a child ; and adverted not to the 
change that almoft nine years had made in 
her perfon and manners ; it was therefore 
with fome degree ! of furprize^ that inftead 
of the. child he expefted, he faw a tall, ele- 
gant young woman, whofe air, though ti- 
midity was the moft confpicuous in it, had . 
yet much of dignity and grace, and in 
whofe face he faw the features of his brb- 
ther, foftened into feminine beauty. j 

The apathy which profperity had taught - 
him, gave way for a moment to his fur- 
prize at the enchanting figure of his niece. 

He arofe, and approached her. — '^ Mifs 
*^ Mowbray ! how amazingly you* are 
*^ grown ! I am glad to fee you.'* He 
took her hand ; while Emmeline, trembling 
and blufhing, endeavoured to recolledt 
herfelf, and faid— 

** 1 thank you, my Lord, and I am 
^* happy in having an opportunity of pay- 
*^ ing my refpei5ls to your Lordlhip.'' 

He^ 
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He led her to a feat^ and again repeated 
his wonder to find her fo much grown. 

Delamere> who had been (landing at the 
fire converfingwith Fitz-Edward, now ad- 
vanced, and defired his &ther to introduce 
him; which ceremony being pafled, he 
drew a chair clofe to th^ in which Ejiune- 
line was placed; and fixing his eyes on 
her hce with a look of admiration and en- 
qniry that extremely abashed her, he Teemed 
to-be examining the beauties of that lovely 
and interefling countexsance which had fo 
immediately dazzled and furprized him. 

Fitz*»Edward, ^youngfoldier, rdatedto 
the family of Lady Monitxeville, was almofl' 
conftanyy^the companion of Delamere, and 
had expeftations that the interefl Lord 
Montreville poffefled would be exerted to 
advance him in his profeffion. His man- 
ner was very iniinuating, and his perfon 
uncommonly elegant. He afTedled to be 
a judge as well as an admirer of beauty, and 
feemed to behold with approbation the fair 
inhabitant ofthecaftleiwho, with heightened 
blulhes, and averted looks, waited in filence 

'tUl 



THE ORPHAN OF THE CASTLE. 43 

'till Lord Mbntreville Oxmld again addrefs 
her^ which he at length did. 

" I was fortyi Mift Mowbray, to hear 
" of the death of dd Carey/' 

The t&u^ flatted into the eyes (^Emnie* 
line. 

^^ She was an excellent fervant, and fcrvcd 
*' the family feithfully nmny years." 

Poor Enimeline felt the tears M on her 
bofom. 

^^ But however (he was old ; ztA had 
*^ been, I fuppofe, long infirm. ! hope 
*^ the pcrfon who now fills her place has 
*^ fupplied it to y6ur fatisfaftion ?" 

^^ Ye— s, yes, liiy Lx>rd ;** inarticulately 
fobbed Emmeline, quite overccxne by the 
mention of her old friend. 

^* I dare fay flie does,*' refumed his 
Lordfhip ; ^^ for Grant, of whom Lady 
^* Montreville has a very high opinion, 
" aflured her Lady (hip fhe was well re- 
*^ commended." 

Emmeline now found her emoticwa very 

painful; (he dieref(ire wk Ik> go, and 

curtfeying 
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cuitfeying to Lord Montreville, tried to 
xvifti him good night. 

^^ A good night to you, Mifs Mowbray/' 
faid he, riling. Delamere darted from his 
chair; and taking her hand, delired to 
have the honor of conduding her to her 
room. But this was a gallantly his father 
by no mfeans approved. "No, Frederic,** 
faid hc^ taking himfdf the hand he held, 
^* you will give me leave to fee . Mifs 
^^ Mowbray to the door."' He led her thi- 
ther, and then Ixwing, lii^iftied hei: again 
good night- • 

Emmeline hurried to her room ; where 
flie endeavoured to recoUeft her diflipated 
fpirits, and to confider in what way it 
would be proper .for her to addrefs Lord 
Montreville the next day^ to urge her re- 
queft of a removal from the caftie. 

, Mrs. Carey hapd a fifter' who refided at 
Swanfeain Glamorganfliire ; Xvhere her huf- 
band had a little place in the excife, and 
where £he had a frfidi houfe, part of which 
(he bad beei^ aj:^iiftofiipd tg let to thofe 
■ , who 
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who frequented* the place for the benefit of 
fea-bathing. 

She was ^Id, and without any family of 
her own; and prnmeBne, "to whom (he 
was the more agreeable as being the fifter 
■ of Mr^C^rey/ thought (he might refide with 
her with propriety and comfort, if Lord 
Montreville would allowlier a I'mall annual 
flipend for her cloatlis.and board* ' 

While fhe was confida"ing in what man- 
ner to'addrefs herfelf t6 his'Lordftiip the 
. next day, the gendemen .were talking df 
the perfections of die nymph of the caftlC; 
by which name Defcunere toafted her at 
^pper. : 

Lord Montreville, who did' not feem 
.particularly delighted with the praife' his 
fon fo warmly beftowed, faid^ — 

"Why furely, Frederic, you are un- 
^^ commonly eloquent oh behalf of yoiir 
" Welch coufin/' 

^^ Faith, my Lord,*^ anfvvered Dela- 
mere, " I Hke her fo well that I think 
^^ it's a little unlucky I did not come alone. 

" My Welch coufin is the very thing for sl 
^ teteat^te,'' 
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^^ Yes/' faid Lord Montrevillc, care-^ 
Ickly, ^^ (he is really grown a good fine 
young woman. Don't you think fo, 
George?" addrefling himfelf to Fitz- 
Edward, 

^^ I do indeed^ my Lord/' anfwered 
he; ^^ and here's Mr* Headly, tho' an 
"^^ old married man^ abfolutely petrified 
*^ with admiration." 

•^ Upon my foul, Headly," continued 
Delamere, ^^ I already begin to fee great 
^^ capabilities aboutthis venerable maniion. 
^^ I think I (hall take to it, as my fa- 
*^ ther offers it me; efpecially as 1 fup- 
•* pofe Mifs Emmeline is to be included 
*^ in the inventory/* 

" Come, come, Frederic," faid Lord 
Montreville, gravely, ^^ no light con* 
^* verfation on the fubjeft of Mifs Mow- 
*^ bray. She is under my care; and I 
•* muft have her treated with propriety." 
His Lordfhip immediately changed the 
difcourfe, 'and foon after complaining of 
l^eing fatigued^ retired to his chamber. 

CHAP- 
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C H A P T E R IV. 



LORD 'Montreville, whofe firft objea 
was his fon, had obferved, with fome 
alarm, the immediate impreflion he feemed 
to have received from the beauty of Em- 
meline. 

The next day, he made fome farther re- 
marks on his attention to her when they 
met atNdinner, which gave him ftill more 
tineafinefs ; and he accufcd himfelf of great 
indifcretion in having thrown an objedt, 
whofe lovelinefs he could not help acknow- 
ledging, in the way of Delamere, whofe 
ardent and impetuous temper he knew fo 
well. This gave his behaviour to Emme- 
line an air of coldnefs, and even of difplea- 
fure, which prevented her fummoning cou- 
rage to fpeak to him in the morning of the 
day after his arrival : and the evening 
afforded her no opportunity ; for Lord 
Montreville, determined to keep her as 

trxwh 
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much as poflible out of the fight of Dela- 
mere, did not fend for her down to fupper, 
and had privately refolved to remove her 
as foon as poflible to fome other refidence. 

Thus his apprehenfions leaft his fon 
fhould form an attachment prejudicial Co 
hi^ ambitious views, produced in his Lord- 
lhip*s mind a refolution in regard to plac- 
ing more properly his orphan niece, which 
no confideration, had it related merely to 
herfelf, would probably have effeded. 

At fupper, Delamere enquired eagerly 
for his ^' lovely coufin," To which Lord 
Moritreville drily anfwered, *^ that (he did 
*^ not, he believed, (up below." 

But the manner of this enquiry, and the 
anxious looks Delamere direfted towards 
the door, together with his repeated quef- 
tions, increafed all Lord Montreville's fears, 
: He went to bed out of humour rather 
with himfelf than his fon ;• and rifing early 
the next morning, enquired for Mifs Mow- 
bray, 

' Mifs Mowbray was walked out, as was 
her cuftom, very early, no one knew whi- 
ther. 
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He leaned alfo that Mn Delamere was 
gone 'out with his gun without Fitz-Ed- 
ward; who not being very fond of field 
fpdrt^, had agreed to join him at a later 
hour. 

He immediately fancied that Delamere 
and Emmeline might meer; and the pain 
fuch a fufpicion brought with it, was by 
him, who had hardly ever felt an hour's 
uneafinefs, confidered as fo great an evil, 
that he determined to put an end to it as 
foon as poflible. 

After an hafty breakfaft in his own room, 
he fummoned Maloney to attend him, 
and went over the accounts of the eftates 
entrufted to him, with the ftate of which 
his Lordlhip declared himfelf well con- 
tented. And not knowing to whom elfe 
he could apply, to enquire for a fituation 
for Emmeline, he told Maloney, that as 
Mifs Mowbray wag now of an age to re- 
quire fome alteration in her mode of life, 
he was defirous of finding for her a repu- 
table houfe in fome town in Wales, where 
(he might lodge and board. 

Vol. I. D Maloney, 



Mftloney^ encoviraged by being thus-con- 
fulted: byi hi3 LoDd^ ventured, witb-rnan)^^ 
bowflr, blufeea, and ftammering apologies, 
to difdofe to Lord Montreville his paitir 
ality to Mifs Mowbray, 

And this cominunication he fo' contrived 
to word, that his Lord&ip had no doubt 
of Eflamdinie's having allowed him to* 
naakeit*. . 

Lor.di IVfontreviUc liftened therefore in^ 
fiiencQ,. and withaut -^any marks of difap- 
probation, to the account Malbney pro- 
cpeded to- give of his profpedts and pro- 
pmtyi 

While he: was; doing fo, family pride 
njade a faint ftruggle. in: his Lordftiip's 
breaft on behalf of his dcfertedr ward. He 
felt fome pain in detcitnining, that acrea- 
ture boafting a- portion of the Mowbray 
Hood,- fhould fink into the wife of a man 
of fueb irfcrior birth as Maloney* 

But when the advantages of fo eafily 
providing: for her were recolledted; when 
he confideifed that Maloney would be happy 
to take her with afew hundred pounds, and 

that 
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that all apprehenfions in regard to his fon 
would by that means for ever be at an y 
end; avarice and ambition, two paflions 
which too much influenced Lord Mon- 
treville, joined to perfuade him of the pro- 
priety of the match; and became infinitely 
too powerful to let him liften to his regard 
to the memory of his brodier or his pity for 
his deferted ward. 

He thought, that as the exiftsnce of 
Emmeline was hardly known beyond the 
walls of the caftle, he (hould incur no cen- 
fure from the world if he configned her to 
that obfcurity to which the difadvantages 
of her birth feemed originally to have con- 
demned her. 

Thefe reflexions arofe while Maloney, 
charmed to find himfelf lifl:ened to, was 
proceeding in his difcourfe. 

Lord Montreville, tho* too much ufed to 
the manners of politicians to be able to give 
a dired: anfwer, at length put an end to it, 
by telling him he would confider of what 
he had faid, and talk to him farther in a few 
days. 

D t Itv 
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In the mean time his Lordfhip de'fired 
that no part of their converfation might 
tranfpire. 

Maloney, tranfported at a reception 
which feemed to prognofticate the comple- 
tion of his wilhe^, retired elated with his 
profpedls ; and Lord Montreville ftim- 
moning Mr. Headly to attend him, mount- 
ed his horfe to furvey the ground on which 
he meditated improvements round the 
caftle. 

The cold and almoft ftern civility of 
Lord Montreville, for the little time Em- 
meline had feen him, had created defpon- 
dence and uneafinefs in her boforla. 

She fancied he difliked her, unoffending 
as (he was, and would take the firft oppor- 
tunity of (haking her off: — an idea which, 
together with the awe (he could not. help 
feeling in his prefence, made her determine 
as much as poflible to avoid it, 'till he 
fliould ' give her a proper opportunity to 
fpeak to him, or 'till the could acquire 



courage to leek it. 



At 
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At feven in the morning, {he arofe, after 
an uneafy night, and havirig taken an early 
breakfaft, betook herfelf to her ufual walk, . 
carrying with her a book. 

The fun was hot, and fhe went to a wood 
which partly cloathed an High hill near the 
boundary of the eftate, where, intent only on 
her own forrows, (he could not beguile 
them by attending to the fiftitious and im- 
probable calamities of the heroine of a 
novel, which Mrs. Garnet probably forget- 
ting to reftore to the hbrary of fome former 
miflxefs, had brought down among her 
cloaths, and had been feized by Emmeline 
as fomething new, at leaft to her. 

But her mind, overwhelmed with its own 
anxiety, refufed its attention : and tired 
with her walk, (he fat down on a tree that 
had been felled, reflefting on what had 
paflTed (ince Lord Montreville's arrival, and 
con(idering how (he might moft e(Fe<fhially 
intereft him in her behalf. 

Dclamere, attended by a fervant, had 
gone upon the hills in purfuit of his game ; 
and having had great fuccefs for fome 

D 3 hours, 
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hours, he came down about eleven o*clock 
into the woods, to avoid the exceffive heat, 
which was uncommon for the feafon. 

The noife he made in brufhing through 
the underwood with his gun, and ruftiing 
among the fading leaves, alarmed her. 

He ftepped over the timber, and feating 
himfelf by her, feized her hands. 

" Oh ! my charming coufin,** cried he, 
" I think myfelf one of the moft fortunate 
*^ fellows on earth, thus to meet you.'* 
Emmeline would have rifen. 

^' Oh! no,** continued he, ^^ indeed 
" you do not go, *till we have had a little 
" converfation." 

" I cannot flay, indeed Sir," faid Em- 
meline— ^^ I muft immediately go home.*' 

^^ By no means; 1 cannot part widi 
*' you.— Come, come, fit down and hear 
•^^ what I have to fay.'* 

It was to no purpofe to refifl. The impe- 
tuous vehemence of Delamere was too 
much for the timid civility of Emmeline ; 
and not believing that any thing more than 
common converfation or a few unmeaning 

com- 
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compliments >5^ijld ipafe, flicnfat Smrn tvith 
as much compolwe a5 fhe-ccRoldcwiiijiind. 

But Oelamerc, who was TOaifty captivated 
^t the firft, aftd who mow thought bar more 
beautiful than he had done m thek- forma: 
inlierviews, helkatcd not to pour fortfel lihfe 
moft extravagant profeffions of admifittfeffk^ 
inaftylefo unequivocal^ that EmmeKne, 
bdievihg-he meant to infult her, borft i«id 
a paffion of tears, and befought him, in a 
tremulous and broken voicc^ Tiot to be ib 
cf uel as to affront her, but to fijflfer iel* to 
return home. 

Delamere could not fee hter tttfot with- 
out being affeded. He protefted, that fo 
far from meaning to give her pain, he 
ihould think himfclf too happy if fee would 
ftUow hhn to dedicate liis whole life to her 
iervice. . 

Poor Emmeline, however, ccffvrinued to 
weep, and to befeech him to Jet her go ^ to 
which, as her diftrcfs arofe aknoft to agony, 
he at length confentcd : and taking her arm 
Widiin his, he faid he would walk home with 
JiepAimfelf. 

D 4 To 
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To this Emmeline in vain objefted. 

To efcape was impofiible. 

To prevail on him to leave her equally 
fo. She was therefore compelled to follow 
him. Which Ihe did with reluftance ; 
while he ftill continued to profefs to her 
the moft violent and ferious attachment. 

They proceeded in this manner along 
the neareft path to the caftle, which lay 
principally among copfes that fringed the 
banks of the river. 

They had juft paffed through the laft, 
and entered the meadows which lay imme- 
diately under the caftle walls, when Lord 
Montreville and Headly, on horfeback, ap- 
peared from a woody lane juft before them. 

At the noife of horfes fo near them, Em- 
ineline looked up, and feeing Lord Mon- 
treville, again ftruggled, but without fuc- 
cefs, to difengage her hand. 

Delamere continued to walk on, arid his 
Lordfliip foon came up to them. He 
checked his horfe, and faid, fomewhat 
ftemly, ** So, Sir, where have you been ?'* 

Dela- 
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Delamere, without the leaft hefitation, 
anfwered — ^^ Shooting, my Lord, the early 
*^ part of the morning; and fince that, 
^^ making love to my coufin, who was fo 
*^ good as to fit and wait for me under a 
« tree.** 

^^ For mercy's fake, Mr. Delamere/' 
cried Emmeline, *^ confider what you 
" fay/' ^ 

*^ Waiting for yon under ^ a tree!'* 
cried Lord Montreville, in amazement. 
*^ Do Mifs Mowbray be fo good as to 
*^ return home. — And you, Frederic, will, 
^* I fuppofe, be back by dinner rime." 

** Yes," anfwered Delamere, ^* when I 
*^ have conducted my coufin home, I (hall 
•^ go out again, perhaps, for an hour be- 
** fore dinner." 

He was then walking on, without notic- 
ing the ftem and difpleafed looks of his fa- 
ther, or the terror of poor Emmeline, who 
fjkw too evidently that Lord Montreville 
was extremely angry. 

His Lordftlip, after a moment's paufe,^ 
' difmounted, gave his horfe to a fervant, 

D 5 and 
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and joined them, telling Delamere he iiad 
foma bufinefs with Mifs Mowbray, and 
would therefore walk with her towards the 
caftle himfelf. 

Delamere kifled her hand gayly, ^nd 
afluring his father that for the firft time in 
^is life he felt an inclihatibn to take his bu- 
finefs oiS* his hands, he beckoned to his (c> 
vantto follow AV'ith his dogs, and then leap* 
»ig over the hedge that feparated the mea- 
dow from the hollow lane, he difappeared. 

Emmeline, trembling with apprehenfion, 
walked with faultering fteps by die fide of 
Lord Mbntreville, who for fome time was 
filent. - He at length, faid — " Your having 
** been brought up in retirement, Mifs 
" Mowbray, has, perhaps, prevented your 
^* being acquainted with the decorums of 
^^ the world, and the referve which a young 
** woman fliould ever ftridly maintain. 
^^ You have done a very improper thing 
'* in meeting my fon ; and I muft defirc 
** that while you are at the caftle, no fuch 
" appointments may take place in future." 

Tho' 
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Tko' &it faw^ from the firft inxDm^it of 
his meetiAg them, that he had conceired 
diis idea, and was confirmed in it by Dcla- 
mere's fpeech > yet (he was fo much (hock- 
ed and hurt by the addrefs,. that as (he at- 
tempted to anfwer, her voice failed her. 
. The tears however, which (teamed from 
her eyes, having a little relieved her, (he 
endeavoured- to aflEiire his Lx)rdhip^ that 
till (be met Mr. Delainere in die wood that 
Htomk^g, (he did not know even of his hav- 
ing left the caftle'. 

^^ And how happened you to be where 
^^ he found you, Mifs Mowbray ?'* 

" I went thither, my Lord, with a book 
^* which I was eager to fini(h.'* 

*^ Oh ! I remember that Maloney told 
^^ me you was a great reader ; and from 
" (bme other difcourfe he held relative to 
^^ you, I own 1 was the more furprifed at 
^* your indifcretion in re^rd to my fon." 
. They were by this time arrived at the 
caftle, and Lord Montreville defired Em- 
raeline to follow him into the parlour, where 
fliey bfoth fat down. 

D 6 His 
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His Lordfhip renewed die difcourfe. 

This morning Moloney has been talk- 
ing to me about you; and from what he 
faid, I concluded you had formed with 
hini engagements which (hould have pre- 
vented you from liftening to the boyifh 
and improper converfation of Mr. Dela- 
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Engagements with Mr. Maloney, my 
" Lord ? Surely he could never aflert that 
^* 1 have ever formed engagements with 
« Mm ?'* 

. ** Why not abfolutely fo. — I think he did 
** not fay that. But I underftood that you 
^^ was by no means averfe to his informing 
^* me of his attachment, and was willing, 
** if my confent was obtained, to become 
^' his wife. Perhaps he has no very great 
*' advantages ; yet confidering your fitua- 
tion, which is, you know, entirely de- 
pendent, I really think you do perfedtly 
right in defigning to accept of the efta- 
** blilhment he offers you.' 

To become the wife of Maloney !— to 
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*^ accept of the eftabjifhment he offers me ! 
** I am humbled, I am loft indeed ! 

• '' No, 
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** No, my !lx>rd ! tinhappy as I am, I 
can claim nothing, it is true ; but if the 
fupport of an unfortunate orphan, thrown 
by Providence into your care, is too 
troublefome, fufFer me to be myfelf a 
fervant; and believe I have a mind, 
which tho* it will not recoil from any 
fituation where I can earn my bread by 
honeft labour, is infinitely fuperior to any 
advantages fuch a, man as Maloney can 
offer me ! '* 
She wept too much to be able to pro- 
ceed ; and fat, overwhelmed with grief and 
mortification, while Lord Montreville con^ 
tinued to fpeak. 

^^ Why diftrefs yourfelf in this manner, 
** Mifs Mowbray ? I cannot fee any thing 
*^ which ought to offend you, if Maloney i&a J 
^^ mifreprefented the matter ; and if he has 
^* not, your extraordinary emotion mufl 
^^ look like a confcioufnefs of having al- 
^* tered your nlind. 

^^ Your motive for doing fo cannot 
*^ be miflaken; but let me fpeak to you 
5^ explicitly •—To Mr. Delamere, my fon, 

« the 






^' the heir to a tide ami ^ate which makes 
*^ him a defirable match (or the daughters 
of <he fiiit houfes in die kingdom/ ^^ 
can have no pretenfions ; therefore never 
** do yourfelf fo much prejudice as to let 
*^ your jnind glance that way. •% 

• " Maloncy tells me he has fome property, 
" and ftiU bitter expedations, Heisefta- 
^^ bliftied here in an excellent place ; and 
^* Ihould he marry you, it ftiall be ftill bet- 
ter. You are (I am forry to be obliged 
to repeat it) without any dependance, 
V but on my favour. You will therefore 
'* cb wifely to embrace a ikuation in which 
*^ that favour may be moft efleftually ex- 
" erted on your betalf. 

^^ Aj5 you have undoubtedly encouraged 
^' Maloney, the averfion you now pretend 
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towards him, is artifice or coquetry. 
" Confider before you decide, confider 
\^ thoroughly what is your fituation and 
** what your expedtations ; and recoUcft, 
f ^ that as my fon now n^eans to be very fre- 
*^ (jueatly at Mowbray Caftk, you cannot 

" remain 
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"^^ rematn with propriety but as the wife of 
*^ Maloney/' 

^^ Neither as the wife of Maloney, nor 
^* as Emmeline Mowbray, will I ftay, my 
^^ Lord, another day ! '* anfwered (he, af- 
fuming more fpirit than (he had yet (hewn. 
^^ 1 wiftied for an interview to entreat your 
/^ Lordihip would allow me to go to fome 
** place lefs improper for my abode than 
*^ Mowbray Caftle has long been." 

^^ And whither would you go, Mifs 
^^ Mowbray?'* 

*^ On that, my Lord, I wifhed to con- 
r*^ fult you. But fince it is perhaps a mat- 
<^ ter unworthy your attention; fince it 
^^ feems to fignify little what becomes of 
" me ; 1 mijft determine to hazard going 
*^ to Mrs. Watkins's, who will probably 
" give me an afylum at leaft *till I can 
^^ find fome one who will receive me, or 
^ fome m^ans of providing for myfelf the 
f^ ncceffaries of life." 

" You then pofitively rejed the over- 
^J tui'es of Maioney ?" 

*' Pofi- 
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*^ Poiitively, my Lord — and for ever! , 
*^ I beg it may not be mentioned to me 
" again!'' 

'^ And who is Mrs. Watkins?*' 
** The fifter of Mrs. Carey, my Lord.** 
^ " Where does (he live ?'* 

^^ At Swanfea in Glamor ganfliire ; where 
^^ fhe is accuftomed to take in boarders. 
" She would, 1 believe, receive me." 

After a moment's confideration, Lord 
Montreville faid, " that perhaps may do, 
^* fince you abfolutely refufe the other plan ; 
/^ I would have you therefore prepare to 
^* go thither; but I muft infift on no more 
** morning interviews with Mr. Delamere, 
and that whither you are going may be 
kept unknown to him. 
" But tell me," continued he, " what I 
*^ am to fay to poor Maloi;iey?'* 

^^ That you are aftoniftied at his info- 
lence in daring to lift his eyes to a per- 
fon bearing the name of Mowbray ; and 
Clocked at his falfehood in prefuming 
to affert that I ever encouraged his im- 
pertinent pretcnfions !" 

This 
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This efFort of fpirit exhaufted all the 
courage Emmeline had been able to raife. 

She arofe, and attempted to reach the 
door ; but overcome by the violence of her 
agiiation, was obliged to fit down in a 
chair hear it. 

She could no longer reflxain the tears 
which were extorted fromlier by the mor- 
tifying fcene (lie had paffed through : and 
her deep fighs, which feemed ready to 
burft her heart, excited the compaffion of 
Lord Montreville ; who, where his ambi- 
tion was not in queftion, was not void of 
hunianity. The violent and ardefs forrow 
of a beautiful young woman, whofe fate 
feemed to be in his power, aiFefted him. 

He took her hand with kindnefs, and 
told her " he was forry to have faid any 
thing that appeared harih.'* 

His Lordfhip added, ^^ that he would 
have her write to Mrs. Watkins; that a 
fervant (hould be fent with the letter ; and 
that on condition of her concealing her 
abode from Delamere, fhe (hould be fup- 
plidd with an annual income equal to all 
her wants." 



«6€ £ M M E L I BT E, 

Then hearing Dekmere^s gun, ^hich he 
always difcharged before he entered the 
Jioufe, he haftened Emmdine away, de- 
firing (he would remain in har own apart- 
ment ; where every thing neceflary (hould 
be fent to her. 



CHAPTER V. 



DE1.AMERE andFitz-EdWard foon 
after entered the parlour where Lord 
Montreville remained. 

He received his fofn with a coldnefs to 
which, tho* little accuftomed to it, Dela- 
mere paid no attention. 

Defpotic as this beloved fon had always 
been in the family; he felt not the leaft ap- 
prehenfion^that lie liad really offended his 
fadier ; or feeling it, knew that his dif- 
pleafure would be fo fhort liv*d that it was 
not worth any coneem. 

« Here, 
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" Here, Fitz-Edward/* faid he ;— ^'here 
'' is my fether ar^iy with me for making 
" love to my coufin Emmy. Faith, Sir,'* 
(turning to Lord Montreville,) ** I think 
* * I have the moft reafon to be angry at 
** being brought into fuch dangerous com- 
" pany; tho* your Lordfliip well knows 
*^ how deviliflily fufceptible >I am, and that 
" ever fince I was ten years old I have 
^^ been dying for fame nymph or other/* 

^' I know that you are a flxange incon^ 
^^ fiderate boy," anfwered Lord Montre- 
ville,' Tery gravely ;—*^ but I muft beg, 
*^ ^Frederic, to hear no more idle raillery 
^^ on the fubjeft of Mifs Mowbray/* 

To this, Delamere gave fome flight 
anfwer ; and the difcourfe was led by his 
:L£>rdfhip to fome odier topic. 

Fitz-Edward, who was about five years 
older than Delamere, concealed, under 
the appearance of candour and non-cha- 
lance, the libertinifin of his charafter. 

He had entered very young into the 
army ; the younger fon of an Irifti peer ; 

and had contraAed his loofe morals by 

being 
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being thrown too early into the world ; for 
his heart was^ not originally bad. \ 

With a very handfome perfon, he had the 
moft infinuating manners, and an addrefs 
fo truly that of a man of fafliion, as imme- 
diately prejudiced in his favour thofe by 
whom he wiflied to be thought well of. 

Where he defired to pleafe, he feldom 
failed of pleafing extremely ; and his con- 
verfation was, in the general commerce of 
the world, elegant and attraftive. 

Delamere was very fond of his company ; 
and Lord Montreville encouraged the inti- 
macy : for of whatever fafhionable vices 
Fitz-Edward was guilty, he contrived, by 
a fort of fentiinentai hypocrify, to prevent 
their being known to, or at leaft ofFenfive 
to thofe, whofe good opinion it was his 
intereft to cultivate. 

Delamere was of a chara6ter very oppofite. 
Accuftomed from his infancy to the moft 
bou^dlefs indulgences, he never formed a 
wiftii the gratification of which he cxpe<5led 
to be denied : and if fuch a difappoint- 
n^ent happened,, he give way to an impetu- 

ofity 
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ofity of difpofition which he had never 
beeli taught to reftrain, and which gave an 
appearance of forocity to a temper not 
otherwife bad. 

He was generous, candid, and humane ; 
and poffefl'ed many other good qualities, 
but the defefts of his education had ob- 
fcured them. 

Lady Montreville, who beheld in her 
only fon the laft male heir of a very ancient 
and illuflxious houfe, and who hoped to fee 
)all its glories revive in him, could never 
be prevailed upon to part with him. 

tie had therefore a tutor in the houfe ; 
and his parents themfelves accompanied 
him abroad. And the weaknefs of Lady 
Montreville in regard to her fon, encreafed 
rather than diminifhed with his encreafing 
years. ' 

Her fondnefs was gratified in feeing the 
perfeftions of his perfon, (which was a very 
fine one) while to the imperfedions of his 
teinper ftie was entirely blmd. 

His father was equally fond of him; and 
looked up to the accumulated titles and 

united 
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united fortunes of his own and his wife's 
families, as the point where all his ambi- 
tious views would attain thek confum- 
m^tion. 

To watch aver the conduct of this only 
fon, feemed now to be the fole bufinefs of 
his Lordfhip's life : and 'till now, he had 
no rcafon to fear that his folicitude for his 
final eftablifhment would be attended with 
fo little effe6L 

Except a few youthful indifcretions, 
which were overlooked or forgiven, Dela- 
mere had (hewn no inclinations, that feemed 
inimical to his father's views; and Lord 
Montreville hoped that his prefent paffion 
for Emmeline would be forgotten as eafily 
as many other tranfient attachments which 
his youth, and warmth of temper, had led 
him into. 

At Dinner, Delamere enquired '* whe- 
*' ther his charming coufin was always to 
*^ remain a piifoner in her own room ?'* 

To which Lord Montreville anfwered, 
** that it had: been her cuftom ; and as 

^^ thert 
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'^ there was n©j la5^ widi them, it was^' 
*^ better (he fliould continue it/' 
- He tfiuBir chakiged the difcourfe ; and 
contrived : to keep Delamcre ia fight the 
whok aftemoon^ and by diat' means pre- 
vented any further enquiries after Emme- 
liner;: who now, entirely confined to her' 
(uim, impatiently awaited the return of the' 
meffenger who had been fent to Swanfea. 

Delamere, in the mean time, had lin- 
gjsi^dv ireqlieiitly about the h0»fekeeper's 
roQim,. itti hopes of feeing Emmeline ; but 
flie never appeared. 

He: applied to Mrs. Garnet for intelK-^ 
gence o£her : but fhe had received orders 
from Lord Montreville not to fatisfy his 
enquiries; He employed his fervants there- 
fore to difcover where (he was ufually to be 
found, and by their means was at length ' 
informed^ inr what part of the cjdlle her apart^ 
ment layi and that there was a defign aftu* 
ally on foot to fend her away, but whither 
he could not learn. 

The anfwer brought from Mrs. Watkins> 
by the man wW had been fent to Swanfea, 

expreffed 
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exprefled her readings to take the boarder 
ofTered hen 

Thi^ intelligence Lcurd Montreville com- 
municated himfelf to Emmcline ; who re- 
ceived it with fuch ardefs fadsfadtion^ that 
his Lord(hip, who had before doubted 
whether fome degree of coquetry was not 
concealed under the apparent ingenuom 
innpcence of his niece, now believed he 
had judged too haftily. 

It remained to be confidered how Ihe 
could be conveyed from Mowbray Caftle 
without the knowledge of Delamere. 

She was herfelf ignorant of every thing 
beyond it's walls, and could therefore be of 
no ufe in the confult^rion. 

His Lordlhip had, however, entrufted 
Fitz-Edward with his uneafinefs about 
Delamere; at^ which the former only 
laughed; and faid he by no means believed 
that any ferious confequences were to be 
apprehended : that it was mere badinage ; 
of which he was fure Delamere would tkink 
no more after they left Mowbray CaflJe ; 
and that it was not a matter which his 
Lordfhip ftiould allow to make him uneafy. 

Lord 
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Lx)rd Montreville however, who thought 
he could not too foon remedy his own in- 
difcretion in introducing Emmeline to his 
fon, determined to embrace the opportunity 
of putting an end to any future correfpond- 
ence between them: he therefore infifted 
on a promife of fecrefy from Fitz-Edward ; 
and had recourfc to Headly, who from a 
frequent refidence among the great was the 
moft accctfnmodating and obfequious of 
their fervants. 

As he was about to leave the caftle in a 
few days, he offered his fervices to convey 
Mifs Mowbray from thence, in a chaife of 
which he was mafter. 

This propofal was eagerly accepted by 
Lord Montrevilie* And enjoining Mr» 
Headly -alfo to fecrefy, it was fixed that 
their journey Ihould begin the next morn-» 
ing fave one. 

Emmeline had notice of this arrange- 
ment, \\4iich (he received with the livelieft 
joy. 

She immediately fet about fuch prepara- 
tions as were neceffary for her journey, in 

Vol. I ' «E which 
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which (he employed that and the remaining 
day; which had been deftined by I-ord 
Montreville to vifit another eftate that he 
pofleffed, at the diftance of about twelve 
miles ; whither Delamere and the whole 
party accompanied him. 

Delamere had difcovered, by his fervants, 
that to remove Emmeline was in agitation ; 
and he determined to fee her again in fpite 
of his father's precaution (which in faft only, 
ferved to encreafe his defire of declaring 
his fentiments) ; but he had no idea that 
(lie was to go fo foon, and therefore was 
content to go with his father, at his parti- 
cular requeft. 

It was late in the evening preceding that 
on which Emmeline was to depart, before 
they renirned ; and fhe was ftill bufied in 
providing for her journey ; in doing which, 
fhe was obliged to open one of the cafkets 
left her by Mrs. Carey. It contained mi- 
niatures of her father and her mother, which 
had been drawn at Paris before her birth ; 
and feveral letters written by Mi-s. Mow- 

' . bray. 
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bray, her grandmother, to her mother, in 
confequence of the fatal ftep (he had taken 
in quitting the prote^liqp of that lady, who 
had brought her up, to accompany Mr. 
Mowbray abroad. 

Thefe, Emmeline had never yet feen ; 
nor had (he now courage entirely to perufe 
them. The little (he read, however, filled 
her heart with the moft painful fenfations 
and her eyes with tears. 

While (he was employed in her little ar- 
rangements, time paflfed infen(ibly away. 

She heard the hollow found of (hutting 
the great doors at the other end of the caf- 
tie, as was ufual before the fervants retired 
for the night : but attentive only to what 
was at prefent her greateft concern, (mak- 
ing room for fome favourite books in the 
box (he meant to take with her,) (he heeded 
not the hour. 

A total (ilence had long reigned in the 
caftle, and her almoft extingui(hed candle 
told her it was time to take fome repofe, 
when, as (he was preparing to do fo, (he 

E 2 thought 
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thought (he heard a ruftling, and indiftinft 
footfteps in the paflage near her room. 

She ftartcd — liftened — but all was again 
profoundly filent ; and fhe fuppofed it had 
been only one of thofe unaccountable noifes 
which (he had been ufed to hear along the 
dreary avenues of the caftle. 

She began anew to unpin her hair, when 
ia fecond time the fame noife in the paffage 
alarmed her. 

She liftened again ; and while (he con- 
tinued attentive, the great clock (buck 
two. 

Amazed to find it fo late, her terror en- 
creafed; yet (he endeavoured to reafon 
herfelf out of it, and to believe that it was 
the efFedt of fancy. 

She heard it no more ; and had almoft 
determined to go out into the paflTage to 
fatisfy herfelf that her fears were ground- 
iefs, when juft as (he approached the door, 
the whifpers were renewed; (he faw the 
lock move, and heard a violent pu(h 
againft it*. 

The 
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The door, however, was locked. Which 
ivas no fooner perceived by the affailant, 
fhan a violent effort with his foot forced the 
rufty decayed work to give way, and Mr. 
Delamere burfl into die room. 

Emmeline was infinitely too much terri- 
fied to fpeak : nor could her trembling 
limbs fupport her. 

She fat down ; — the colour forfook her 
cheeks; — and Ihe was not fenfible that 
Delamere had thrown) himfelf at her feet, 
and was pouring foith the moft -vehement 
and incoherent expreflions that fi-antic paf- 
iion could diftate. 

Recovering her recoUeftion, fhe beheld 
Delamere kneeling before her, holding her 
hands in his ; and Millefleur {landing be- 
hind him with a candle. 

-She attempted to fpeak ; but the words 
died away on her lips : while Delamere, 
fliocked at the fituation into which he had 
thrown her, protefted that he meant her 
not the fmalleft pffence ; but that having 
learnt, by means of his valet, that fhe was 
to go the next morning, and that his fa- 

E 3 ther 
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ther intended to keep him ignorant of her 
future deftiny, he could not bear to re- 
fledt that he might lofe her for ever ; and 
had therefore taken the only means in 
his power to fpeak to her, in hopes of 
engaging her pity, for which he would 
hazard every thing. 

^' Leave me. Sir! leave me!" faid 
Emmeline, in a voice fcarcely articulate. 
*' Leave me inflantly, or I will alarm the 
'' houfe!'* 

^' That is almoft impoffible ! *^ replied 
Delamere; " but I will not terrify you 
more than I have done already. No, 
Emmeline, I wifli not to alarm yoti, 
and will quit you inftantly if you will 
tell me that wherefoever you are you 
will permit me to fee you, and will re- 
member me with pity and regard! 
My father fhall not — cannot controul 
my conduct ; nor (hall all the power on 
earth prevent my following you, if you 
will y ourfelf permit me. Tell me, Em- 
meline,— tell me you will not forget 
me!" 

'' As 
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*' As what, Sir, fliould I remember 
you, but as my perfecutor ? as one who 
has injured me beyond reparation by 
your wild and cruel conduit, and who 
has now dared to infult me by a moft 
unparallelled outrage. — ^Leave me, Sir ! 
I repeat to you that you muft inftantly 
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^^ quit the room ! " 

She arofe, and walked with tottering 
fteps to the end of it. Delamere followed 
her. She turned; and came towards the 
door, which was ftill open, and then recol- 
leded, that as fhe knew the paflages of 
the caftle, which (he was convinced nei- 
ther Delamere or his fervant did, (he 
might po(Iibly efcape, and find Lord Mon- 
treville's room, which (he knew to be at 
the end of the Eaft gallery. 

Delamere was a few fteps behind her 
when (he reached the door; which haftily 
throwing quite open, (he ran lightly thro' 
the pafTage, which was very long and dark. 

He purfued her, imploring her to hear 
him but a moment ; and the Frenchman 
as haftily followed his mafter with the can- 

E 4 die* 
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die. But at the end of the paflage, a flight 
of broken fteps led to a brick hall, which 
opened to other ftair-cafes and galleries. 

A guft of wipd blew out the candle; 
and Emmeline, gliding down the fteps, 
turned to the right, and opening a heavy 
nailed door, which led by a narrow ftairs 
to the Eaft gallery, (he let it fall after her. 

Delamere, now in total darknefs, tried in 
vain to follow the found. 

He liftened — but no longer heard the 
footfteps of the trembling Rigitive; and 
curfing his fate, and the ftupidity of Mille- 
fleur, he endeavoured to iind his way back 
to Emmeline*s room, where he thought 
a candle was ftill burning. But his at- 
tempt was vain. He walked round the 
hall only to puzzle himfelf ; for the door 
by which he had entered it, he could not 
regain. 

In the mean time Emmeline, breathlefs 
with fear, had reached the gallery, and 
feeling her way 'till (he came as (he fup- 
pofed to the door of the room where Lord 
Montreville flept, (he tapped lightly at it. 

A man's 
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A man's voice aiked who it was ? 

^^ It is I, my Lord,** cried Emmeline, 
hardly able to make herfelf heard.— ^* Mr. 
*^ Delamere purfues me." . 

Somebody opened the door.-— -But there 
was no light; and Emmeline retiring a 
ftep from it, the perfon again aiked who it 
was? 

^^ It is Emmeline,'* replied ihe; who 
now firft recoUeded that the voice was not 
that of Lord Monti'eville. — She flew therc^ 
fore towards the next door, with exclama- 
tions of encreafed terror; but Lord Mon- 
treville, who was now awakened, appeared 
at it with a lamp in his hand ; and Emme- 
line, in anfwer to his queftion of what is 
the matter? endeavoured to fay that ftie 
was purfued by Mr. Delamere ; but fear 
had fo entirely overcome her, that Ihe 
could only figh out his name, and gafping 
like a dying perfon, fat down on a bench 
which was near the door. 

Fitz-Edward, who was the perfon fhe 
had fiiftfjpoken to, had by this time drefled 

E 5 himfelf. 
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himfelf, and came to her with a glafs of 
water out of his room ; while Lord Mon- 
treville, hearing his fon's name fo inarti- 
culately pronounced, and feeing the fpeech- 
lefs affright in which Emmeline fat before 
him, conceived the moft alarming appre- 
henfions, and believed that his fon was 
either dead or dying. 

With great difEc\ilty he fummoned up 
courage enough again to beg for Heaven's 
fake (he would tell him what had occafi- 
oned her to leave her room at fuch an 
hour ? 

She again exclaimed, ^^ it is Mr. Dela- 
^^ mere, my Lord!" 

*^ What of Mr. Dclamere? — what of 
^^ my fon?" cried he, with infinite agita- 
tion. 

" Save me from him my Lord!" an- 
fwered Emmeline, a little recovered by 
the water (he had drank. 

^^ Where is he then ?" faid his Lord(hip. 
" I know not/' replied Emmeline; 

** but he came to my room with his fer- 

vant. 
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^^ vant, and I flew hither to implore your 
'^ protedlion." 

Fitz-Edward intieated Lord Montre- 
ville to be more calm, and to give Mifs 
Mowbray time to recolle6t herfelf. He 
offered to go in fearch of Delamere ; but 
his Lordfliip was in too much anxiety 
to be fatisfied with any enquiries but his 
own. 

He therefore faid he would go down'him- 
felf ;''but Emmeline catching his hand, en- 
treated him not to leave her. 

At this moment the voices of Delamere 
arid his man were heard echoing through 
the whole fide of the caftle ; for wearied 
with their fruitlefs attempts to efcape, they 
both called for lights, in no very gentle 
tone. 

Lord Montreville eafily diftinguifhed 
from whence the noife came, and followed by 
Emmeline, whom Fitz-Edward fupported, 
he defcended into the brick hall from 
whence Emmeline had effefted her efcape, 
where he found Delamere trembling widi 
paffion, and Millefleur with fean 

E 6 Lord 



Lord Montreville could not conceal his 
anger and refentment. 

^^ How comes it, Sir/' cried he, addreiT- 
iiig himfelf to his fon, ^* that you dare thus 
^^ to infult a perfon who is under my pro- 
^* teftion ? What excefs of madnefs and 
*^ folly has tempted you to violate the re- 
** tirement of Mifs Mowbray ?'' 

'* I mein not, my Lord," anfwered 
Dekmere, ^* to attempt a conccahnent 
of my fentiments. I love Mifs 'Mow- 
bray ; pafSonately love her ; and fcom 
to diflimulate. I know you had a de- 
fign to fend her from hence ; ckndef- 
tineiy to fend her; and I determined 
that (he (hould not go 'till 1 had de- 
clared my attachment to her, which 
I found you endeavoured affiduoufly 
to prevent. You may certainly re- 
move her from hence ; but I proteft to 
you, that where ever fhe is, there I will 
endeavour to fee her, in fpite of the uni- 
verfe/' 

Lord Montreville now felt all the force 
of the error he had committed in that 

bound- 
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boundlefs indulgence io which he had ac-«^ 
cuftomed his fon. 

In the firil inftance of any confequence 
Jul which their wilhes differed, he faw him 
ready to throw off the reflxaint of paternal 
authority^ and daring to avow his refolu- 
tion to adt as he pleafed. 

This mortifying refleftion arofe in his 
mind, while, with a look of mingled anger 
and amazement, he bdield Delamere, who 
having ordered Millefleur to light his can- 
dle, fnatched it from him, and haftily re- 
tired. 

Emmeline, who had flood trembling the 
whole time behind Lord Montrcville, 
befought him tp ring up the houfekeeper, 
and direct her to remain with her for the 
I r^ of the night ; for fhe declared the would 
on no account remain in her own room 
alone. 

His Lordfhip recommending h6r to the 
care of Fitz-Edward, went himfelf in fearch 
of the houfekeeper ; and Emmeline refufing 
to feok a more commodious apartment, fat 

down 
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down in one of the windows of die hall 
to wait his return. 

Fitz-Edward, to whom (he had yet hardly 
ipoken, now entertained her with a profti- 
lion of compliments, almoft as warm as 
-thofe ftie had heard from Delamere ; bot 
her fpirits, quite exhaufted by the terror 
which had fo lately poffefled them, could 
no longer fupport her ; (he was unable to 
vgive an anfwer of common civility, and was 
very glad to fee Lord Montreville return 
with Mrs. Garnet ; who extremely difcom-. 
po|ed at being diftufbed, and obliged to 
ilppear in her night-ca^, followed her, grum- 
.blihg, into her room ; where, as Emmeline 
refufed to go to it herfelf, (he took poflfeflion 
of her bed, and foon faUing into a pirofound 
fleep, left it^s melancholy owner to her fad 
refleftions. 

She had not been many minutes indulg- 
ing them, and wiflhiing for the return of 
light, before fomebody was again at the 
door, Emmeline (till apprehending De- 
lamere, (tepped to it ; and was aftonifhed to 

fee Lord Montreville himfelf. 

He 
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He entered the room, and- told her, that 
as his fon knew of her journey in the morn- 
ing, he would probably try fome means to 
prevent it, or at leaft to trace out her abode ; 
that it was therefore abfolutely neceflary for 
her to be ready by day break pr^fore, for 
which he had prepared JVJ/. Headly ; who 
was up, and getting ready to fet out as 
foon as there was light enough to make it 
fafe. 

Emmeline, who thought (he could not 
be gone too foon, now haftily finiftied the 
remainder of her packing, and having 
dreffed herfelf for her journey, which not- 
vvithftanding her fleeplefs night ftie rejoiced 
to find fo near, ftie waited with impatience 
^till Mr. Headly fummoned her to go. 



CHAP- 
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THE fun no fooner appeared above 
the hprizQn, than her condudior was 
ready with his one-horfe chair ; and Em- 
meline being feated in it, and her little 
baggage ^djufted, (he left the door of the 
caftle, where Maloney, who faw his favou- 
rite hopes vanifti as he feared for ever, ftood 
with a rueful countenance to behold her de- 
parture. 

However defirous fhe was of quitting a 
refidence which had long been uneafy to 
her, and which was now become fo extremely 
improper, fuch is the force of early habit, 
that fhe could not bid it adieu ^Jithout be- 
ing greatly affedted. 

There Ihe had pafled her earlieft infancy, 
^and had known, in that period of un- 
cdnfcious happinefs, many delightful hours 
which would return no more. 

It 
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It was endeared to her by the memory o{ 
that good friend who had fupplied to her 
the place of a parent ; from whom alone ftie 
had ever heard the foothing voice of mater- 
nal folicitude. And as Ihe paffed by the 
village church, which had been formerly the 
chapel of the monaftery, and joined the 
caftle walls, (he turned her eyes, filled with 
tears, towards the fpot where the remains of 
Mrs. Carey were depolited, and fighed 
deeply ; a thoufand tender and painfiU re-» 
coUeftions crouding on her heart. 

As fhe left the village, feveral women 
and children, who had heard Ihe was going 
that day, were already waiting to bid her 
farewell ; confidering her as the laft of that 
family by whom they, had been employed 
when in health, and relieved when in fick- 
nefs, they lamented her departure as their 
greateft misfortune. 

The prefent poffeflbr of the caftle bore 
not the name of Mowbray, and was not at 
all interefted for the peafantry, among whom 
he was a ftranger ; they therefore, in lofing 

Em-^ 
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Emmeline, feemed to lofe the laft of the 
race of their ancient benefaftors. 

Emmeline, afFefted by their fimple ex- 
preffions of regret, returned their good 
wiflies with tears ; and as foon as the chaife 
drove out of the village, again fixed her 
eyes on the habitation (he had quitted. 

It^s venerable towers rifing above the 
wood in which it was almoft embofomed, 
made one of the moft magnificent features 
of a landfcape which now appeared in 
fight. 

The road lay along the fide of what 
would in England be called a mountain ; 
at it*s feet rolled the rapid fliream that waQi- 
ed the caftle walls, foaming over fragments 
of rock, and bounded by a wood of oak 
and pine, among which the mins of the 
monafteiy, once an appendage to the caft^le, 
reared it's broken arches ; and marked by 
grey and mouldering walls, and mounds 
covered with flight vegetation, it was traced 
to it's connexion with the caflile itfelf, fl:ill 
firowning in gothic magnificence, and 
flxetching over feveral acres of ground : the 

citadel. 
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citadel, which was totally in ruins and co- 
vered with ivy, crowning the whole. Far- 
ther to the Weft, beyond a bold and roc)cy 
fhore, appeared the fea ; and to the Eaft, a 
chain of mountains which feemed to meet 
the clouds ; while on the other fide, a rich 
and beautiful vale, now variegated with the 
mellowed tints of the declining year, fpread 
its enclofures, 'till it was loft again among 
the blue and barren hills. 

Headly declaimed eloquently on the 
charms of the profpeft, which gradually 
unveiled itfelf as the autumnal mift dif- 
appeared. 

But Emmeline, tho* ever alive to the 
beauties of nature, was too much occupied 
by her own melancholy refleftions, to at- 
tend to the animadverfions of her compa- 
nion. 

She faw nothing but the caftle, of which 
fhe believed (he was now taking an eternal 
adieu ; and her looks were fixed on it, 'till 
the road winding do)k^n the hill on the other 
fide, concealed it from her fight* 

Headly 
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Headly imputed her fadnefs to a very 
different caufe than that of an early and 
long attachitient to ^ particular fpot. 

He fuppofed that regret at being obliged 
to leave Delamere, to whofe paffion he 
could not believe her infenfible, occafioned 
the melancholy that overwhelmed her. 

He fpoke to her of him, and affefted to 
lament the uneafinefs which fo violent and 
ungovernable a temper in an only fon, 
might occafion to his family. 

He then talked of the two young ladies, 
Jiis fillers, whom he defcribed as the fineft 
young women in tlie country, and as highly 
accomplifhed. 

Emmeline fighed at the comparifon be- 
tween their fituation and her own. 

After fome hours travelling thiough 
roads which made it very fatiguing, they 
arrived at a little obfcure houfe of entertain- 
ment, and after fome refreftiment, continued 
their journey unmolefled. 

Delamere arofe early, and calling for 
Millefleur, enquired at what hour Mifs 
Mowbray was to go. 

On 
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On heating that (he had left the caftk 
more than an hour, his rage and vexatiofi 
broke through all the, refpeft he owed his 
father ; who being acquainted by his valet 
of his refolution immediately to follow the 
chaife, entered the room. 

He remonftrated with him at firft with 
great warmth ; but Delamere, irritated by 
contradiftion, obftinately adhered to his re- 
folution of immediately purfuing the tra- 
vellers. 

Lord Montreville, finding that oppofi- 
tion rather increafed than renjedied the 
violence of his fon*s paffionate fallies7 
determined to try what perfuafion would 
do ; and Delamere, whofe temper was in- 
fenfible to the threats of anger, yielded to 
xemonftrance when foftened by paternal af- 
feftion, and confented to forego his inten- 
tion if Lx>rd Montreville would tell him 
where Emmeline was gone. 

His Lordflbip, who probably thought 
this one of thofe inftances in which falfe- 
hood is excufeable if not meritorious, told 
him, with afFeded reluctance, tliat fhe was 

gone 
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gone to board at Bridgenorth, with Mrs. 
Watkins, the fifter of old Carey. 

As this account was extremely probable, 
Delamere readily believed it; and having 
with fomc difficulty been prevailed upon to 
pafs his word that he would not immediately 
take any fteps to fee her, tranquillity was for 
the prefent reftored to the caflle. 

Emmeline in the mean time, after a long 
und weary journey, arrived at Swanfea. 

Mrs .Watkins, who expeftedher, received 
her in a little but very neat habitation, 
which confifted of a fmall room by way of 
parlour, not unlike the cabin of a packet 
boat, and a bed-chamber over it of the fame 
dimenfions. 

Of thefe apartments, Emmeline took pof- 
feffion. 

Her conductor took leave of her ; and 
(he now wiflied to be able to form fomc 
opinion of her new hoftefs, whofc counte- 
nance, which extremely refembled that of 
Mrs. Carey, had immediately prejudiced 
her in her favour. 

Being 
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Being affured by Lord Montreville of 
every liberal payment for the board and 
lodging of Mifs Mowbray, (he received 
her with a degree of civility almoft oppref- 
five. 

But Emmeline, who foon found that (he 
poffeffed none of that warmth of heart and 
lively intereft in the happinefs of others 
which fo much endeared to her the me- 
mory of her former friend, was very glad 
when after a few days the good woman re- 
turned with her ufual avidity to the regula- 
tion of her domefldc matters, and fufFered 
Emmeline to enjoy that folitude which (he 
knew fo well how to employ. 

Delamere, ftill lingering at the caftle, 
where he feemed to day for no other reafon 
than becaufe he had there feen Emmeline, 
was penfive, reftlefs, and abfent ; and Lord 
Montreville faw with great alarm that this 
impreflion was lefs likely to be effaced by 
time and abfence than he had fuppofed. 

Fitz-Edward, obliged to go to Ireland to 
his regiment for fome time, had taken leave 
q( them; and the impatience of Lord 

Mon* 
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Montreville to return to town wasencreafed 
by repeated letters fix)m his wife. 

Delamere however ftill evaded it; hoping 
that his father would fet out without him, 
and that he fhould by that means have an 
Opportunity of going to Bridgenorth, where 
he determined to folicit Emmehne to con- 
fent to a Scottifh expedition, and perfuaded 
himfeif he (hould not meet a reftifal. 

At length Lady Montreville, yet more 
alarmed at the delay, direfted her eldeft 
daughter to write to his Lxjrdftiip, and to 
give fuch an accoiJht of her health as 
fliould immediately oblige the father and 
fon to return, * 

Delamere, after fuch a letter, coulcj not 
t-efufe to depart; and comforting himfeif 
th^ he might be able foon to efcape from 
the obfervation of his family, and put his 
projeft in execution, he confented to begin 
his journey. He determined, however, to 
write to Mifs Mowbray, and to defire her 
to direft her anfwer under cover to a friend 
in London. 

He 
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He did fo ; and addrefied it to her at 
Mrs. Watkins's, at Bridgenorth : but foon 
after his amval in town, the letter was re- 
turned to the place he indicated ; having 
been opened at the office in confequence of 
no fuch perfon as Mifs Mowbray or Mrs. 
Watkins being to be found there. 

Delamere faw he had been deceived ; but 
to complain was fruitlefs : he had therefore 
no hope of difcovering where Emmeline 
was, but by lying in wait for fome acci- 
dental intelligence. 

The family ufually paffed the Cliriftmas 
recefs at their feat in Norfolk ; whither De* 
lamere, who at firft tried to avoid being of 
the party, at length agreed to accompany 
them, oh condition of his being allowed 
to perform an engagement he had made 
with Mr. Percival for a fortnight. Part of 
this time he determined to employ in feeing 
Headly, who did not live above thirty miles 
from thence ; hoping from him to obtain 
intelligence of Emmeline's abode. And 
that no fufpicion might remain on the mind 

Vol. I. F of 
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of his father, he affedted to reaffume his ufual 
gaiety, and was to all appearance as volatile 
and diflipated as ever. 

While die family were in Norfolk, their 
acquaintance was warmly renewed with that 
of Sir Francis Devereux, who was lately re- 
turned from a refidence on the Continent, 
whither he had been to compleat the edu- 
cation of his two daughters, heireffes to his 
fortune, on the -embellifhment of whofe per- 
fons and manners all the modern elegancies 
of education had been lavifhed. 

They were rather pretty women ; and of 
a family almoft as ancient and illuflxious as 
f hat of Mr, Delamere. Their fortunes were 
to be immenfe ; and either of *them would 
have been a wife for Delamere, the choice 
of whom would greatly have gratified the 
families on both fides. 

Infinite pains were taken to bring the ^ 
young people frequently together ; and both 
the ladies feemed to allow that Delamere 
^vas a conqueft worthy their ambition. 

As he never refufed to entertain them 
with ev^ry appearance of gallantry and vi- 
vacity, 
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vacity. Lord Montreville flattered himfelf 
that ac length Emmeline was forgotten; 
and ventured to propofe to his fon a mar- 
riage with whichever of the Mifs Devereux 
he fhould prefer. 

To which Delamere, who had long fore- 
feen the propofal, anfwered coldly, ^^ that 
*^ he was not inclined to marry at all ; or 
^^ if he did, it fhould not be one of thofe 
*^ over-educated puppets." 

So far were their acquifitions from hav- 
ing made any impreflion on his heart, that 
the frivolous turn of their minds, the ftudied 
ornaments of their perfons, and the affedted 
refinement of their manners, made him only 
recolleft with more paflionate admiration, 
that native elegance of perfon and mind 
which he had feen only in the Orphan of 
Mowbray Caftle. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



THERE was, in the perfon and man- 
ner of Emmeline, fomething fo in- 
terefting, that thofe who were Uttle aC- 
cuftomed to attach themfelves to any one, 
were infenfibly difpofed to love her, and to 
become folicitous for her welfare. 

Even the infenfibility with which long 
and uninterrupted profperity had encafed 
the heart of Lord Montreville, was not en- 
tirely proof againft: her attractive powers ; 
and when he no longer apprehended the 
eifeft of her increafing charms on his fon, 
he fufFered himfelf to feel a degree of pity 
and even of aff eftion for hen 

He therefore heard- with pleafure that (he 
was contented in her prefent fituation ; and 
was convinced fhe had kepi her word in 
not giving- any intelligence of her refidence 
to Dclamere. To fliew his approbation of 

her 
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her conduft, he directed a perfon in towa 
to fend her down a fmall collefiiion of 
books, fome materials for drawing, and 
other trifles which he thought would be ac- 
ceptable. 

Emmeline, charmed with fuch acquifi- 
tions, felt the mod hvely gratitude for her 
benefaftor ; and liaving fitted up her little 
cabin extremely to her tafte, fhe found, in 
the occupation thefe prefents afforded her, 
all that Ihe wifhed to engage her attention 
and gratify her tafte. 

Senfible of the defefts of her education, 
(lie applied inceflantly to her books ; for of 
every ufeful and ornamental feminine em- 
ployment (he had long fmce made herfelf 
miftrefs without any inftruftion. 

She endeavoured to cultivate a genius 
for drawing, which Ihe inherited from her 
fadier ; but for want of knowing a few ge- 
neral rules, what (he produced had more of 
elegance and neatnefs than corre6lnefs and 
knowledge. 

She knew nodiing of the fcience of mufic ; 

E 3 but 



but her voice was foft and fweet, and her 
ear exquifite. 

The fimple fongs, therefore, fhe had ac- 
quired by it, (he fung with a pathos which 
made more impreflion on her hearers than 
thofe ftudied graces learned by long appli- 
cation, which excite wonder rather than 
pleafure. 

Time, thus occupied, pafled lightly away, 
and the middle of April arrived almoft im- 
perceptibly, and brought again weather 
which enabled Emmeline to reaflume her 
walks along the ftiore or among the Crocks, 
and to indulge that contemplative turn of 
mind which (he had acquired in the foli- 
tude of Mowbray Caftle, 

It was in one of the fineft mornings of 
an April day, that taking a book with her 
as ufual, fhe went down to the fea fide, and 
fat reading for fome hours ; when juft as fhe 
was about to return home, (he faw a beau- 
tiful little boy, about five years old, wan- 
dering towards the place where (he was, 
picking up flielis and fea weeds, and ap- 
pearing 
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pearing to be fo deeply engaged ia his in- 
fentine purfuit, that he did not fee her 'till 
(he fpoke to him. 

^^ Whofe fweet little boy are you, my, 
" loye ?'' faid fhe. 

The child looked at her with fur- 
prize, 

*^ I am my mama's boy," faid he, ^^ and 
** fo is Henry,'* pointing towards another 
who now approached, and who feemed 
hardly a year younger. 

The fecond running up to his brother, 
caught his hand, and they both walked 
away together, looking behind at the flxange 
lady with fome degree of alarm. 

Their drefs convinced Emmeline that 
they belonged to a ftxanger ; and as they 
feemed to have nobody with them, (he was 
under fome apprehenfion for their fafety, 
and therefore arofe to foUow'them, when on 
turning round the point of a rock whofo 
projection had concealed the fliore to the 
left, fhe faw a lady walking ilowly before 
her, whom the two little boys had now re- 
joined. In her hand ihe led a little girl, 

F 4 who 
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who feemed only learning to walk; and 
(he was followed by a nurfery maid, who 
held in her arms another, yet an infant at 
the breaft. 

The ftranger, near whomEmmeline was 
obliged to pafs, curtfyed to her as (he went 
by. And if Emmeline was furprifed at the 
early appearance of company at a time when 
(he knew it to be fo unufual, the fbranger 
Was much more fo at the uncommon ele- 
gance of her form and manner : (he was 
almoft tempted to believe the fable of the 
fea nympths, and to fancy this one of 
them. 

Emmeline, on regaining her apartment, 
heard from the hoftefs, whom (he found 
with another neighbour, that the lady (he 
had feen arrived the evening before, and 
had taken lodgings at the houfe of the lat- 
ter, with an intention of (laying great part 
of the fummer. 

The next day Emmeline again met the 
ftranger; who accofting the fair orphaa 
with all that eafe which charafterifes the 
addrefs of thofe who have lived much in 

good 
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good 'company, they foon entered into 
cbnverfatioB, and Etnmdine almoft as 
foon difcovered that her new acquaintance 
poffeffed an underltanding as excellent as 
her perfon and addrefs were captivating. 
,, She appeared to be not more than five 
or fix and twenty : but her perfon feemed 
to have fuffered from forrow that diminu- 
tion of its charms which time could not yet 
have effefted. Her complexion was faded 
and wan; her eyes had loft their luftre; 
and a penfive and languid expreffion fat 
on ha: countenance. 

After the firft conve: fation,. the two la- 
dies found they liked each other lb well, 
that tiiey met by agreement every day. 

EmmeUne generally went early to the 
lodgings of Mrs. Stafford, and fbayed the 
whole day with her; charmed to have 
found in her new friend, one who could 
fupply to her all the deficiencies of her 
former inftaiftors. 

To a very fuperior underflanding, Mrs. 
Stafford added tlie advantages of a poliihed 
education, and all that eafe of mannf:r, 

F 5 which 
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i^hich the commerce of faftiion can fupptjr. 
She had read a great deal ; and her mind, 
originally elegant and refined, was highly 
cultivated, and embellifhed with all the 
knowledge that could be acquired from the 
beft authors in the modern languages. 
Her difpofition feemed to have been na- 
turally chearful; for a ray of vivacity 
would frequently light up her countenance, 
and a lively and agreeable converfation 
call forth all it's aniniated gaiety. But it 
feldom lafted long^ Some fettled uneafi- 
nefs lay lurking in her heart ; and when it 
recurred forcibly to her, as it frequently 
did in the midft of the moft interefting dif^ 
courfe, a cloud of forrow obfcured die 
brilliancy of her countenance and her lan- 
guage, and flie became penfive, lileiit, 
and abfent. 

Emmcline obferVed this with concern ; 
but was not yet intimate enough with her 
to enquire or difcover the caufe. 

Sometimes, when (he was herfelf occu- 
pied in drawing, or fome other purfuit in 
which Mrs. Stafford delighted to inftaid: 
her, (he faw, that her friend, believing 

herfelf 
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hprfelf vuiobferved, gave way to all the 
melancholy that opprefled her heait; and 
as her children were playing round her, 
(he would gaze mournfully on them 'till 
the tears ftreamed down her cheeks. 

By degrees x\\c utJ?iK?ft confidence took 
place between diem on every fubjcd but one* 
Mrs. Stafford never dwelt on the caufe, 
whatever it was, which occafioned her to 
be fo frequently uneafy ; nor did fhe ever 
foiiiplain of being fo : but (he liftened 
with the warmeft interefl to the little tale 
Emmeline had to relate, and told her in 
return as much of her own hiflory as flic 
thought it neceffary for her to know. 

Emineline found that fhe was not a wi- 
dow, as fhe had at firft fuppofed ; for fhe 
fpoke fometimes of her hufband, and faid 
(he expelled him at Swanfea. 

She had been married at a very early 
age ; and they now generally refided at an 
houfe which Mr. Stafibrd*s father, who was 
ftill living, had purchafcd for them in Dor- 
fetfliire. 

" I came hither," faid fhe, ** thus 
^^ early in the year, at Mr. Stafford's re- 
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^^ queft> who is fond of improvements and 
^^ alterations^ and who intends this fum- 
mer to add confiderably toourhoufe; 
which is already too large, I think, for 
our prefent fortune. I was glad to' get 
away from the confufion of workmen, 
^^ to which I have an averfion; and anxir 
^^ ous to let Charles and Henry, who had 
*^ the meailes in the autumn and who have 
*^ been frequently ill fince, have a long 
** courfe of fea-bathing. 1 might indeed 
have gone to Weymouth or fome nearer 
place; but I wifli to avoid general com- 
pany, which 1 could not have done 
where I am fure of meeting fo many of 
my acquaintance. I rejoice now at 
my preference of Swanfca, fince it has 
been the means of my knowing you^ 



xc 
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*^ my dear Emmeline.^ 

^' And I, Madam,^ returned Emme- 
line, ^* have reafon.to confider the concur- 
^^ rence of circumftances that brought you 
** here as the moft fortunate for me. 
'* Yet 1 own to you, that the charm of 
'^ iuch fociety is accompanied with great 
^^ pain, in anticipating the hour when 1 



THE ORPHAN OF tHE CASTLE. fO^ 

*^ muft again return . to . that folitude I 

^^ have 'jtiJl now confidered as my greateft 

^^ enjoyment/* 

" Ah! my dear girl!*' replied Mrs; 

Stafford, " check in its firft appearance a 
propenlity which 1 fee you frequently 
betray, to anticipate difpleafing or un- 
fortunate events. When you have lived 
a few years longer, you will, I fear, 
learn that every day has evils enough 
of it's own, and that it is well for us wc 
know nothing of thofe which are yet 
to come^ I fpeak from experience ; 
for I, when not older than you now arcy 
had a perpetual tendency to fancy fu- 
ture calamities, and embittered by that 
means many of thofe hours which would 
otherwife have been really happy. Yet 
has not my ^ pre-fentiments, tho' moft 
of them have been unhappily verified, 
enabled me to avoid one of thofe thorns 
with which my path has been thickly 
ftrewn.'' 
Emmeline hoped now to hear what 

hand had flxewn them. . 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Stafford, fighing deeply, fell into 
a reverie ; and continuing long filent, Em- 
meline could not refolve to renew ^ con 
yeriatioa fo evidently painful to Ker. 
. It was now fix weeks fince the had firft 
fecn Nfis. Stafford, and the hours had paffed 
in a feries of felicity of which (he had 'till 
then farmed no idea. 

Mrs. Stafford, delighted with the lively 
attachmentof her young friend, was charmed 
to find herfelf capable of adorning her in- 
genuous and tender mijid with all that 
knowledge which books or the world had 
i^lified her to impart. 

They read together every day ; and Em- 
meiinc, under the tuition of her charming 
preceptrefs, had made fome pi'ogrefs in 
, French and Italian ; and (he was amazed 
at her own fuccefs in drawing fince fhe 
had received from Mrs. Stafford rule§ of 
which (he was before ignorant. 

As the fummer advanced, a few flrag- 
glers came in, and it was no longer won- 
derful to fee a ftranger. But Mrs. Stafford 
and Mifs Mowbray, perfedly fatisfied with 

each 
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each other, fought not to enlarge their fo- 
ciety. They fometimes held (hort con- 
verfations with the tranfient vifitants of the 
place, but more ufually avoided thofe 
walks where it was likely they fliould meet 
them. 

Early one morning, they were retummg 
from the bathing pdace together, muffled 
up in their morning dreffes. 

They had feen at a diftance two gentle- 
men, whom they did not particularly no- 
tice ; and Emmeline, leaning on the arm 
of her friend, was again anticipating all 
vihe (hould fuifer when t-he hour came 
which would feparate them, and recol- 
lefting the different company and conver- 
fation to which (he had been condemned 
from the death of Mrs. Carey to her quit- 
ting Mowbray Caftle — 

" You have not only taught me, my 
'' dear Mrs. Stafford,'' faid (he, " to 
*^ dread more than ever being thrown 
** back into fuch company; but you have 
" alfo made me fear that 4 fliall never 
^^ relifh the general converfation of the 

** world. 



^ 
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^^ world. As* I difliked die manners of 
an inferior defcription of people when I 
firft knew them, becaufe they did not 
refemble thofe of the dear good woman 
who brought me up ; fo I fliall . un- 
doubtedly, be difappointed and diflatis- 
fied with the gpneraUty of thofe ac- 
quaintance 1 may meet with, for 1 am 
^' afraid there are as few Mrs. Staffords 
*^ in your rank of life as there were Mrs. 
^' Careys in her^s. However there is no 
great likelihood, I believe, at prefent, 
of my being convinced how little they 
refemble you ; for it is not probable I 
^^ fliall be< taken from hence/' , 

*^ Perhaps,'* anfwered Mrs. Stafford, 
*' you might be permitted to flay fome 
*^ months next winter with me. I fhall 
*' pafs the whole of it in the country; the 
^^ greatefl part of it probably alone; and 
'^ fuch a companion would afEfl in charm- 
^^ ing away many of thofe hours, which 
" now, tho' I have more refources than 
moft people, fometimes are heavy and 
melancholy^ My children are not yet 

'' old 
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old enough to be my companions; and 
I know not how it is^ but I have often: 
more pain than pleafure in being with 
them. When I remember, or when I 
feel how little happinefs. there is in the 
world, 1 tremble for their future deftiny;- 
and in the excefs of afFe(3uoii, regret 
^^ havinor introduced them into a fcene of 
" fo much pain as I have hitherto foimd 
it. But tell me, Em'meline, do you 
think if I apply to Lord MontreviUe he 
will ajiow you to pafs fomc time with 
'* me?" 

** Dear Madam," faid Emmeline, ea- 
gerly, ^^ what happinefs do you offer me ! 
^^ Lord MontreviUe would certainly think 
^ me highly'honoured by fuch an invitation." 
" Shall I anfwer for Lord MontreviUe," 
faid a Voice behind them, ^^ as his imme- 
^^ diate reprefentative?" 

Emmeline ftarted ; and turning quickly, 

beheld Mr. Delamere and Fitz- Edward. 

Delamert caught her hands in his.. 

^^ Have I then found you, my lovely 

^^ coufin?" cried he*—" Qh! happinefs 

" uuexpefted ! 






114 EMMELINE, 

r 

He was proceeding with even more tlmrf 
his ufual vehemence; but Fitz-Eldward 
thought it necejflary to ftop him. 

^^ You promifed, Frederic, before I 
" confented to come with you, that you 
** would defift from thefe extravagant 
flights. Come, I beg Mifs Mowbfay 
may be permitted to fpeak to her other ac- 
quaintance ; and that (he will do us both 
** the honour to introduce us to her friend." 
Emmeline had loft all courage and recol- 
kftion on the appearance of DekHiere. 

Mrs. Stafford faw her diftrefs; and af- 
fuming a cold and diftant manner, ftic 
faid~" Mifs Mowbray, I apprehend from 
*^ what this gentleman has faid, that he 
^^ has a meffage to you from Lord Mon- 
'' treville." 

^^ Has my Lord, Sir,*' faid Emme- 
line to Delamere,— *^ has my Lord Mon- 
" treville been fo good as to honour me 
** with any commands?" 

" Cruel girl V anfwered be ; '^ you 
^* know too well that my father is not ac- 
^* quainted widi my being here." 

f^ Then 
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** Then you certainly ought not to be 
^ here,"faidEmraeline, coolly; "and you 
^^ muft excufe me, Sir, if I beg the favor 
^^ of you not to detain me, nor attempt to 
^^ renew a converfation fo very improper, 
^^ indeed fo cruelly injurious to me," 

Mrs. Stafford had Emmeline^s arm within 
her own, from the commencement of this 
converfation ; and (he now walked haftily 
on with her. 

Delamere followed them, intreating to 
be heard; and Fitz-Edward, addreffing 
Kmlelf on the other fide to Mrs. Stafford, 
befought her in a half whifper to allow his 
friend only a few moments to explain him- 
felf to Mifs Mowbray. 

^^ No, Sir! I muft be excufed,** an* 
fwered fhe — " If Mifs Mowbray does me 
** the honour to confult me, I ftiall cer- 
^* tainly advife her againft committing 
" filch an indifcretion as liftening to Mr. 
" Delamere.** 

^^ Ah, Madam !** faid the colonel, throw- 
ing into his eyes and manner all that infi- 
nuation of which he was fo perfect a mailer, 

'' is 
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is it poflible, that with a countenance 
where foftnefs and compafSon feem to in- 
vite the unhappy to truft you with their 
forrows, you have a cruel and unfeeling 
'* heart ? Lay by for a moment your bar- 
^^ barous prudence in favour of my unfor- 
*^ tiinate friend ; upon my honour, nothing 
^^ but the conviction that his life was at 
^^ flake, would have induced me to ac- 
company him hither ; and I pledge my- 
felf for the propriety of his condud. He 
*^ -only begs to be forgiven by Mifs Mow- 
^^ bray for his improper treatment of her at 
^^ Mowbray Caftle ^ to be aflured (he is in 
*' health and fafety ; and to hear that flie 
*^ does not hate him for all the uneafinefs 
*^ he has given her ; and having done fo, 
*^ he promifes to return to his family. 
'^ Upon my foul'' continued he, laying his 
hand upon his breaft, ^^ I know not what 
*^ would have been the confequence, had 
*^ I not confented to affift him in deceiving 
^^ his family and coming hither : but I 
** have reafon to think he would have 
{^ made fome wild attempt to fecure to 

himfelf 
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himfelf more^ frequent interviews with 
Mifs Mowbray ; and that a total difap- 
pointment of the projeft he had formed 
for feeing her, would have been attended 
with a violence of paflion arifing even to 
frenzy. — Madnefs or death would per- 
haps have been the event/' 
Mrs. Stafford turned her eyes on Fit2;- 
Edward, with a look fufficiently expreflive 
of incredulity —" Does a modern man of 
*' fafhion pretend to talk of madnefs and 
^' death ? You certainly imagine. Sir, that 
*^ you are fpeaking to fome romantic inha- 
^' bitant of a Welch provincial town, 
^' whofe ideas are drawn from a circulating 
^^ library, and confirmed by the converfa- 
^^ tion of the captain in quarters." 

'' Ah, madam,*' faid he, *^ I know not 
*' to whom I have the honour of addreffmg 
^^ myfelf," (though he knew perfeftly 
well ;) " but I feel too certainly that mad- 
*^ nefs and death would be preferable to 
" the mifery fuch coldnefs and cruelty as 
^* your's would inflidt on me, was - it my 
' *^ misfortune to love as violently as Dela- 

*^ mere; 



Il8 EMMELINE, 

^^ mere^ and indeed I tremble, leaft in en- 
** deavouring to affift my friend I have en- 
*^ dangered myfelf/' 

Of this fpecch, Mrs. Stafford, who be- 
lieved he did not know her, took very little 
notice; and turning towards EmmeUne, 
who had in the mean time been liftening in 
trembling apprehenfion to the ardent de- 
clarations of Delamere, faid it was time 
to return home, 

Delamere, without attending to her hint, 
renewed his importunities for her friendftiip 
and intereft with Mifs Mowbray ; to which, 
as foon as he would allow her to anfwer, fhe 
faid very gravely— ^^ Sir, as Mifs Mow- 
^^ bray feems fo much alarmed at your pur- 
^^ fuing her hither, and as you muft be 
** yourfelf fenfible of it*s extreme impro- 
*' priety, I hope you will not lengthen an 
^^ interview which can only produce uneafi- 
*^ nefs for you both/' 

*^ Let us go home, for heaven's fake V 
whifpered Emmeline. 

** They are determined you fee to fol* 

low 
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*^ low US," repKed her friend; ^^ we will 
*^ however go." 

By this time they were near the door ; and 
Mrs. Stafford wiftiing the two gentlemen a 
good morning, was hurrying with Emme- 
line into the houfe ; but Fitz- Edward took 
hold of her arm. 

^' One word, only, madam, and we will 
^^ intrude upon you no farther at prefent : 
*^ fay that you will fuffer us to fee you again 
*' to-morrow. 

^' Not if I can help it, be affured, 
^' Sir." 

'^ Then, madam, "faidDelamere, *^you 
^^ muft allow me to finiOi now what I have 
*^ to fay to Mifs Mowbray." 

^^ Good heaven ! Sir," exclaimed Em- 
meline, " why will you thus perfift in dif- 
* ^ treffing me ? You are perhaps known to 
*^ Mrs. Watkins ; your name will be at 
^* lead known to her; and intelligence of 
^' your being here will be injftantly fent to 
^' Lord Montreville." 

Emmeline, by no means aware that this 
fpeech implied a defire of concealment, the 

motives 
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motives of which might appear highly 
flattering to Delamere, was foon made 
fenfible of it*s import by his anfwer. 

^^ Enough, my adorable Emmeline!*' 
cried he eagerly, " if I am worthy of a 
thought of that fort, 1 am lefs wretched 
than I believed myfelf. I will not now in- 
fill on a longer audience ; but to-morrow 
I muft fee you again. — Your amiable 
friend here will intercede for me. — I 
muft not be refufed ; and will wifti yoii 
a good day before you can form fo 
cruel a refolution." 
So faying, he bowed to Mrs. Stafford, 
kifled Emmeline's hand, and departed with 
Fitz-Edward from the door. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



THE two fair friends no fooner, en- 
tered the houfe, than Emmeline 
ihrew herfelf into a chair, and burft into 
tears, 

^^ Ah ! my dear madam, '^ faid (he, fob- 
bing, *^ what will now become of me ? 
^* Lord Montreville will believe I have 
^^ correfponded with his fon ; he will with- 
^^ draw all favour and confidence from me ; 
^^ and I ftiall be undone !" 

^^ Do not thus diftrefs yourfelf,*' faid 
Mrs. Stafford, tenderly taking her hand— 
I hope the ra(h and cruel condudt of this 
young man will not have the confe- 
quences you apprehend. Lord Mon- 
treville, from your foniier conduit, will 
eafily credit your not having encouraged 
this vifit/' 

'' All! my dear Mrs. Stafford," replied 
Vol, I. G Emme- 
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Emmeline, *^ you do not know Lord 
V Montreville. He haftily formed a notion 
*^ that I made an appointment with Mr. 
*^ Delamere at Mowbray Caftle, when I 
** had not even feen him above once ; and 
*^ though, from my eagerneG to leave it, 
*^ 1 believe he afterwards thought he had 
*^ been too hafty, yet fo ftrong was that 
^^ firft impreffion, that the ilightefl: cir- 
^^ cumftance would, I know, renew it as 
^^ forcibly as ever : for he has one of thofe 
tempers, which having once entertained 
an idea of a perfon's condudt or cha* 
rafter, never really alters it, though 
they fee the moft convincing evidence 
of it*s fallacy. Having once fiippofed I 
favoured the addrefles 6f Mr. Delamere, 
as you know he did, at Mowbray Caftle, 
the prefent vifit will convince him he 
was right, and that I am the moft: artful 
as well as the moft ungrateful of beings/' 
Mrs. Stafford hefitated a moment, and 
then faid, " I fee all the evil you appre- 
f/ hend. To convince Lord Montreville 
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*^ of your ignorance of Delamere's defign, 
*^ and your total rejection of his clandeftlne 
*^ addreffes, fuppofe I were to write to him ? 
*^ He muil be prejudiced and uncanded 
^^ indeed, if after fuch information lie is 
^^ not convinced of your innocence/* 

To this propofal, Emmeline confented, 
with aflurances of the livelieft gratitude ; 
and Mrs, Stafford returning to her lodgings, 
wrote the following > letter to Lord Mon- 
treville : 

Swanfea^ June 20. 

" My Lord, 

^^ A (hort abode at' this place, has 
given me the pleafure of knowing Mifs 
Mowbray, to whofe worth and pmdence 
I am happy to bear teftimony. At the 
*^ requeft of this amiable young woman, 1 
^^ am now to addrefs your Lordlhip with 
^^ information that Mr. Delamere came 
^' hither ycfterday with Mr. Fitz-Edward, 
and has again renewed thofe addreffes to 
Mifs Mowbray which fhe knows to be fo 
difagreeable to your Lordfliip, and which 
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*^ cannot but be extremely prejudicial to 
^' her. Circumflanced as ftie is at this 
*^ place, (he cannot entirely avoid him; 
but (he hopes your Lordlhip will be 
convinced how truly (he laments the 
pain this improper condud: of Mr. De- 
lamere will give you, and (he lofes not 
a moment in befeeching you to write to 
'^ him, or otherwife to interfere in pre- 
^^ vailing on him to quit Swanfea; and to 
^^ prevent his continuing to diftrefs her by 
*^ a purfuit fo unwelcome to you, and fo 
^ injurious to her honour and repofe. 

'^ I have the honour to be, 
^^ my Lord, 
^^ your Lord(hip*s 
^* moft obedient fervant, 

*^ C. Stafford." 

' This letter being extremely approved of 
by Emmeline, was put into the next day's 
poll ; and the two ladies fet out for their 
walk at a very early hour, flattering them- 
felves they (hould return before Delamerc 

and 
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and Fitz- Edward (who was lately raifed to 
the rank of lieutenant-colonel) were abroad. 
But in this they deceived themfelves. 
They were again overtaken by their importu- 
nate purfuers, who had now agreed to vary 
the mode of their attack. Fitz-Edward, who 
knew the power of his iniSdious eloquence 
over the female heart, undertook to plead for 
his friend to Emmeline, while Delamere was 
to try to intereil Mrs. Stafford, and engage 
her good offices in his behalf. 

They no fooner joined the ladies, than De- 
lamere faid to the latter — " After the difcou- 
* ^ raging reception of yefterday , nothing but 
^y being purfuaded that your heart will refufe 

to confirm the rigour you think yourfelf 

obliged to adopt, could make mc ven- 
^^ ture. Madam, to folicit your favour 
^^ with Mifs Mowbray. I now warmly 
^* implore it; and furely" 

" Can you believe. Sir,** faid Mrs 
Stafford, interrupting him, ^^ that / fhall 
** ever influence Mifs Mowbray to liften 
^^ to you ; knowing, as I do, the averfion 
^^ of your family to your entertaining any 

G 3 *^ honourable. 
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.^* honourable views ? and having reafonto 
*^ believe you have yourfelf formed thofe 
*^ that are very different ?** 

^' You have no reafon to believe fb, 
*^ Madam/* interrupted Delamere in hi» 
turn; ^^ and muft wilfully miftake me, 
^* as an excufe for your cold and unkind 
** manner of treating me. By heaven ! I 
*^ love Emmeline with a paflion as pure as 
'* it is violent ; and if (he would but con- 
" fent to it, will marry her in oppofition to 
^* all the world. Aflift me then, dear 
^^ and amiable Mrs. Stafford ! aflift me to 
** conquer the unreafonable prejudice (he 
*^. has concei ved^againft a fecret marriage ! '* 

** Never, Sir, will I counfel Mifs 
*' Mowbray to accept fuch a propofal! 
<< Never will I advife her to unite her- 
** felf with one whofe family difdain to 
'* receive her; and by clandeftinely fteal- 
^* ing into it, either difturb it's peace, or 
^^ undergo the humiliation of living the 
^* wife of a man who dares not own her!*' 

^* And who. Madam, has faid that I 
^^ dajpe HOC own h^r ? Does not the fame 

^^ blood 
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" Blood run in our veins? Is fiie not 
^' worthy, from her perfonal merit, of a 
^* throne if I had a throne to offer her ? 
^^ And do you fuppofe I mean to facrifice 
*' the happinefs of my whole life to the 
^' narrow policy or felfilh ambition of 
" my father?** 

Wait then, Sir, 'till time fhall pro- 
duce fome alteration in your favour. 
Emmeline is yet very young, too young 
^ indeed to marry. Perhaps, when Lord 
^ and Lady Montreville are convinced 
^ that (he only can make you happy, they 
^^ may confent to your union/' 

*' You little know. Madam, the hopc- 
'* kffnefs of fxK:h an expectation. Were 
it pofSble that any arguments^ any mo- 
tives could engage my father to fcwego 
all the projefts of aggrandizing his fa- 
mily by fplendid and ridi alliances, 
my mother will, I know, ever be inexor- 
'^ able. She will not hear the name of 
^* Emmeline. Laft winter (he inceiFantly 
perfecuted me with propofals of mar- 
riage, and is now bent upon perfuading 
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me to engage my hand to Mifs Otley, 
a relation of her own, who poflefles in- 
deed an immenfe fortune, and is of 
rank; but who of all women living 
would make me the moft miferable. 
The fatiguing arguments I have heard 
about this match, and the fruitlefs and 
inceffant folicitude of my mother, con- 
vince me I cannot, for both our fakes, 
too foon put an end to it." 
Mrs. Stafford, notwithftanding the ve- 
hement plaufibility of Delamere, ftill de- 
clined giving to Emmeline fuch advice 
as he wifhed to engage her to offer; and 
tho' aware of all the advantages fuch a 
marriage would procure her friend, (he 
would not influence her to a determina- 
tion her heart could not approve. 

While Delamere therefore was pleading 
vainly to her, Fitz-Edward was ^xhauft- 
ing, in his difcourfe with Emmeline, all 
that rhetoric on behalf of his friend, which 
had already fucceeded fo frequently for 
himfelf. Tho* he had given way to 
Delamere's eagemefs, and had accompa- 
nied 
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nied him in purfuit of Mifs Mowbray, after 
a few feeble arguments againft it, he 
never intended to encourage him in his 
refolution of marrying her; which he 
thought a boyifh and romantic plan, and 
one of which he would probably be weary 
before it could be executed. But as it was a 
military maxim, that in love and war all 
flxatagems are allowable, he failed not to 
lay as much ftrefs on the honourable in*- 
tentions of Delamere, as if he had really 
meant to affift in carrying them into effed:. 

Emmeline heard him in filence: or 
when an anfwer of fome kind feemed ta 
be extorted from her, fhe told" him that 
flie referred herfelf entirely to Mrs. Staf- 
ford, and would not even fpeak upon 
the fubjeft but befo;^e her, and as ftie 
Ihould diftate. 

In this way feveral meetings pafled be- 
tween Delamere, the colonel, and the 
two ladies ; for unlefs the latter had wholly 
confined themfelvcs, there was no poflible 
way of avoiding the importunate afliduity 
of the gendemen. Fitz-Edward had a 

G 5 fervant;- 
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fervant who was an adept ki ftidh cofH-« 
miflions, and whd was kept conftantly o» 
the watch ; fo that they were traced and 
followed, in fpite of all their endeavours to 
Avoid it. 

Mrs. Stafford, however, perfuaded Em- 
meline to he lefs uneafy at it, as (he aflured 
her fhe would never leave her ; and that 
there could be ho mifreprefentation of hei* 
condu6t while they were together. 

Every day they expefted fome confe-» 
quence from Mrs. Stafford's letter to Lord 
Montreville ; but for ten days, though they 
had heard nothing, they fatisfied themfelves 
with conjedlures. 

■ Ten days more inferifibly paffed by ; and 
they began to think it very extraordinary 
jthat his Lordfhip (hould give no attention 
to an affair> which only a few months before 
Teemed to have occafioned him fo much 
ferious alarm. 

In this interval, Delamere faw Emmeline 
every day ; and Fitz-Edward, on behalf of 
Ids friend's views, attached himfelf to Mrs. 
StaflTord with an attention as marked and as 

warm 
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warm as that of Delainere towards Mife 
Mowbray. 

He was well aware of the power a womaa 
of her underftanding muft have over an 
teart like Emmeline's ; fo new to the World, 
fo ingeniKMas, and fo much inclined to in- 
dulge all the delicious enthufiafm of early 
friendihip. 

He liad had a flight acquaintance with 
Mrs. Stafford when (he was firft married ; 
and knew enough of her hlifband to be in-» 
formed of the fource of that dejedion^ 
which, through all her endeavours to con- 
ceal it, frequently appeared; and having 
lived always among thofc who coniider ^t* 
tachment^ to married women as allowable 
gallantries, and liaving had but too much 
fuccefs among them, Fitz-Edward thought 
he could take advantage of Mrs. Stafford's 
fituation, to entangle her in a connexion 
which would make her more indulgent to 
the weaknefs of her friend for Delamere* 

Bat fuch was the awful, yet fimple dig- 
nity of her manner, and fo facred tl>e pu- 
rity of unaffefted virtue, that be dared not 

G 6 hazard 
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hazard offending her ; while aware of the 
tendency of hi§ flattering and inceffant afli- 
duity, (he was al>^ays watchful to prevent 
any diminution of the refpedt fhe had a 
right to exaft; and without affefting to 
(hun his fociety, which was extremely agree- 
able, Ihe never fuffered him to affume, in his 
converfarion witlvher, thofe freedoms which 
often made him admired by others; nor 
allowed him to avow that libertinifm of 
principle which (he lamented that he pof- 
feffed. 

Fitz-Edward, who had at firfi: under- 
taken to entertain her merely with a view 
of favouring Delamere's converfarion with 
Emmelin?, infenfibly found that it had 
charms on his own account. He could not 
be infenfible of the graces of a mind fo 
highly cultivated ; and he felt his admira- 
tion mingled with a reverence and efteem 
of which he had never before been fenfible : 
but his vanity was piqued at the coldnefs 
with which fhe received his ftudied and de- 
licate adulation ; and, for the firft time in 
his life, he was obliged to acknowledge to 

•himfelf 
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himfelf that there njight be a woman whofe 
mind was fuperior to it's influence. 

Not being difpofed very tranquilly to 
fubmit to this mortifying conviction, he 
became more anxious to fecure that partia- 
lity from Mrs. Stafford, which, fince he 
found it fo hard to acquire, became neceflfary 
to his happinefs ; and, in the hope of ob- 
taining it, he would probably long have per- 
filled, had not his attention been foon after- 
wards diverted to another objeft. 

It wanted only a few days of a month 
fince Mrs. Stafford's letter was difpatched 
to Lord Montreville. But the carelelfnefs 
of the fervant who w-as left in charge of the 
houfe in Berkley-fq'uare was the only reafon 
of his not noticing it. 

Immediately after the birth-day, his 
Lordfhip had quitted London" on a vifit to 
a nobleman in Buckinghamfhire, whidier 
liis fon had attended him, and where they 
parted. Delamere, under pretence of fee- 
ing his friend Percival, really went into 
Berkshire ; and Lord Montreville, having 
infilled on DeliUXiere's joining him at the 

** houfe 
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houfe of Lady Mary Otley, beyond Dur- 
ham, where Lady Montreville and her two 
daughters were aheady gone, fet out him- 
felf for that place, where they intended tp 
pafs the months of July and Auguft. He 
had many friends to vifit on the road ; and 
when his-Lordftiip arrived xhere, he found 
all hi^ letters had, inflead of following him 
as he had direfted, been fent immediately 
thither ; and inftead of finding his fon, or 
an account of his intended arrival, he had 
the mortification of reading Mrs. Stafford's 
information. 

Delamerehad, indeed, pafled a f^wday^ 
with Mr. Percival, and had written to his 
father from thence ; but he had alfo feen 
Headly, from whom he had extorted the 
itcret of Emmeline's refidence. 

Fitz- Edward, to whofe filler Mr. Per- 
cival was lately married, had joined Dela- 
mere at the houfe of his brother-in-law : and 
Delamere perfifting m his refolution of 
feeing Emmeline, had, without much diffi- 
culty, prevailed on Fitz-Edward, (who had 
fome weeks on his hands before he was to 

join 
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join hi$ regiment in Ireland, and who had 
ho averfion to any plan that looked like an 
intrigue) to accompany him. 

They contrived to gain Mr. Percival : 
and Delamere, by inclofmg letters to him, 
which were forwarded to his father as if he 
had been ftill there, imagined* that he had 
prevented all probability of difcovery. 
Gould he have perfuaded EmmeUne to a 
Scottifh marriage, (which he very firmly 
. believed he ftiould) he intended, as foon 
as they were married, to have taken her to 
the houfe of Lady Mary Otley, and to have 
prefented her t6 his father, his mother, his 
fifters, and Lady Mary and her daughter, 
who were alfo his relations, as his wife. 

Lord Montreville, on reading Mrs. Staf- 
ford's lettet, (hut himfelf up in his own 
apartment to confider what was to be 
done. 

He knew Delamere too well to believe 
that writing, or the agency of any other per- 
fon, would have on him the leaft efFedt. 

He was convinced therefore he muft go 
liimfelf ; yet to return immediately, without 

giving 
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giving Lady Montreville fome veiy good 
reafon, was impoffible ; nor could he think 
of any that would content her, but the truths 
Though he would very willingly have con- 
cealed from her what had happened, he was 
obliged to fend for her, and communicate 
to her the intelhgence received from Mrs. 
Stafford. 

Her Ladyfliip, whofe pride was, if pof- 
fible, more than adequate to her high 
blood (and whofe paffions were as ftrong 
as her reafon was feeble) received this in- 
formation with all thofe expreflibns of rage 
and contempt which Lord Montreville had 
forefeen. 

Though the conduft of Emmeline was 
fuch as all her prejudice could not mif- 
undeiftand, fhe loaded her with harfh and 
injurious appellations, and blamed his 
Lorddiip for 'having foftered a little reptile, 
who was now likely to difgrace and ruin the 
family to which (he pretended to belong. 
She protefted, that if Delamere dared to 
harbour fo degrading an idea as that of 
marrying her, (he would blot him for ever 

from 
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from her afFedion, and if poffible from her 
memory. 

Lord Montreville was obUged to wait *till 
the violence of her firft emotion had. fub- 
fided, before he ventured to propofe going 
himfelf to recall Delamere. 

To this propofal, however, her Ladylhip 
agreed; and when fhe became a little 
cooler, confented readily to conceal, if pof- 
fible, from Lady Mary Otley, the reafon pf 
Lord Montreville's abrupt departure, which 
was fixed for the next day ; for the know- 
ledge of it could not have any good efFe£k 
on the fentiments of Lady Mary and her 
daughter ; the former of whom was at pre- 
fent as anxious as Lady Montreville for an 
union of their famiUes. 

After fome farther refleftion, Lord Mon- 
treville thought that as Delamere was ex- 
tremely fond of his youngeft fitter, her in- 
fluence might be of great ufe in detaching 
him from his purfuit. It was therefore fet- 
ded that fhe fhould accompany his Lord- 
fhip ; making the mofl plaufible flory they 
covild, to account for a departure fo un- 

expeftcd j 
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expefted; and leaving Lady Montreville 
and Mifs Delamere as pledges of their in- 
tended return. Lord Montreville and his 
daughter Augufta fet out poft for London,- 
isi their way to Swanfea, 
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EMMELINE had, for fome days, 
complained of a flight indifpofition ; 
and being fomewhat better, had determined 
to walk out in die evening ; but having ra- 
ther favoured and indulged her illnefs, as it 
gave her a pretext for avoiding Delamere, 
(whofe long and vehemient afliduities begaa 
to give great uneafinefs to both the ladies), 
fee ftill anfwered to their enquiries that flie 
was too ill to kave her room, and in con- 
{equence of this meffage, fhe and Mrs^ 
Stafford, who came to fit with her, foon^ 
afterwards faw the Colonel and Delamere 
ride by as if for their evening airing. They 

kiffed 
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kifled their hands as they paffed ; and as 
foon as the ladies believed them quite out 
of fight, and had obferved the way they 
had gone, Emmeline, who had confined 
herfelf three days to her room, and who 
languifhedforair, propofed a (hort walk the 
oppofite way, to which Mrs. Stafford con- 
fented ; and as foon as the heat was a lit- 
tle abated, diey fet out, and enjoyed a com- 
fortable and quiet wdk for near an hour ; 
from which they were returning, when they 
law Delamere and Fitz-Edward riding to- 
wards them. 

They difmounted, and giving their 
horfes to their fervants, joined them ; De-» 
* lamcre reproaching Emmeline for the arti- 
fice (be had ufed, yet congratulating 
himfelf on feeing her again. But his eyes 
eagerly running over her perfon, betrayed 
his extreme anxiety and concern at obferv- 
ing her pale and languid looks, and the 
laflitude of her whole firame. 

Fitz-Edward, in a whifper, made die 
fame remarks on her appearance to Mrs^ 
Stafford; who anfwered, ^^ that if Mr. 

^^ Delamere 
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'* Delaitiere perfifted in purfuing her, fhc 
*^ did not doubt but that it would end in 
her going into a decline. 

Say rather,'* anfwered Fitz-Edward 
artfully, *^ that the interefting languor on 
the charming countenance of your friend, 
arifes from the fenfibility of her hearts 
She cannot furely fee Delamere dying 
^^ for her as he is, without feeling fome 
difpofition to anfwer a paflion fo ardent 
^' and fincere. I know it is impoffible fhe 
fhould. It is only your Stoical prudence, 
your cold and unfeeling bofom, which 
can arm itfelf againft all the enthufiafm 
of love, all the tendemefs of friendftiip. 
Mifs Mowbray's heart is made of fofter 
** materials ; and were it not for the in- 
'^ human refer\:e you have taught her, 
^^ poor Delamere had long fmce met a. 
*^ more fuitable return to an attachment,. 
^^ of which almofl any other woman would 
^^ glory in being the objeft/' 

There was fomething in this fpeech par- 
ticularly difpleafing to Mrs. Stafford ; -wha 

anfvei:ed, " that he could not pay her a 

conv- 
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^^ compliment more gratifying, than when 
^* he told her Ihe had been the means of 
*^ faving Mifs Mowbray from indifcretion ; 
*^ though flie was well convinced that her 
'^ own excellent underftanding, and purity 
*' of heart, made any monitor unneceffary/' 
However," continued (he, ^^ if you 

think that my influence has prevented 

her entering into all the wild projefts of 
" Mr. Delamere, continue to believe, that 
" while I am with her the fame influence 
^^ will invariably be exerted to the fame 
^^ purpofe.'' 

Delamere and Emmeline, who were a 
few paces before them while this dialogue 
was pafling, were now met by Parkinfon, 
tlie colonel's fervant, who addrefling him- 
felf to Delamere, told him that Lord Mon- 
'treville and one of the young ladies were 
that moment alighted from their carriage 
at the inn, and had fent to his lodgings tQ 
enquire for him. 

Mrs. Stafford advancing, heard the intel- 
ligence, and looked anxioufly at Emmeline, 

who 
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who turned paler than dea{h at the thoughfS 
of Lord Montre ville. 

Delamere was alternately red and pale. 
He hefitated, and tried to flatter himfelf 
that Parkinfon was miftaken ; while Fitz- 
Edward, who found he (hould be awkardly 
lituated between the fatlicr and fon, filently 
meditated his defence. 

Mrs. Stafford, who faw Emmelinc ready 
to link with the apprehenCon of being feen 
walking with Delamere, intreated the gen- 
tlemen to leave diem and go to Lord Mon- 
treville ; which fhe at length prevailed on 
them to do; Delamere preffing Emme- 
line*s hand to his lips, and protefting, with 
a vehemence of manner particularly his 
own, that no power on earth fhould oblige 
him to relinquifli her. 

Mrs. Stafford got thetrembhng Emmelinc 
home as well as fhe could; where fhe en- 
deavoured to ftrengthen her refolution and * 
reflore her fpirits, by reprefenting to her 
the perfect reftitude with which fhe had 
afted. 

But pool* Delamere, who had no fuch 

con- 
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confolatory refledions, felt very uneafy, 
and would willingly have avoided the im- 
mediate explanation which he faw muft 
now take place with his father. 

He deiermined, however, to temporize 
no lon^r ; but being abfolutely fixe4 in 
liis refolution of manying Emmeline, to 
t^U his father fo, and to meet all the efFcfts 
of his ano-er at once. 

In this difpoiition he defired Fitz- 
Edward to leave him ; and he entered alone 
the parlour of the inn where Lord Mon- 
treviik waitied for him. His countenance 
expreffed a mixture of anger and confu- 
iion ; whiie that of his Lordftiip betrayed 
yet ftemer fymptoms of the date of his 
uiind. 

Augufta Delamcre, her eyes red with 
weeping, and her voice feultering tl^^igh 
agitation, arofc, and iixet her brother half 
way. 

*' My dear brother,'' faad fhe, taking his 
hand. 

He kiflid her cheek ; and bowing to his 
fatlier, hi down. 

^' I have 
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*^ I have taken the trouble to come hi- 
^^ ther, Sir/' faid Lord Montreville, ^^ in 
confequence of having received fhfor- 
mation of the wicked and unworthy pur- 
*^ fuit in which you have engaged. I com- 
^^ mand you upon your duty inftantly to 

^^ return with me, and renounce for ever 

> 

the fcandalous projedt of feducing an in- 
nocent young woman, whom you ought 
rather to refpedt and whom / will pro- 
" teft/' 

" 1 intend ever to do both. Sir ; and 
'^ when fhe is my wife, you will be releafed 
^^ from the tafk of protefting her, and will 
only have to love her as much as her 
merit deferves. Be aflured, my Lord, 
I have no fuch defigns againft the 
honour of Mifs Mowbray as you impute 






cc 

*^ to me. It is my determined and unal- 
" terable intention to marry her. Would 



to God your LordChip would conquer 
the unreafonable prejudice which you 
have conceived againft the only union 
*^ which will fecure the happinefs of your 
^* fon, and endeavour to reconcile my 

^^ mother 
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^"^ mother to a inarriage on which I am re- 
*^ folved/' 

Having pronounced thefe words in a re- 
folute tone, he arole from hi^ feat, bowed 
flighdy to his father, and waving his hand 
to kis filler, as if to prevent her following 
him, he walked indignantly out of the 
room. 

Lord Montreville made no effort to flop 
him. 

But the recollection of the fatal indul- 
gence with which he had been brought up, 
recurred forcibly to his Lordfhip's mind ; 
and he felt his anger againfl his fon half 
fubdued by the reproaches he had to make 
himfelf. The very fight of this darling 
fbn, was fo gratifying, that he almofl for- 
got his errors when he beheld him. 

After a moment's paufe. Lord Montre- 
ville faid to his daughter, " You fee, Au* 
'^ gufta, the difpofition your brother is 
*' in. Violent meafures will, I fear, only 
''^ make him defperate. We mufl try 
"^^ what can be done by Mifs Mowbray 
^^ herfelf, who will undoubtedly confent to 

Vol, L H '' ^lude 
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elude his purfuit, and time may perhaps 
detach him from it entirely. For this 
piirpofe, I would have you fee Emmeline 
*' to-morrow early ; and having talked to 
" her, we can confider on what to deter- 
*' mine. To night, try to recover your 
^* fatigue.'* 

*' Let me go to night, Sir,*' faid his 
(laughter. — " It is not yet more than eight 
** o'clock, and I am fenfible of no fatigue 
^* that (hould prevent my feeing the young 
^* lady immediately," 

Lord Montreville aflenting, Mifs De- 
lamere, attended by a fervant, walked to the 
houfe of Mrs. Watkins. 

The door was opened by the good wo- 
man herfelf; and on enquiry for Mifs 
Mowbray, fhe defired the lady to walk 
in, and fit down in her little room, while 
flie went up to let Mifs know. — ^' For I 
" can't tell," faid flie, (folding up a 
flocking Ihe was knitting) '^ whether flie 
^' be well 'enough to fee a ftrange gen- 
*' tlewoman. She have been but poorly 
^^ for this week ; and to night, after (he 

^^ came 
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*^ came from walking, (he wasinfuch a 
*^ takipg, poor thing, we thought fhe'd 
*^ had a fit ; and fo M^dato. Stafford, who 
^- is juft gone, bid her (he thould lie down * 
/V a httle and keep ,qtiiet,"\ : ; 

This accbunc added to the difquietof the 
lair mediatrix; who fancied the heart of 
Emmeline could hardly fail of t)^ing' of 
Delamere^s party,, and that unea^inefs at hi^ 
father's arrival occafioned the agitation .of 
her fpirits which Mrs. Watkins defcribedw • 

Mrs. Watkins ■ returned inimediapely, 
faying that Mifs Emmy would be down in 
a moment. ■-. 

Emmeline inflantly giiefled who k was, 
by the defcriptibn of -the young L;.ady 
and the livery of the fervant who attended 
her. 

And now, with a beating heart and un- 
certain ftep, flie entered the room. 

Mifs Delamere had been prepared to fee 
a very beautiful pexfon : but the fair figure 
whom {he now beheld, though lefsdazUngly 
handfome than fhe eicpefted, was yet more 
interefting and atti*a<5tive tlmn fhe would 

H 2 have 
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have appeared in the higheft bloom of 
luxuriant beauty. Her late illnefs had 
robbed her cheeks of that tender bloom they 
«foally boafted ; timidity and apprehenfion 
deprived her of much o( the native dignity 
of her ^manner ; yet there was fomething in 
her fece and deportment that inftantly pre- 
judiced Mife Delamere in her favour, and 
made her acknovsrledge that her brother's 
paffion had at le^ perfonal charms for it^s 
cxcufe. 

A filent curtfey pafled between the two 
ladies— and both being feated, Mifs Dtla- 
mere began. — 

** I believe, Mife Mowbray, you know 
^* that my father. Lord Montrcviile, in 
'* confequence of a letter received from 
*^ Mrs. Stafford, who is, he underftands, a 
'* friend of your's, arrived here this morn- 
^' ing.'* 

^^ The letter, madam, wais written at my 
*^ particular requeft ; that my Lord did not 
*^ notice it fo6ner, has, believe me, given 
•^ me great concern.'^ 

^^ 1 do fincerely believe it ; and every 

'' body 
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*^ body muft applaud your candid in this 
^* afiair. My father wa^, by accident, pre- 
" Teoted receiving the fleeter for foriie 
^ weeks, v As ibon as it reached him, we 
*^ fet out, ind he Ims now fent me to you, 
*^ my dear coufin (for be aflured I an* 
^^ delighted with the relationfliip) to 
^ confuk with you oq what we ought to 
^ do-'* 

Emmeline, confoled yet affe^led by this 
confiderate fpeecli, found herfclf relieve* 
by tears. 

*^ Though I am unable, madam," faid 
flie, recovering herfelf, " to advife, be 
*^ aflured, I am ready to do whatever you 
^* and Lord Montrevillc fliall diftate, to 
*^ put an end to the projects your brother 
** fo perfeveringly attempts. Ah ! Mifs^^ 
** Dclamerc; my fituation is fiAgularly 
*^ diftreffing. It demands all your pity ; alt 
^^ your father's proteftion ! " 

*^ You have, you Ihail have both, rxvjjt 
•^ dear Emmeline ! as well as o\xc admira- 
** tion for your noble and heit)ic cohduft ;} 
** and I beg you will not, By being thus 

H 3, " uneafy,. 
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^* uneafy, mjure your health and deprefs 
** your fpirits/^ ' . 

This and many other confoling fpeeches, 
dehvered in the purfuafive voice of friendly 
fympathy, almoft reftored Emmeline to her 
lifual compofure ; and after being together 
near an hour, Mifs Delamere took her leave, 
charmed with her new acquaintance, and 
convinced that (he would continue to a6k ^ 
with the moft exaft obedience to the wiflies 
of Lord Montreville. 



MVm 



CHAPTER X. 

LORD MontreviUe, on hearing from 
his daughter what had paffed betweerv 
her and Emmeline, was difpofed to hppe, 
that fince (he was fo willing to affift in ter- 
minatmg for ever the views of Delamere, 
they ftiould t|p able to prevail on him to 
relii&quiih them* 

While 
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While Mifs Delamere was with Emme- 
line, his Lordihip had himfelf waited oil 
Mrs. StafFord, to whom he thought himfelf 
obliged- 
He thanked her for the letter with which 
Ihe had favoured him; and faid, "that 
*^ having heard of the great regard with- 
^^ which fhe honoured Mifs Mowbray, he' 
" waited on her to beg her advice, in the* 
' ^ prefent difficult circumftance. Since Mr. 
^^ Delamere has purfued her hither,'^ feid 
his Lordlhip, " Ihe cannot remain here; 
*' but to find, a fitiiation that will be proper 
*^ for her, and concealed from him, I own 
^V appears fo difficult, that I know not on 
^' what to determine." 
. '' My Lord," anfwered Mrs. Stafford, 
''I intended, to have aiked your Lord- 
" fhip's permiffion to have been favoured' 
" with Mifs Mowbray's company for fome 
*^ months ; and. ftill hope to be indulged 
*^ with it when I return home. But could 
**. I go thither now, which I cannot, (my 
^* houfe not being in a condition to re- 
*^ ceive me,) it would be impoffible to 
^^ prevent Mr. Delamere's knowledge of 

H 4 " b.^^ 
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^* her abode^ if (he was with me* But 
'^ furely Mr. Delamere will leave this place 
** with you, and will not oblige Mifs 
** Mowbray to quit her home to avoid 
'' him/' 

*^ Ah, madam V* anfwer^ed Lord Mojp- 
treville, *' you do not yet know my fon. 
The impetuofity of his temper, which 
has never been reftrained, it is now out 
of my power to check ; whatever he de- 
termines on he will execute, and I have 
too much reafon to fear that oppofitiojp.. 
only ferves to ftrengthen his refolution. 
While Emmeline is here, it will be im- 
poflible to prevail on him to quit the 
place : and though her behaviour has 
hitherto been irreproachable and meri- 
torious^ how can I flatter myfelf that fo 
young a woman will continue fteadily to 
refufe a marriage, which would not only 
relieve her at once from the difficulties 
and dependance of her fituation, but 
raife her to an elevated rank and a 
fplendid fortune/* 

'' T9 which/' faid Mrs. Stafford, '' (he 

" would 
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^ would do honour. I do nQt, jiowever^ 
*^ prefume to offer my opiuion to yow 
^ Lordlhip. You have, undoubtedly,, 
very ftrong reafons for your oppoficioa 
to Mr. Delamere's wifhes : and hift 
affluent fortune and future rank certainly 
give him a right to expedt both the one 
and the other in whoever he fhall marry.. 
But a more lovely perfon, a better heart, 
a more pure and elegant mind, be will 
no where meet with. Mifs Mowbray 
will refleft as much credit as flie can 
borrow, on any family to which (he may 
be allied/* 

** 1 acknowledge, madam, that Mifj. 
Mowbray is a very amiable young wo- 
man ; but (he never can be the wife of 
my foft ; and you I am fure are toe con* 
fiderate to give any encouragement jo fa 
impoffible an idea.'* ';; 

After fome farther converfation, Mrs^ 
Stafford promifed to endeavour to recoUedt 
a proper fituation f« Mifs Mowbray^ 
where fhe might be fecurcd from the im- 

H 5^, pcwtunitie^ 
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portunitles of Dclamerc ; and his LoixUhip 
took his leave. 

By fix o^clock the next mormng, Dela- 
mere was at Mrs. Watkins's door ; and no- 
body being vifible but the maid fervant, he 
entered the parlour, and told her he wanted 
to fpeak with Mifs Mowbray; but would wait 
until flic arofe. 

The maid told her miftrefs, who imme- 
diately defcended ; and Delamere, who was 
known to her as a. young Lord who was in 
love with Mifs Emmy, was courtcoufly in* 
vited to her own parlour, and ftie offered to 
go up with any meffage he ftiould be pleafed 
to fend. - , f 

He begged flae would only fay to Mifs 
Mowbray that a gentleman defired to fpeak 
to her on bufinefs of confequence. 
. Byt the good woman, who thought flie 
could do more jufticeto her employer, told 
Emmeline, wha was drefling herfelf, that 
^^ the handfome young lord as ufed to walk 
*^ every night with her and Madam Stafford 
^' was below, and .wanted to fpeak to her 
<^' dii;eaiy.'' 

At 
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At this information, Emmeiine was ex- 
tremely alarmed. She confidered herfelf as 
particularly bound by what had pafled the 
evening before between her and Augufta 
Delamere, to avoid her brother ; and fucli 
an interview as he now demanded muft' 
have an appearance to Lord Mbntreville of 
which ftie could not bear to think. She 
defired Mrs, Watkins, therefore, to let the 
gentleman know that (he was not well, and 
could not feeany body.. 

^' Why,'* Lord, Mifs!^' exclaimed the 
officious landlady, "what can you mean 
" now by that ? What, go for to refufefee 
** ing fuch an bandfome young man, who 
" is a Lord, and the like of that ? I am fure 
" it is fo'foolifli, that I Ihan't carry no fiich 
" meffage." 

f * Send Betty with it then,** anfwered Em- 
meiine coldly ; " let her inform the gentle- 
^* man I cannot be feen.'*- 

" Well,'' faid Mrs. Watkins, as flie 
defcended, " it is ftrange nonfenfe to my 
fancy ; but fome folks never knows what 

• they would be at.** 

She then returned to the parlou**, and 

H 6 very 
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very reludantly delivered the ahfwer to Mr. 
Delamere; w]|o a£ked if Emineline was 
really ill ? 

*^ rU/' faid the complaifant hoftefi^ 
*^ I fc^ nothing that ails her : laft night, 
** indeed, ftie was in a defperate taking, and. 
** we had much ado to hinder her from 
*• going into a fit; but to day I anii fure 
** (he looks as if flic was as well as ever."^ 

Delamere alked for a pen-^nd ink, with 
which (he immediately furnifhcd him ; and 
officioufly offering to get him fome break- 
fafl:, he accepted it to g^in time* And 
while it was. preparing be fent up to Em- 
meline the following note : 

*' I came hither to entreat only one 
quarter of an hour's converfatioa, which 
you cruelly deny me. You determine 
^ then, Emmeline, to drive me to defpair l 
You may certainly ftill refiife to fee 
me ; but you cannot oblige me to quit 
this place, or to lofe fight of your abod^ 
My father will, therefore^ gain nothing 
by his ill-judged jotimey hichen 

•«^But 
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•^ But if fCHj. will allow me the intcsrvior 
*M folicit, and after it fliU continue to de^ 
•* fire my abfence, I will give you my pro^ 
*• mife to go from hence to-morrow. 

F. Del A ME RE. 

The maid was fent up with this billet to^ 
Emmeline ; who, after a moment's confi- 
deration, determined to fend it to Mifs-. 
Delamere, and to tell herein an en vellope,, 
how Ihe was fituated. 

Having enclofed it therefore, and defired' 
the maid to go with it without faying whi- 
ther (he was going, (lie bid her, as flie went 
through the houfe, deliver to Mr. Dela- 
mere another note, which was as follows: 

"Sir, 

" Your requeft of an interview, I thinK. 
myfelf obliged on every account to re^- 
fufe. I am extreniely fbrry you deter- 
** mine to perfevere in offering me pro- 
•* pofals, to which, though they do me a 
^ very high and uiadeferved honour, I never 

** ought 






" ought to liften ; and excufe me if I aJdi- 
" that I never will. 

'^-^ Emmeline Mowbray/' 



EHimeline had not before fo pofitively 
exprefled her rejeftion of Delamere's ad-- 
drefles. The peremptory ftile, therefore, 
of this billet, added to his extreme vexation- 
at being overtaken by his father, and the 
little hope that feemed to remain for him 
any way, operated altogether on his rafli 
and paiiionate difpofition, and feemed to 
affeft him with a temporary frenzy. He 
ftamped about the room, dallied his head' 
againft the wainfcot, and feizing Mrs^ Wat- 
kins by the arm, fwore^ with the moft 
frightful vehemence, that he would fee 
Mifs Mowbray though death were in the, 
way. 

The woman concluding he was mad, 
fcreamed out to her hufband, who defcend- 
ing from his chamber in aftonifhment, put 
himfelf between his wife and the ftranger, 
demanding his bufinefs ? 

*' Alack"^ 
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' '** Alack-a-day V* cried Mrs. Watkins, 
^ ^tis the young Lord. He is gone mad, 
" to be fure, for the love of Mifs, up 
" ftairs/' 

Emmeline, who in fo fmall a houfe could 
not avoid hearing all that paffed, now 
thought it better to go down; for (he knew 
enough of Delamere to fear that the efFeAs 
of his fit of paffibn might be veiy ferious ; 
and was certain that nothing could be more 
improper than fo much confufion. 

She therefore defcended the ftairs, with 
trembling feet, and entered Mrs. Wat- 
kins parlour ; where (he faw Delamere, his 
eyes fiaihing fire and his hands clenched; 
ftorming round the room, while W^atkins 
followed hiiTv and bowing in his awkward 
way, " begged his Honour would only 
.^* pleafe to fee pacified*" v 

There • was fpmething fo terrifying in the 
wild loQks^pf the young man, that Enime- 
linevhavijng only half opened the door, re- 
treated again from it, and was haftening 
st^sty.. But Delaniere had feen her; and 
• darting out aifter ber, caughtfier before flie 

could 
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could efcapc out of the paflage, and (he 
was compelled to return into the room with 
him ; where, on condition of his being 
more compofed, ihe agreed to fit down and 
liften to him. 

Watkins and his wife having left the 
n)om, Dfelamere again renewed his folicita* 
tions for a Scottilh expedition. " How-* 
** ever averfe/* faidhe, "my father and 
•• mother may at prefent be to our marriage, , 
I know they will be immediately recon* 
died when it is irrevocable. But if you 
continue ta harden your heart againft 
me, of what advantage wiir it be to 
Aem? Their ambition will fHH iuffer;, 
forlhcre fwear by aU that is facred> that. 
•* then I aever will marrj at all; and' 
** by my dying without pofterity^ their. 
** views will fbx ever bo aljortive and^ 
** their prqjc6ts diftppointed.** 

To this, andevejgr other argument Delt^- 
mere ufed^ EmmeHne anfwered,, ^^ that 
^ having determined never to accept:of his > 
*^ hand, fitiiated as Ihe at prefent wa%- 
^' tsodttn^ imM iiidm;6 her to brealt 

^ througbi 
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^^ through a determination which alone 
** coyld fecure her the approbation of her 
" own heart/* 

He then afked her, *^ whether, if the 
*^ confent of Lord and Lady Montreville 
*' could be obtained, Ihe would continue 
*^ averfe to him ? '* 

This queftion (he evaded, by faying, 
" that it was to no purpofe to conftder how 
'* ihe (hould a6t in an event fo unlikely to 
" happen.'* 

He then again exerted all the elo- 
quence which love rather than reafon lent 
him. But Emmehne combated his argu- 
ments with thofe of reditude and honour, 
by which ftie wa^ refolutely bent to abide. 

This fteadincfs, originating from princi- 
ples he could not controvert or deny, feemed, 
while it (hewed him all its hopeleiTnefs, to 
give new force to his paffion. He became 
again almoft frantic, and was anew afting 
the part of a madman, when Mrs. Sta(Ford 
and Mifs Delamere entered the houfe, and 
enquiring for Mifs Mowbray, were (hewn 
into the room were (he was. with Delamere ; 

who^ 
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Ti'ho, almoft exhaufted by the violence of 
thofe emotions he had fo bonndlefsly in- 
dulged, had now thrown himfelf into a 
qhair, with his head leaning againft the 
wainfcot ; his hair was difhevelled, his eyes 
fwoln, and his countenance exprefled fo 
much paflionate forrow, that Aiigufta 
Delamere, extremely {hocked, feared to 
fpeak to him: while Emmeline, on the 
oppofite fide of the room, fat with her 
handkerchief to her eyes ; and as foon as- 
fhe faw Mrs. Stafford, fhe threw herfelf 
ioto her arms and fobbed aloud* 

Delamere looked at Mrs. Stafford and' 
his fiftcr, but fpoke to neither ; till Augufta 
approaching him, would have taken his^ 
hand' ; but he turned from her. 

'' Oh, Frederic V cried (he, " I befeech^ 
you to confider die confequence of all this.'*' 

" I confider nothing ! " faid he, ftarting 

i3p and going to the window. 

His filler followed him. 

*^ Go, go,'* faid he, turning angrily 

fcom her — .- '' Go, leave me, leave me ! 

^^ ^ffift Loj-d Montrqville to deftroy his only 

^^fon.l 
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^ ^ fon ! go, ^nd be a party- in the cruel policy 
^^ that will make you and Fanny heireflea !" 
The poor girl, who really loved her 
brother better than any tiling on earth, 
was quite overwhehned by this fpeech ; and 
her tears now flowed as faft as thqfe of 
Emmeline, who contrived to weep on the 
l^fom ;of Mrs. Stafford. 

Deiamere looked at them both with a^ 
ftern and angry countenance ; then fuddenly 
catching his fifter by the hand, which he 
^g^rly grafped, he faid, in a low but re- 
folute voice, " tears, Augufla, are of no 
^ ufe* Do not lament me, but try to help 
^ me. I an^ now going out for the whole 
^ . d^y : for I will not fee my father only 

* to repeat to him wh^t I have already 
^ faid.i Before I return, fee what you can 

* do towards perfuading himto confent to 
y my marriage with Mifs Mowbray ; for 
f be aflured that if he does not, the next 

* meeting, in which I expert his anfwer, 
i ,will be the laft we fh'all have/' 

. . He then fnatched up his hat, and dif- 

Cfli^ging lumfelf ffom bis fifter, who at- 

r tempted. 
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tempted to detain him, he went haftily out 
of the houfe; leaving Mrs. Stafford, Mifs 
Mowbray, and his filler, under great un- 
eafinefs and alarm. 

They thought it neceflfary immediately 
to inform Lord Montreville of the whole 
converfation, and Mifs Delamere difpatched 
a note to Fitz-Edward, defiring him to 
attend to the motions of his friend. 

Fitz-Edward was at breakfafl with Lx>rd 
Montreville ; who took the fiift opportunity 
of their being alone, to reproach him widi- 
fbnie feverity fof what he had done. 
The Colonel heard him with great ferenity ; 
and then began to juftify himfclf, by^ 
aflfuring his Lordlhip that he had accom^- 
panied Delamere only in hopes of being 
able to detach him from his purfuit, and 
becaufe he thought it preferable to his be- 
ing left wholly to himfelf. He declared that 
he meant to have given Lord MontrcviUe 
information, if there had appeared die* 
leafl probability of Delamere's marriage ;. 
but that being perfeftly convinced, fromi 
the charader of Emmcline, that there ms^ 

nothingr 

I 
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nothing to apprehend, he had every' day 
lioped his friend would have quitted a pro- 
jeft in which there feemed not the le^ 
likelihood of fuccds, and would have re- 
turned to his family <:ilred of his paffion. 

Though xbh was not all ftridly true, Fitz^ 
Edward poffeffed a fort of plaufible ^nd 
inGnuating eloquence, which hardly ever 
failed of removing qyery imprcflion, how* 
ever ftrong, againft him ; and Lx)rd Mon- 
treville was c<?nverCng with him with his 
ufual confid^e and friendfliip, when the 
note from Mifs Delamere was brought in* 

His Lordfhip, ev^r anxious for his fcMi, 
gazed eagerly at it, while Fit z- Edward read 
it, ^nd trembling, ^ed from whom -it 
came ? . ^ , 

Fitz-Edward ptit it into liis hand; and 
having raiij it over in breathlefs terror, his 
Lprdlhip ran out, direfting all his fervanfcs 
to, go fever^l ways in fearch of Delamere^ ., 
while he entreated Fitz-Edward to run to 
whatever place he was likely to be in; and 
wenthimfelf to Mrs, Stafford's lodging, who 
was by tbia time returned homp. 

What 
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What he heard from her of the fcene of 
the morning, contributed to encreafe his 
alarm. The image of his fon in all the 
wildnefs of ungovernable paflion, (hook 
his nerves fo much, that he feemed ready- 
to faint, yet unable to move to enquire 
where he was. As he could attend to no- 
thing elfe, Mrs. Stafford told him how 
anxioufly (he had thought of a fituation fot* 
Emmeline, and that (he believed (he had 
at length found one that would do. "If,** 
faid (he "^^ your Lx>rd(hip caimot prevail on 
*' him to quit Swanfea, which I think you 
^* had better attempt, though from the 
" fcene of this moitiing 1 own I def|)air df 
•* it moi^e than ever* 

" The perfon with whom 1 hope to be 
** able to place Mifs Mowbray is Mrs. 
'* Afhwood, the fifter of Mr. Staflford. She 
*• has been two years a widow, with tiiree 
^'^ children, and refides at 'a village near 
•* London. She has a very good fortune ; 
*' and would be happy to have with 
** her fych a companion as Mifs Mow* 
!! bray, 'till I am fo fortunate as to 

'' be 
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** be enabled to take her myfelf. As her 
connecVions and acquaintance lie in a 
different fet of people, and in a remote 
•' part of the country from thofe of Mr; 
'* Delamere, it is improbable, that with the 
" precaution we fh^all take, he will ever 
" difcover her refidence%^* 

Lord Montreville expreffed his fenfe of 
Mrs. Stafford's kitidnefs in the warmed terms. 
He affured her that he fhould never forget 
the friendly part (he had taken, and that 
if ever it was in his power to (hew his gra* 
titu4e by being, fo happy as to have the abi- 
lity to ferve her, or her family, he (hould 
conlidcr it as thd moft fortunate event of 
his life. 

Mrs. Stafford heard this as matter of 
courfe ; and would have felt great com- 
paffion- for Lord Montreville, whofe (late 
of mind was taily deplorable, but (he re- 
lieved that he had really been the authof 
of his own mifery. Firft, by bringing up 
his fon in a manner that had given fuch 
boundlefs fcope to his paflions ; and now, 
by refli(ing to gratify him in marrying a 

young 
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young woman, who was, in the eye of un- 
prejudiced reafon, fo perfedly unexception- 
able. She advifed him to try once more 
to prevail on his fon to leave Swanfea with 
him ; and he left her to enquire whether 
Fitz-Edward had yet found Delamere, 
whofe abfence gave him the moll cruel un- 
eafinefs. 

Fitz-Edward, after a long fearch, had 
overtaken Delamere on an unfrequented 
common^ about a mile from Ihe town, 
where he was walking with a quick pace ; 
and feeing Fitz-Edward, endeavoured to 
efcape him. But when he found he could 
not avoid him, he turned fiercely towards 
him — '* Why do you follow me. Sir ? Is it 
•* not enough that you have broken through 
" the ties of honour and friendfhip in be- 
** traying me to my father ? Muft you ftill 
'' perfecute me with your infidious friend- 
^' fhip ?" 

Fitz-Edward heard him with great cool- 
nefs; and without much difficulty con- 
vinced him that Mifs Mowbray herfelf had 

given 
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given the information to Lord Montreville 
by means of Mrs^ Stafford* 

This, convidion, while it added to the 
pain and mortification of Delamere^ greatly 
reconciled him to Fitz-Edward, whom he 
tad before fufpefted ; and after a long con- 
verfation, which Fitz-Edward fo managed 
as to regain fome degree of power over the 
paffions of his impemous friend, he per- 
fbaded him to go and dine with Lord Mon* 
treville; having firft undertaken for his 
Lordftiipthatnodiingftiould be faid otfithe 
fubjedt which occupied the thoughts of the 
father; on which condition . only the foa 
conf^nted to meet him* 
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CHAPTER XL 



NOTwithftanding the fteadinefs Em- 
meline had hitherto Ihewn in reject- 
ing the clandeftine addrefles of Delamere, 
he ftill hoped they would fucceed. A 
degree of vanity, pardonable in a young man 
pofleffing fo many advantages of perfon and 
fortune, made him truft to thofe advantages, 
and to his unwearied afliduity, to conquer 
her reluctance. He determined therefore to 
perfevere, and did not imagine it was likely 
he could again lofe fight of her by a ftratagem 
againft which he was now on his guard. 

As he fancied Lord Montreville and his 
fifter defigned to carry her with them when 
they went, he kept a conftant eye on their 
motions, and fet his own fervant, and Fitz- 
Edward's valet, to watch the fervants of 
Lord Montreville. 

Fitz-Edward, who had been fo near Idiing 
the confidence of both the fadier and fon, 
•found it fexpecdent to obferve a neutrality, 

which 
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which it required all his addrefs to ftipport ; 
being conftantly appealed to by them 
both. 

Lord Montreville, he advifed to adhere 
to moderate meafures and gentle perfuafions, 
and to truft to Emmeline's own ilrength of 
mind and good condudt ; while to Dela- 
mere, he recommended diffimulation ; and 
advifed him to quit Swanfea at prefent, 
which would prevent Emmeline's being re- 
moved from thence, and leave it in his 
power at any time to fee her again. 

Lx)rd Montreville, on cooler refleftion, 
was by no means fatisfied with Fitz- 
Edward. To encoumge his fon's projedt, 
and even to accompany him in it, in the 
vain hope of detaching him from Emme- 
linc before an irrevocable engagement 
could be formed, feemedtobe at leaftvery 
blameable; and if he had feen the con- 
nection likely to take place on a lefs honour- 
able footing, his conduct was more im- 
moral, if not fo impolitic. 

Either way. Lord Montreville felt it {o 
difpleafing, that he determined not to truft 

I 2 Fitz- 
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Fitz-Edward in what he now meditated^ 
tvhich was, to remove Emmeline from 
Swanfea before he and his daughter quitted 
it, and to place her with the filler of Mr. 
Stafford ; who being now arrived, had en-i 
gaged to obtain hisfifter's concun*ence with 
their plan. 

A female council therefore was hejd on 
the means of Emmeline 's removal ; and it 
was fettled that , a poft-chaife fhould, on 
the night fixed, be in wiiiting at the diftance 
of half a mile from the town ; where Emme- 
line ftiould meet it ; and that a fervant of 
Mr. Stafford ftiould accompany her to 
London, who was from thence to return to 
his mafl:er*s houfe in Dorfetlhire, 

This arrangement being tpade three days 
after the arrival of* Lord Montreville, and 
his faithful old valet being employed to 
procure the chaife, the hour arrived when 
jK)or Emmeline was again to abandon her 
little home, where flie had paffed many 
tranquil and fome delightful days, and 
where flie was to bid adieu to her two be- 
loved 
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loVed'frieinds^ Uncertain whehflie (hould 
feie them again. 

Her friendftiip for Mrs. Stafford was en-* 
livened by the warmed gratitude. To her 
file owed the acquifition of much ufeful 
knowledge, ias well as inftru<5li6n in thofe 
eJegant accompliflinients which (he was 
Naturally fo much' attached to, but which 
fhe had no former opportunity of acquir- 
ing. The charms of her converfation, the* 
purity of her heart, and the foftnefs of her 
temper, made hc^r altogether a charafter 
^hich cotild not be' kno^n without being, 
beloved ; and Emmeline, whofe heart was 
open to all the enchanting impreflions of 
early friendfhip, loVed her with the trueft 
afFeftion. The little (he had feen of Au- 
' gutta Delamerc, had given that young lady 
the fecond place in her heart. They were 
^e fame age, within a few weeks. Augufta 
Delamere extremely refembled the Mow- 
bray family ; ahd there was iii figure ahd 
voice a very ftriking fimilitude betvi^een her 
and Emmeline Mowbray. 
^ Lady Montreville, pa(iionately attached 

I 3 t:o 
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to her fon, as the heir and reprefentative 
of her family, and partial to her eldeft 
daughterfor her great refemblance to herfelf^ 
feemed on them to have exhaufted all her 
maternal tendernefs ; and to have felt for Au- 
gufta but a very inferior (hare orafFe<3:ion, 

Of the haughty and fupercilious manners 
which made Lady Montreville feared and 
difliked, Ihe had communicated no portion 
to her younger daughter ; and if fhe had. ac- 
quired fomething of the family pride, her 
goodfenfe, and the fweetnefs of her temper, 
had fo much corredted it, that it was by no 
means difpleafing. 

Elegantly formed as flie was, and with 
a face, which though lefs fair than Emme- 
line's, was almoft as interefting^ her mother 
had yet always expreffed a difapprobation 
of her perfon ; and (he had therefore her- 
felf conceived an indifferent opinion of it ; 
and being taught to confider herfelf inferior 
in every thing to her elder filler, fhe never 
fancied (he was fuperior to others ; nor, 
though highly accomplifhed, and parti- 
cularly 
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cularly Ikilled in mufic, did (he ever ob- 
trude her acquifitions on her friends, or 
anxioufly feek opportunities of difplayii\g 
them. , 

Her heart was benevolent and tender ; 
and her affeftion for her brother, the firft 
of its paflions. She could never difcover 
that he had a fault; and the error in 
regard to Emmeline, which his father fo 
much dreaded, appeared to his fifter a 
virtue. 

She was deeply read in novels ; (ahnoft 
the only reading that young women of 
fafhion are taught to engage in); and having 
from them acquired many of her ideas, (he 
imagined that Delam ere and Emmeline were 
born for each other; though (he dared 
not appear to encourage hopes fo totally 
oppofite to thofe of her family, (he found, 
after flie had once feen and converfed with 
Emmeline, that (he never could warmly 
oppofe ah union which (he was convinced 
would make her brother happy. 

She fancied that Emmeline could not be 
infenfible to Delamere's love ; (he even be- 

I 4 lieved 
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lievefl Ac faw many fymptoms of regard 
for »him in her manner, and that (he 
wxAt the moft heroic facrifice of tier love 
to her duty, when (he refigned him. A 
facrifice which heightened, almoftto en- 
tfbufiafm, the pity and efteem felt for her by 
Augufta Delamere, 

Thou^ they had known each other only 
a few days, a fifterly affe6tion had taken 
place between, them. 

But from thefe two friends, fo tenderly 
and juftly beloved,' Emmeline was now to 
depart, and to be thrown among ftrangers, 
where it was improbable (he would meet 
with any who would fupply the lofs of them^. 
Her duty however demanded this painful 
. effort, and (he determined to execute it with 
courage and refolution, 

Delamere was fo perpetually about ^his 
father, that it was judged improper for him 
to hold any private conference with Emme- 
line, leaft fomething fhould be fufpedled. 

His Lordfhip therefore (ent her by Mrs, 
Stafford a bank note of fifty pounds ; with 
iiis thanks for the propriety of her conduiS*, 

and 
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Itnd an aiFurance, that while fhe icdntinucd 
to merit his proteftion, He fhould confidcr 
her as his daughter, and take care to fop- 
ply her with money, and every thing elfe 
fee might wifh for. He delSred (he would 
nbt write ; leaft her hand fhould be ktiowxi; 
and her abode traced ; but faid, that in a 
jfew weeks he would fee her himfelf, and. 
wifhed her all poffible health and happi- 
ncfs. 

On the night of her departure, iriftead of 
retiring to reft at the ufual hour, Emmeline 
dfeffed herfelf in a travelling drefs, and 
paffed fome melancholy hours waiting for 
the fignal of her departure. 

At half paft two in the moaning, every 
thing being profoundly quiet, (hefaw, from 
her window, her two friends, who had de- 
clared they would not leave her 'till they 
faw her in the chaife. 

She took, with her only a fmall parcel of 
linen, Mrs. Stafford havmg engaged to 
forward the reft to an addrefs agreed upon ; , 
and foftly defcending tHe ftairs for fear of 
alarmipg Mrs. Watkins, fhe opened the 
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door, and each of her friends taking an 
arm, diey pafled over two fields, into a 
lane where the chaife was waiting with the 
fervant who was to go with her. 

The tears had ftreamed from her eyes 
during the httle walk, and ihe was unable 
to fpeak. The fervant now opened the chaife 
door and let down the ftep ; and Emmeline 
kifling* the hand of Mrs. Stafford, and then 
that of Augufta Delamere, went haftily into 
it — " God blefs you both," faid flie, in 
a faint and .inarticulate voice. The fer- 
vant (hut the door, mounted a poft horfe, 
and the chaife was in an inftant out of fight ; 
while the two ladies, who at any other time 
would have been alarmed at being obliged 
to take fo late a walk, thought not of them- 
felves ; but full of concern for poor Emme- 
line, walked back in tears ; and Mifs Dela- 
mere, who had agreed to remain the reft of 
that night at the lodgings of Mrs. Stafford, 
retired not to reft, but to weep for the de- 
parture of her friend and the diftrefs of her 
brother. 

Emmeline,thus feparated from every body 
' - fhe 
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flie loved, purfued her journey melancholy 
and repining. 

The firft hour, fhe wept bitterly, and ac-. 
cufed her deftiny of caprice and cruelty. 

But tho* to the unfortunate paffion of 
Delamere flie owed all the inconvenience 
ftie had lately experienced, fhe could not 
refolve to hate him ; but found a degree of 
pity and regard perpetually mingled itfelf 
with his idea in her heart. Yet fhe was not 
in love ; and had rather the friendfhip of a 
filter for him than any wifli to be his wife. 
- Had there been no impediments to their 
union, fhe would have married him, rather 
to make him happy than becaufe iht 
thought it would make herfelf fo ; but fhe 
would have feen him married to another, and 
have rejoiced at it, if he had found felicity. 
An attachment like his, which had re- 
fifted long abfence, and was undiminifhed 
by infuperable difficulties, could hardly fail 
of having it's effed: on the tender and 
fufceptible mind of Emmeline. But what- 
ever afTeftion fhe felt, it by no means arofe 
to what a romantic girl would have per- 
haps fancied it; and (he ^^.'s^ycwj^^xvss^^ 
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unhappy at quitting the dear Augufta diaii. 
at the uncertainty flie was in whether Ihe 
Xhould ever again fee Delamere, 

The partmg was extremely embittered by 
the prohibition (he had received in regard 
to writing to her. But painful as it was^ 
{he determined to forbear ; and fleadily ta 
adhere to that line of duty, however diffi- 
cult to pradice, that alone could fecure the 
peace of her mind, by the acquittal of her 
confcience ; which, as ftic had learned from 
Mrs. Stafford, as well as from her own ex^ 
perience, fhort as it was, could alone {up- 
port her in eveiy trial to which (he might 
be expofed. 

She reflefted on her prefent fituation^ 
compared to what it would have been had^ 
flie been prevdled upon to become the 
wife o£ Delamere againft the confent of his 
family. 

Splendid as his fortune was, and high zs 
his rank would raife her above her prefent 
lot of life, (he thought that neither would 
reconcile her to the painful circumftance of 
carrying uneafinefs and contention into his 

family ; 
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femily ; of being thrown from them with 
contempt, as the difgrace of their rank and 
the ruin of their hopes ; and of living in per- 
petual apprehenfion leaft the fubfiding fond- 
i^efs of her hufband Ihould render her the 
objeft of his repentance and regret. 

The regard (he was fenfible of forDela- 
mere did not make her blind to his faults ; 
and (he faw, with pain, that the ungovern- 
able violence of his temper frequently oh- 
fcured all his good qualities, and gave his 
charafter an appearance of ferocity, which 
offered no very flattering profpeft to who^ 
foever (hould be his wife. 

By thus reafoning With hefftlf, fhe focJH 
became more calm, arid more reconciled 
to that deftiny which feemed not to defign 
her for Delamere. 

She met with no remarkable dccurrence 
ia her journey ; and on the evening of the 
third day arrived in town ; where the fervant 
tirho attended her was ordered to difmifs the 
chaife, and to procure her an hackney 
coaich, in which (he proceeded to the houfc 
of Mrst Afhwood. 
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This refidence, fituated in a populous 
village three miles from London, bore the 
appearance of wealth and profperity* The 
iron gate, which gave entrance into a large 
court, was opened by a fervant in a lace^ 
livery, to whom Emmeline delivered the 
letter (he had brought from Mrs. Stafford, 
and after a moment's waiting the lady her- 
felf came out to receive her. 

Emmeline, by the fplendour of her drefs, 
concluded (he had left a large company : 
but being ufhered into a parlour, found (he 
had been drinking tea alone ; of which, or 
of any other refre(hment, Mifs Mowbray 
was de(ired to partake. 

Her reception of her vifitor was perfeftly 
cordial ; and Emmeline foon recovering her 
eafy ancf compofed manner, Mrs. Aflhwood 
feemed veiy much pleafed with her gued ; 
for there was. in her countenance a ptxffpoxi 
to all hearts. 

Mrs. Afhwood, tho* not in the bloom 
of life, and tho' (he never had been 
handfome, was fo unconfcious of her per- 
fonal difadvantages, that ftic imagined her- 

felf 
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felf the objeft of admiration of one fex and 
of the imitation of the other. With the 
moft perfeft reliance on the graces of a 
figure which never flruck any other perfon 
as being at all remarkable, fhe dreffed with 
an exuberance of expence ; and kept all the 
company her neighbourhood aflTorded. 

Where her Riling paflions, (the love of *^ 
admiration and exceflive vanity) did not 
interfere, Ihe was fometimes generous and 
fometimes friendly. But her ideas of her 
own perfedtions, both of perfon and mind, 
far exceeding the truth, (he had often the 
mortification to find that others by no 
means thouo-ht of them as fhe did ; and 
then her good humour was far from in- 
vincible. 

Though Emmeline foon found her con- 
verfation very inferior to what Ihe had of 
late been accuftomed to, Ihe thought her- 
felf fortunate in having found an afylum, 
the miflxefs of which feemed defirous of 
making it agreeable ; and to which (he was 
introduced by the kindnefs of her beloved 
Mrs. Stafford. 

But 



t84 E W »r E L I N Er 

But while ferenity was returning to the 
bofom of Emmeline, that of poor Delamerc 
Was torn with the cruelleft tempeft. 

The morning after EmmeHne*s departurcy 
Delamere, who eipefted no fuch thing, 
Arofe at his ufual hour and rode out alone, 
as he had frequently done. As he paffed 
her window, he looked up to it, and feeing 
k open, concluded fhewas in her room. 

On his rettirn, his father met him, and 
sifted him to breakfaft ; but he defigned to 
attend the tea-table of Mrs. Stafford, where 
fie thought he (hould meet Emmeline, and 
therefore exeufed himfelf ; and Lord Mon- 
treville, who wiftied the difcovery to be de- 
feyed to as late an hour of the day as pofli- 
ble, let him go thither, where he break- 
f^td; atid then propofed a walk to Mrs. 
Stafford, which he hoped would include a 
vifit to Emmeline, or at leaft that Mrs». 
Siatford would not walk without her. 

Shte exeufed herfclf, however, on pre- 
fei!ice^ of having letters to write ; and Dela- 
filer e went in fearch of Fitz-Edward, whom 
}ie could not find. 

It 
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It was now noon, and he grew impatient 
at not having had even a glimpfe of Em- 
meline the whole morning, when he met 
Fitz-Edward^s man, and a&ed him haftily 
where his mafter was ? 

The man hefitated, and looked as if he 
had a fecret which he contained with fome 
uneafinefs. ^' Sir/* faid he, '' have you 
*^ feen Mifs Mowbray to-day ?'* 

*' No— why do you afk ?" 

^' Becaufe, Sir,*' faid the fellow, ^' I 
** fhrewdly fufpedt that Ihe went away from 
** here laft night. I can't tell your 
*' Honour why I thinks fo; but you ipay 
^^ foon know the truth on't." 

The ardent imagination of Delamere in-- 
ftantly caught fire. He took it for granted 
that Fitz- Edward had carried her off: and 
without (laying to refleft a moment, he flew 
to the inn where his horfes were, and or- 
dered them to be faddled ; then rufhing intQ. 
the room where his father and fifter were fit- 
ting together, he exclaimed — ^^ (he is gone, 
** Sir— Emmeline. is gone!- — but I will 

^^ f00J4 
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" foon overtake her; and the infamous 
^* villain who has torn her from me ! 

Lord Montreville fcorned to diflimulate. 
He anfwered, " I know (he is gone, and 
it was by my diredions (he went. You 
cannot overtake her ; nor is it probable 
you will ever fee her again. Endeavour 
therefore to recoiled yourfelf, and do 
not forget what you owe to your family 
and yourfelf/* 
Dclamere attended but little to this re- 
monftranee ; but flill prepoflefled with the 
idea of Fitz-Edward's being gone withher^ 
be fwore perpetual vengeance againft him, 
and that he would, purfue him through the 
world. 

With this refolution on his lips, and fury 
in his eyes, he quitted his father's apart- 
ment, and at the door met Fitz-Edward 
himfelf, coming to enquire after him. 

He was fomewhat afliamed of the hafty 
conclufion he had made, and was therefore 
more difpofed to hear what Fitz-Edwaid 
had to fay, who prefently convinced him 
i that 
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that he was entirely ignorant of the fli^t 
ofEmmeline. 

Delamere now infifted, that as a proof of 
his friendihip he would inftantly fet out 
with him in purfuit of her. 

Fitz-Edward knew not wh^t to do ; but 
however feemed to- confent ; and faying he^ 
would order his fervant to get his horfe, 
left him, and went to Lord Montreville, 
to whom he reprefented the impradticabiUty 
of flopping Delamere. 

His Lordfhip, almoft certain that Em- 
meline was out of the pofCbility of his over- 
taking her, as (he had now been gone 
thirteen hours, thought it better for Fitz- 
Edward, if he could not prevent his de- 
parture, to go with him : but he defired 
him to make as many artificial delays as 
poflible. . 

Delamere, in the mean time, had been 
to Mrs. Stafford, and tried to force from 
her the fecret of Emmeline^s route. But 
fhe was inexorable ; and proof againfl his 
frenzy as well as his perfuafion. 

She held hkn, however, as long as (he 
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could, in difcourfe. But whcft he found (he 
only tried to make him lofe time, he left 
ber, in an agony of paffibn, and mounting 
his horfe, while his trembling fervants were 
ordered to follow him on pain of inftant 
difmiffion, he rode out of the town without 
feeing his father, leaving a meffage for 
Fitz-Edward that he had taken the London- 
road, and expeded he would come after 
him inftantly. 

LordMontreville intreated Fitz-Edwai*ci 
to lofe not a moment; and bidding an 
hafty adieu to his Lordrtiip^ he ordered his 
horfes to the door of Mrs* Stafford^ where 
he took a formal leave of her and her 
hufband, entreating permiffion to renew, 
his acquaintance hereafter. Then getting; 
on hoifeback, he made as much fpeed a^: 
poffible after Delamere ; whom with diffi- 
culty he overtook fome miles forward on. 
th^ Lx)ndon road. 

This way Delamere had taken on conjec- 
ture only; biit after proceeding fome time, he 
had met a waggoner, whom he queftioned.. 
The man told him of a poft chaife he had 

met. 
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met at four o'clock in the morning ; and 
encouraged by that to proceed, he foon 
heard from others enough to make him be^ 
lieve he was right. 

The horfes, however, at the end of forty 
miles, were too much fatigued to keep pace 
with Delamere^s impatience. He was 
obliged to wait three hours before poft 
horfes could be found for hipxfelf and Fitz- 
Edward. His fervants were obliged to re-r 
main yet longer ; and the hprfes which were 
at length procured, were fo lame and in- 
adequate to the journey; that it was fix' 
hours before they reached the next ftage ; 
where the fame difficulty occurred; and 
Delamere, between the fatigue of his body 
and anxiety of his mind, found himfelf 
compelled to take fome reft. 

The next day he ftill traced Emmdine 
from ftage to ftage, and imagined himfclf 
very near her : but the miferable horfe on 
which he rode, being unable to execute his 
wifli as to fpeed, and urged beyond his 
ftrength, fell with him in a ftage about fixty 
miles from London ; by which accident he 
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received a contufion on his breaft, and 
was bruifed fo much that Fitz-Edward in- 
fifted on his being blooded and put to bed ; 
and then went to the apothecary of the 
village near which the accident happened, 
and procuring a phial of laudanum, in- 
fufed it into the wine and water which De- 
lamere drank, and by that artifice obtained 
for him the repofe he otherwife would not 
have been prevailed on to take. 

After having flept feveral hours, he de* 
fired to purfue his journey in a poft chaife ; 
but Fitz-Edward had taken care that 
none (hould be immediately to be had. 

By thefe delays only it was that Em- 
meline reached London fome hours before 
bim. 

However, when he renewed his journey, 
he' ftill continued to trace her from ftage to 
ftage, till the laft poftillion who drove her 
was found. 

He faid, that he was ordered to ftop at 
the firfl: ftand of coaches, into one of wlrich 
the Lady went, and, with the fervant be- 
hind,^ 



/ 
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hind, drove away ; but the lad neither knew 
the number of the coach, or recollefted the 
coachman, or did he remember whither the 
coach was ordered to go, 

Delamere paffed two days, queftioning 
all the coachmen on the ftand; and in 
confequence of information pretended to 
be given by fome of them, he got into two 
or three quarrels by going to houfes they 
pointed out to him. And after offering and 
giving rewards which only feemed to re- 
double his difficulties, he appeared to be 
farther than ever from any probability of 
finding the fair fugitive he fo anxioufly 
fought. 

Lord Montreville and his daughter ftaid 
only two day^ at Swanfea after his departure. 
They travelled in very indifferent fpirits to 
London; where they found Delamere ill 
at the lodgings of Fitz-Edward in Hill- 
flreet. 

Lord Montreville found there was no* 
thing alarming in his fon's indifpofition ; 
but could not perfuade him to accompany 
him to Lady Mary Otley's, 
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His Lordfliip and Mifs Augufta Dela- 
mere fet out therefore for that place ; leaving 
JDelamere to the care of Fitz-Edward, who 
promifed not to quit him 'till he had agreed 
cither to go to the Norfolk eftate, or to Mr. 
Percival's. 

Lord Montreville was tolerably fatisfied 
that he could not difcover Emmeline ; and 
Delamere having for above a fortnight at- 
tended at all public places without* feeing 
her, and having found every other effort to 
meet her fruitlefs, reluctantly agreed to go 
to his father's eftate in Norfolk. 

It was now almoft the end of Auguft ; 
and Fitz-Edward, after feeing him part of 
the way, took his leave of him, and again 
went to attend his duty in the North of 
Ireland* 



CHAP. 



THE ORPHAN OF THE CASTlfi. I93 



CHAPTER XII. 



WHILE Delamere, in the deepeft 
defpondence, which he could nei- 
ther conquer or conceal, made a vain effort 
to divert his mind with thofe amufements 
for which he no longer had any relifli, 
Emmeline, at her new refidence, attraftfed . 
the attention of many of Mrs, Afh wood's 
vifitors. 

A widow, in pofleflion of an handfome 
jointure, and her children amply provided 
for, Mrs. Afliwood was believed to enter- 
tain no averfion to a fecond marriage : and 
her houfe being fo near London, was fre- 
quented by a great number of fingle men ; 
many of whom came there becaufe it was 
a pleafani jaunt from the city, where raoft 
of them refided ; and other?, with hopes of 
amending their fortunes by an alliance with 
the Lady herfelf. -, 

Thefe latter, however, were c\^kft^ ^fca. 
Vou I. K ^wcw^ 
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younger fons of merchams; and tht>* 
pleafed with dieir flattery and affiduity, 
Mrs. Aftiwood, who had an almoft equal 
(hare of vanity and ambition, had yet given 
no very decided preference to any ; for (he 
imagined her perfonal attradiions, of which 
Ihe had a very high idea, added to the ad- 
vantages of a good income, good expecta- 
tions, and opulent connexions, entitled her 
to many into an higher line of life than 
that in which her father had firfl engaged 
-her. 

Her acquaintance, however, was yet very 
limited among perfons of fafhion ; and it 
was not wholly without hopes of encreafing 
it, that (he had confented to receive Mifs 
Mowbray, whofe relationfhip to Lord Mon- 
treville would, (he imagined, be the means 
of introducing hereto his Lordfhip's notice 
and to that of his family. 

Her civility and Jcindnefs to Emmelinc 
was unbounded for fome time. And as 
(he was not eafily convinced of her own 
want of beauty, (he never apprehended 
that (he ran fome riik of becoming a foil, 

ipftead 
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inftead of the firft figure, as (he expeded 
generally to be. 

The extreme fimpliclty of Emmeline^s 
appearance, who notwithftanding the re- 
monftrances of Mrs. A(li wood continued 
to drcfs nearly as fhe did in Wales, and 
her perfect ignorance of falhionable life and 
faOiionable accompliftiments, gave her, in 
the eyes of many of Mrs* Afhwood's vifi- 
tors, the air of a dependant ; and thofe who 
vifited with a view to the fortune of the 
latter, carefully avoided every appearance 
of preference to Emmeline, and kept her 
friend in good humour with herfelf. 

But there were, among thofe who fre- 
quented her houfe, fome men ofbufinefs; 
who being rather in middle life, and im- 
menfely rich, had no other views in going 
thither than to pafs a few hours in the coun- 
try, when their mercantile engagements 
prevented their leaving London entirely j 
and who loved pleafure better than any 
thing but' money. 

With one or two of tbefe, Mrs. Aftiwood 
and her father had at different ume.^ ^^- 
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touraged overtures of marriage. But they 
knew and enjoyed the pleafure their fortune 
and fmgle ftate afforded them too well, to 
give thofe indulgencies up for the advan- 
tage of increafing their incomes, unlefs the 
objeft had poflefled greater attradiomjhaA 
fell to the fhare of Mrs. Afliwpod ; and tier 
father could not be prevailed upon to give 
her, (at leaft while, he lived) a fum of 
money large enough to tempt theiravarice* 
Thefe overtures therefore had ended in 
nothing more than an intercourfe of civi- 
lity. 

But Emmeline no fooner appeared, than 
one of thefe gentlemen renewed his vifits 
with more than his original afliduity* 

The extreme beauty of her perfon, and 
the naiveic of, her manners, gave her, to 
him, the attraftive charms of novelty ; 
while the myftery there feemed to be about 
her, picjued his curiofity. 

It was known that fhe was related to a 
^oble family ; but Mrs. Alhwood had been 
fo earneftly entreated to conceal as much as 
jpofSble her real hiflory, left Dclamere^hould 
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hear of and difcovef" her, that (he only toldt 
it to a few friends, and it had not ye? 
readied the knowledge of Mr. Rochely, 
Y^o had become thp attendant of Mrs. 
Alhwood's tea-table from the firfl introduce 
tion of Emmeline. 

Mr. Rochely was nearer fifty than forty^ 
Hi^ perfon, heavy and badly proportioned^ 
was not relieved by his countenance ; which 
was dull and ill-formed. His voice, mono- 
tonous and guttural, was fatiguing ta the 
eaj! ; «nd the fingularity of his manners, as 
well ks the oddnefs of his figure, often ex- 
cited a degree of ridicule, which the re- 
{pe6t hisLriches demanded could not alwayi 
ftifle. 

With a perfon Co ill calculated to in- 
fpir6 affedtioh, he was very defirous of being 
a favourite with the ladies ; and extremely 
fenfibk of their attractions. 

In the inferibr ranks of Kfe, his^ money 
had procured him many eonqiiefts, tho' her 
waa by oo means lavifti of it ; and much 
pf the earjy part of his tinie had been paffed 
in low amours, v^hich d^ n&^ however irn^ 

K 3 >g^^^ 
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pede his progrefs to the great wealth he 
poffeffed. 

He had always intended to marry: but 
as he required many qualifications in a wife 
which are hardly ever united, he had hefi- 
tated till he had long been looked upon as 
an old batchelor. 

He was determined to chufe beauty, but 
expedked alfo fortune. He defired to marry 
a woman of farnily, yet feared the expen^ 
five turn of thofe brought up in high life ; 
^nd had a great veneration for wit and ac- 
complifhments, biit dreaded, left in mar- 
rying a woman who poffed them, helhould 
be liable to be governed by fuperior aJDili- 
ties, or be defpifed for the mediocrity of 
his own underftanding. 

With fuch ideas, his relations faw him 
perpetually purfuing fome matrimonial pro. 
jedl ; but fo eafily frightened from his pur*, 
fuit, that they relied pn his fucceflion with 
the moft perfeft confidence* 

When firft he beheld Emmeline, he was 
charmed with her perfon ; her converfation, 
at once innocent arid lively, imprefTed him / 

with 
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with the moft favourable ideas of her heart 
and underftanding ; and brought up at a 
great diftance froni London, fhe had ac- 
quired no talte for expences, no rage for^ 
thofe amufements and diffipations which 
he fo much apprehended in a wife. 

When he came to Mrs. Afliwood's, 
(which was ahiioft ^very afternoon) Em- 
meUne, who was generally at work, or 
drawing in the dreffing-room, never dif- 
compofed herfelf ; but fat quietly to what 
fhe was doing; liftening with the moft 
patient complaifance to the long and un- 
interefting ftories with which he endeavoured 
to entertain her ; an attention which greatly 
contributed to win the heart of Rochely ; 
and he was as much in love as fo prudent a 
man could be, before he ventured to afk 
himfelf what he intended ? or what was the 
family and what the fortune of the perfon 
who now occupied moft of his time and a 
great portion of his thoughts ? 

Mrs. Aftiwood, frequently engaged at 
the neighbouring card-tables, from which 
Kmmeline almoft always excised herfelf 

K 4. ^\SXi. 



200 BMMKLIM£> 

often left her and Mr. Rochely to drink tea 
together ; and when (he was at home, woiild 
fometimes make her party in another room, 
where the fubjeft of laughter with her own 
admirers, was the growing paflion of the 
rich, banker for the fair ftranger. 

Emmeline did not, when prefent, efcape 
ridicule on this fubjedt : but as (he had nojt 
the leaft idea that a man fo much older 
than, herfelf had any intention of offering 
himfelf as an hufband, fhe bore it with great 
tranquillity, and continued to behave to Mr. 
Rochely with the attentive civility dictated 
by natural good breeding ; while fhe heard, 
without any concern but on his account, 
the perpetual mirth and loud burfls of 
laughter which followed his complimcntsf 
and attentions to her. 

If he was abfent a few days, the door of 
Mrs. Afhwood was cf ouded with fervants 
and porters with game from Mr. Rochely, 
And his afliduities became at every vifit 
more marked. 

As it was now late in the autumn, Mrs. 

Afljwood was 4€iirou5 of fhewing Mifs 

Mowbray 
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Mowbray fome of th'ofe pubEc places flie 
had not yet feen ; and Emmeline (not ap- 
J)rehending there was any reafon to fear 
meeting Mr. Delamere at a feafon when 
fte knew field fports kept him altogether in 
the country) made no difficulty to accom- 
pany her. 

Mr. Rochely no fooner heard a party to- 
the pky propofed, than he defired to join 
it; mxd Mrs. Alhwoodi Mifs Gaicon, (an 
intimate friend of her's) , with Mifa Mow- 
bray, Mr. Han bury, (one of Mrs. Afti- 
wood's admirers), and Mr- Rochely, met at 
Drury-Lane Theatre; where Emmeline was 
extremely well entertained. 

When the play was over, the box was 
filled with feveral of Mrs. Afliwood's ac- 
quaintance, who talked to her, while their, 
eyes were fixed on, her young friend ; an 
obfervation that did not greatly lighten up 
her countenance. 

The moft confpicuous among thefe was 
a tall, thin, but extremely awkward figure, 
which in a mofl: falhionafcle undrefs, and 
with a glafs held to his eye, flxided into 
tlie box, and bowing with a ftran^ 

K 5 ^^5s^^^ 
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gefture to Mrs. Afliwood, exclaimed— 
** Oh ! my dear Mrs. A ! — here I am I 
^^ — returned from Spa! only laft night I 
^^ and already at your feet. So here 
^^ you are; and not yet enchained by 
^^ that villainous fellow Hymen ? You 
*^ are a good foul, not to- give yourfelf 
'^ away while I was at Spa. I was hor- 
^* ridly afraid, my dear widow ! you would 
*^ not have waited even ^o Imve given me 
" a wedding favour.'* 

To this fpeech, as it required no an- 
fwer, Mrs. Alhwood gave very little ; for 
befides that ihe was not pleafed' with the 
matter, the manner delighted her ftill lefs. 
The fpeaker had, during the whole of 
it, leaned almoft acrofs the perfon who 
was next to him, to bring his glafs nearly 
clofe to Emmeline^s face. 

Emmeline, extremely difcompofed, drew 
back ; and Mr. Rochely, who fat near her, 
putting away the glafs foftly with his hand, 
faid very calmly to the leaning beau, — 
^^ Sir ! is there any occafion to take an ac- 
^* count of this lady's features ? '* 
Z ^^Ahl 
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" Ah ! my friend Rochely I '* anfwered 
he familiary, '' what are you the ladies 
" Cicifbeo ? as we fay in Italy. Here is 
*^ indeed beauty enough to draw you from 
^^ the contemplatioa of three per cent, con- 
^* fols, India bonds, omnium, fcrip, and 
*^ douceurs. But prithee, my old friend, is 
*^ this young lady your ward }'^ 

^* My ward! no,*^ anfwered Rochely, 
*^ how came you to think Ihe was ? " 

Mr. Elkerton, who fancied he had vaftly 
the advantage in point of wit, as well as of 
figure, over his antagonift, now defired to 
know, ^' whether the lady was his niece ? 
^^ though if I had not recolle6ted ^^ faid he 
that you never was married, I (hould 
have taken her for your grandaughter/* 
This farcafm had, on the features of 
Rochely, all the efFeft die travelled man 
cxpefted. But while he was preparing an 
anfwer, at which he was never very prompt^ 
the coach was announced to be ready, and. 
Emmelincy extremely weary of herfituationy 
and difgiifted even to impatience with her 
jaew acquaintaace, haftily arofe to go. 

K 6 ElkertatSL 






Elkcitoii offered to take her hand; whicK 
(he drew from him without attempting to 
conceal her diflike ; and accepting the arm of 
Rochely, followed Mrs. Afhwood, whiler 
Elkerton, determined not to lofe fight of 
her, feized die hand of Mifs Galton, whc 
being neither young, han4fome,. or rich^ 
had been left to go out alone. They fol- 
lowed the. reft of die party to the coach, 
where Mrs. Afliwood and Mifs Mowbray 
■were already feated, with Mr. Hanbury, 
who, as he refided with his mother in the^ 
village where Mrs. Afhwood lived, was ta 
accompany them liome. 

The coach being full, feemed to pre- 
clude alL.poffibility of Elkerton's admit-^ 
tance. But he was not fo eafily put off : 
and telling Mrs. Afhwood he intended to 
go home to fup with her, he ftepped imme- . 
diately in, and ordered his fervant, who 
waited at the coach door with ailambcau^ 
tb direct his vis-a-vis to follow. 

Rochely, who meant to have wflied 
them a good night after feeing them to tiieir . 
carriage, was too much hurt by this happy 

effay 
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crffay of afTurance not to refolve to county* 
aft its confequences. 

Elkerton^ though not a very youn^ man^ 
was near twenty years younger than Ro* 
chely; befides the income of his bufinefs (for 
be was in, trade) he had a large independent 
fortune, of which he was extremely lav ifh ; 
his equipages were fplendid; his houfe 
moft magnificently furniftied ; and his 
cloaths the mofl expenfive that could be 
bought. 

Rochely, whofe ideas of elegance, man- 
ners, or tafte, were not viery refined, had 
no notion that the abfurdity of Elkerton, 
or his difagreeable perfoA, would prevent 
his being a very formidable rival. He 
therefore faw him with great pain accom* 
pany Emmeline home, and though he had 
formed no pofitive defigns himfelf, he 
could not bear to fuppofe that another 
might form them with fucceft. 

Direfting therefore his chariot to follow 
the coach, he was fet down at the door a 
few minutes after Mrs. Aftiwood and her 
party ; wheit Emmeline, ftill more dif-- 

pjeafed 
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pleafcd with Elkerton, and having beei> 
teized by his impertinent admiration the 
whole way, looked as ^if (he could have 
burft into tears. 

Mrs. Afhwood, in a very ill humour,, 
hardly attended to his flourifhing fpeeches 
-with common civility; he had therefore 
recourfe to Mifs Galton, to whom he was . 
giving the hiftory of his travels, which 
feemed to take up much of his thoughts. 

Mifs Galton, who by long dependance 
arid repeated difappointments had acquired 
the qualifications neceffary for a patient 
hearer, acquiefced in fmiling filence to all 
his affertions ; looked amazed ia the right 
place ; and heard with great complacency, 
his wonderful fuccefs at cards, and the - 
fevour he was in with women of the fiiit 
fafliion at Spa. 

The entrance of Mr. Rochely gave na 
interruption to his difcourfe. He bowed. 
IJightly to him without rifmg, and thea 
went on, obferving that he had now feea 
every -part of Europe wordi feeing, and 
meant, at leaft for fome years, to remain 

in 
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in England ; the ladies of which country 
he preferred to eveiy other, and therefore 
intended taking a wife among them. For- 
tune was, he declared, to him no objedt; but 
he was determined to marry the handfomeft 
woman he could meet with, for whom he 
was now looking out. 

As he faid this, he turned his eyes to* 
wards Emmeline, who afFedting not to 
hear him, tho* he fpoke in fo toud a tone 
as to make it unavoidable, was talking ia 
a low voice to Mr. Rochely. 

Rochely had placed himfelf clofe to her ; 
and had thrown his arm over the back of 
her chair ; and leaning forward, attended 
to her with an expreflion in his countenance 
of fometbing between apprehenfion and 
hope, that gave it the moft grotefque look 
imaginable. 

' Mrs. Afhwoocf , who had been entertained 
apart by Mr. Hanbury, now hurried over 
the fupper; during which Elkerton, ftill full 
of himfelf, engrofled almoft all the converfa- 
tion ; gave a detail of the purchafes he hacj 
made abroad, . and the trouble h^.had to 

laad 
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land them ;. ijiterfperfed with hm mots of 
French Marquifes and German Barons, and 
witty remarks of an EnglHh Duke, witb 
whop he had crofled the water on his re-* 
turn. But whatever ftqry he told, himfelf 
was flill forwardeft in the picture ; and his^ 
projeft of marrying an handfonK: wife was 
again repeated ; aod he told the pa? cy how 
charming a houfe he had bought in Kent,- 
iMfid how he had furniftied his library. 

Rochely, who lay in wait . to revenge 
himfelf for all the mortifications he had fuf- 
fered from him during the evening, took 
^caGoa to fay, in his grave, cold manner,, 
f^ to be furc a man of your tafte and 
^^ erudition, Mr. Elkertonr, cannot do 
^^ without a library; but for my part, I 
** think you will find no books can fay fo 
*^ much to the purpofe as thofe- kept by 
•^ your late father in Milk-flxeet, Cheap- 
^' fidfe. 

Elkerton; turned pale at this fneer ; but- 
forcing a ftnile of contempt, anfweired^, 
•* YcKi bankers have no ideas out of youi? 
l^ cKHap$i)agrhi>itffiB J and rick as ye arc^, 

'* will 
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will never be any thing but des bourgeois 
les plus grojfteres ! For my part I fee no 
reafon why— why a rpan's being in 
bufinefs, ftiould prevent his enjoying the 
elagancies and agr intents of life, efpecially 
if he can afford it ; as it is well known. 



€<. 
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*^ I believe, even to you. Sir, that I canJ\ 
" Oh! Sir,'' replied Rochely, " I know. 
** your late father was reputed to have died 
" rich, and that no body has made a betV 
" ttrfigurei about /^w» than j^^« have ever 
" fmce." 

*^ As to figure, Sir,*' returned the other, 
^^ it is true I like to have every thing about 
^^ me comme il faut. And tho* I don't 
make fifty per cent, of money, z,%fomt 
gentlemen do in your way of bufincfs, 
I afllire you. Sir, I do nodiing that I 
^^ cannot very well afford."' 

Mrs. Alhwood, who thpqght it very likely, 
a quarrel might enfue, here endeavoured ta 
put an end tQ fuch very unpleafant dif- 
courfe ; and prevented Mr, Hanbury, wha 
equally hated them both> from trying tar 

irritate: 






/ 



2IO £ M M £ I* I N £» 

irritate them farther, to which he malicioufl;^ 
inclined. 

The hints however of fatigue, given by 
her and Mifs Mowbray, obliged Mr. 
Rochely to ring that his chariot might be 
called, which had waited at the door ; while 
Elkerton, who bad a pair of beautiful pied 
horfes in his vis-a-vis, defired to have them 
fent for from a neighbouring inn — " for 
** r^ faid he, rifing and flxutting round the 
room, ^' never fuffer my people or my horfes 
*' to wait in the ftreets/* 

He then leant over Emmeline*s chair, 
and began in a court tone to renew his 
compliments. Butlhefliddenly arofe; and 
begging Mrs. Afliwood would give her 
leave to retire, wiflied Mr. Rochely and 
ladies a good night ; and flightly curtfey- 
ing to Elkerton, who was putting himfelf 
into the attitude for a fpeech and a bow, 
(he tripped away. 

Rochely, as foon as fhe was gone,, 
haftened to his chariot, and Elkerton,, 
•^hofe people were in n,o hafte to leave- 

the- 
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the ale-houfe, begged to fit down Mil they 
came. 

Mrs. Aihwood had been the whole even- 
ing particularly out of humour ; and being 
no longer able to command it, anfwered' 
peevilhly, '^ that her houfe was much at 
*' his Service, but that fhe was really fo 
^^ much fatigued Ihe muft retire — how- 
" ever/' faid (he, ** Mifs Galton, you will 
" be fo good as to flay with Mr^^Elkerton— ' 
** good night to you. Sir ! '* 

He was no fooner alone with Mifs Gal- 
ton, than he defired her, after a fpeech 
(which he endeavoured to feafon with as 
much flattery as it would bear) to tell him 
who Emmeline was ? 

^^ Upon my word. Sir,*' anfwered ftie, 
^^ it is more than I know. Her name is 
^* Mowbray ; and fhe is fomehow con- 
^^ nedted with the family of Lord Mon- 
^^ treville ; but whai relation/' (fneeringly 
anfwered fhe) ^^ I really cannot pretend 
*^ even to guefs." 

^^ Arelation of Lord Montre^wlle !" cried 
Elk^rtoni ^^ why I knew feis Lordfhip in- 

[^ timatel\ 
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timately when I was abroad three or four 
years ago. He was at Naples with his 
fon, his Lady, and two daughters ; and 
I was domefticated, abfohitely domefti- 
cated, among them. But pray what rela- 
tion to them can this Mifs Mowbray 
" be ?^^ 

" Probably/' faid Mafs Galton, " a» 
^* you know his Lordfhip, you may know 
" whai: connedlions and femily he has. I 
*^ fuppofe fhe taay be his coufin — or his^ 
*^ niece — or his — — — .*' 

Here flie hefitated and fmiled ; amd El- 
kcrton, whofe carriage was now at the door^ 
aiid who had a. clue which he thought 
would procure him all the information he 
wanted, took leave of Mifs Galton; de- 
firing \^x to tell Mrs, Aftiwood that he 
0^Quld wait upoa her a^ain in a few days.. 



CHA.P- 
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DELA MERE continued in Netrfolk 
only a few weeks after his father .and 
the fainily came thither. During that, time, 
he appeared reftlefs and diflatisfied; his 
former vivacity was quite loft ; he (hoinned 
fociety ; and paflcd almoil all his time in 
the fields, under pretence of hunting ot 
^looting , tho' the greateft fatisfadion thpfe / 
amufements now afforded him was the op- 
portunity they gave, him of abfenting himt 
felf from home. He feldom returned thi-* 
ther 'till fix or feven o*clock ; dined alone 
in his own apartment ;. and affedted to he 
too much fatigued to be able to meet the 
party who affembkd to cards in the eve* 

ing. 

. Lady Mary Otley and her daughter, a 

widow Lady of fmall fortune in the neigh- 
:bourhood, with Lord and Lady Montre- 
ViUe ,^ukI their cldeil daughter, made \^p a 
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party without him. Atigufta Delamere had 
been left in their way from the North, with 
a relation of his Lordfhip*s who lived near 
Scarborough, with whom (he was to remain 
two months. 

The party at Audley-Hall was foon en- 
creafed by Sir Richard Crofts and his eldeft 
fon, who came every autumn on a vifit to 
Lord Montreville, and who was his moft 
intimate friend. 

Lord Montreville, during the fliort time 
he ftudied at the Temple, became ac- 
quainted with Sir Richard, then clerk to 
an attorney in the city ; who, tho' there was 
a great difference in their rank, had con- 
trived to gain the regard and efteem of his 
Lordlhip. (then Mr. Frederic Mowbray) 
and was, when he came to his eftate, en- 
trufted with it's management ; a truft which 
ke appeared to execute with fuch diUgence 
and integrity, that he foon obtained the en- 
tire confidence of his patron ; and by pof- 
fefling great duftility and great activity, he' 
was foon introduced into a higher line of 
life^ and faw himfelf the tompanion and 
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friend of thofe, t<a whom, at his fettingout, 
' he, appeared only an humble retainer* 
- Born in Scotland, he boafted of his an- 
ceftry, tho' his immediate predeceflbrs 
were known to be indigent and ob- 
fcure : and tho* .he had neither eminent 
talents, nor any other education than what 
he had acquired" at a free fchool in his na* 
tive town, he had, by dint of a very com- 
mon underftanding, fteadily applied to the 
purfuit of one point, and afiifted by the 
friendfhipof Lord Montreville, acquired not 
only a confiderable fortune, but a feat in 
Farhament and a great deal of political 
interell, together with the title of a Ba- 
ronet. 

He had lefs underftanding than cunning ; 
lefs honefty than induftry ; and tho* he 
knew how to talk warmly and plaufibly of 
honour, juftice, and integrity, he was gene- 
rally contented only to talk of them, feldom 
fo imprudent as to praftice them when he 
could get place or profit by their facri'* 
fice. 

He had that fort of fagacity which 
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enabled him. to enter into the charafters 
of thofe with whom he converfed : he 
knew how to humour their prejudices, and 
lay in wait for their foibles to turn them to 
his own advantage. 

To h :• luperiors, the cringing parafite ; 
to thofe whom he thought his inferiors, 
proud, fupercilious, and infulting ; and his 
heart hardening as his pirofperlty encreafed, 
he threw off, as much as he could, every 
connexion that reminded him of the tranf- 
adtions of his early life, and affedted to live 
only among the great, whofe luxuries he 
could now reach, and whofe manners he 
cried to imitate. 

He had twD fons by an eaMy marriage 
with a woman of fmall fortune, who was for- 
tunately dead ; for had (he lived, fhe would 
probably have been concealed, left fhe 
fliould difgrace him. 

To his fons, however, he had given that 
fort of education which was likely to fit 
them for places under government ; and he 
had long fecretly intended the eldeft for one 
of the Mifs Delameres, 
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Delamere, all warmth and opennefs him- 
felf, detefted the narrow-minded and felfifli- 
father ; and had fhewn fo much coolnefs 
towards the fons, that Sir Richard forefaw 
he would be a great impediment to his de- 
ligns, and had therefore die ftrongefl mo- 
tive for trying to perfuade Lord Montreville, 
that to fend him on another tour to the 
Continent, would be the beft means of 
curing him of what this deep politician 
termed, " a ridiculous and boyifh whim, 
'* which his Lordfhip ought at all events 
^^ to put an end to before it grew of a 
^' more dangerous confequ^nce.'^ 

Mr. Crofts, as he was no fpprtfman, 
pafled his mornings in riding out with Mifs 
Delamere and Mifs Otley, or attending on ^ 
the elder iadies in their airings. While 
Delamere, who wifhed equally to fhun Mifs 
Otley, whom he deteraiined never to marry, 
and Crofts, whom he defpifed and hated, 
lived almoft alone; notwithftanding the 
entreaties of liis father and the anger of 
his mother. 

Her Ladylhip, . who had never any com- 
Vol. I. L. xsvas^^ 
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mand over her paffions, harralTed him, when- 
ever they met, with farcafms and refleftions ; 
while Lady Mary, fcorning to talk io a 
young man, who was blind to the merits of 
her daughter, talked aS him whenever- (he 
found an opportunity ; and exclaimed 
^gainft the difobedience, diflipation, and 
ill-breeding of modern young men : while 
Mifs Odey aflfeded a pretty difdain ; and 
flirted violently with Mr. Crofts, as if to 
ftiew him that (he was totally indifferent to 
his negled:. 

The temper of Delamere was eager and 
irritable ; and he bore the unplea^ntnefs of 
this fociety, whenever he was forced to mix 
in it, with a fort of impatient contempt. 
But as he hourly found it more irkfome, 
and the idea of Emmelinc prefe every day 
more intenfely on his heart, he determined, 
at the end of the third week, to go to 
Xx)ndon. 

Not chufing to have any altercation witliK 
either Lord or Lady Momreville, he one 
evening ordered his man to have his horfes 
ready at five o'clock the next day, faying 
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he was to meet the fox-homads at fome 
diftance from home ; and having written A 
letter to his Lordfhip, in which he told him 
he was going to London for a fortnight, 
(which letter he left on the table in his 
dreffingrroom) he motanted his horfe, and 
was foon in town ; but inftead of going to 
the houfe of his father in Berkley-fquare, 
be took lodgings in Pali-Mall. 

Every night he frequented thofe public 
places which were yet open, in hopes of 
finding Emmehne; and his fervant wa» 
conftantly employed for the fame purpofe ; 
but as he had no trace of her, all his enqui* 
ries were fruitlefs* 

On the night that Emmeline was at 
the play, he had been at Coveait-garden 
Theatre, and meant to have looked into 
the other houfe; but was detained by meet- 
ing a young foreigner from whom he had 
received civilities at Turin, 'till the hoiife 
was enptpty* So narrowly did he mifs find* 
ing her he fo anxioufly fought, 

Elkerton, in looking abotitfor die happy 
woman who was worthy the exakedfitua- 
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tion of being his wife, had yet feen none 
whom he thought fo Ukely to fiicceed to 
that honour as Mifs Mowbray ; and if (he 
was, on enquiry, found to be as Ihe was re- 
prefented, (related to Lord Montreville) 
it would be fo great an additional advan- 
tage, that he determined in that cafe to lay 
himfelf and his pied horfes, his houfe in 
Kent, his library, and his fornine, all at- her 
feet immediately. Nor did he once fuffer 
himfelf to fufpedt that there was a woman 
on earth who could withftand fuch a tor- 
rent of good fortune. . 

In purfuance therefore of this refolution, 
he determined to make enquiry of Lord 
Montreville himfelf, of whom he-hadjuft 
known fo much at Naples, as to receive 
cards of invitation to Lady Montrfeville^s 
converfationes. 

There he mingled with the croud ; and 
was flightly noticed as an Englifhman of 
fortune; fmiled at for his affectation of 
company and manners, which feemed 
foreign to his original line of hfe; and dien 
forgotten. 

But 
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But Elkerton conceived this to be more: 
than introduftion enough ; and drefling 
himfelf in what he thought un difabille la 
plus impofantey and with his fervants in their 
morning liveries^ he flopped at the door of 
Lord Montreville. 

" Lord Montreville was not at home. '* 
• *^ When was he expefted ?'^ 

^^ It was uncertain ; his Lordfhip was at 
^^ Audley-Hall, and might be in town in a 
^^ fortnight ; or might not come up till the 
^^ . meeting of Parliament." 

^^ And are all the family there ?*' en- 
quired Elkerton, of the porter. 

" No, Sir; Mr. Delamere is in town.** 

*^ And when can I fee Mr. Dela- 
'' mere?*' 

The porter could not telU as he did not 
live in Berkley-fquare. 

'' Where then is he ?** 

" At lodgings In Pall-Mail;" (for De- 
lamere had left his dire6tion with his fa- 
tiber's fervants.) 

Elkerton therefore took the addrefs with 

L 2 a pencil ; 
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:^ pencil ; and determined, without farther 
rcflieftion, to drive thither. 

It was aboiit fo\ir o^clock, and in the 
middk of November, when Delamere had 
juft returned to his lodgings, to drefs before: 
he met his foreign friend, and fome other 
young men, to dine at a tavern in St. 
James's-ftreet, when a loud rap at the door 
announced a vifiton 

Milkfleur having no orders to the con- 
trary, and beipjg dazzled with the fplendour 
of Elkerton's equipage, let him in ; and he 
was humming an Italian air out of tune, in 
Delamere^s drawing-room, when the latter 
came out in his dreffing-gown and flippdrs 
to receive him, 

Delamere, on feeing the very odd figure 
and baboonifti face of Elkertcm, inftead of 
that of fome body he knew, .flopped (hort 
and made a grave bow, 

Elkcrton advancing towards him, bowed 
alfo profoundly, and faid, ^^ I am channed, 
** Sir, with being permitted the honour of 
*^ paying you my devoirs/* 

Dclaincre concluded ffbm his look and 

bow^ 
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bowy as w.eil as from a fordgti accent 
(which Elkcrton had affeftcd 'till it was 
become habitual) that the man was either 
a dancing-mafter, ot a quiick doftdTy fetit 
to him by fome gi his companions, who? 
frequendy exercifed on each other fuch ef- 
forts of praftical wit. He therefore being 
not without humour, bowed agnn more 
profoundly than before; and a^fwered^ 
*^ that the honour was entirely his, thoV 
*^ he did not know how be had deferved- 
'' it/' 

^' I was fo fortunate, Sir,'' itfumed El- 
kerton, *^ (o fortuliate a«> to-— have the 
^^ honour — the happinefs— of knowing 
^^ Lord Montrevillc and ^ Lady Montre- 
" ville a few years ago atNatples." 

Dekmere, ftiU confirmed in his firft idea,.. 
aniwefcd, ^^ very probably^ Sir*'' 

^^ And, Sir," eontinired Elkeiton, ^^ I? 
^* now waited upon^i^eir, as hitLor^ip iS' 
** ftOtin tcw^n/' 

" Indeed, Sir, you* a^e too obliging V* 

" To alk. Sir, a queftion, whiclj I hope 
** will not be deemfed-— be decniicd— " 

L 4 (^^<^S^~ 
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( a word did not immediately occur ) be 
^* deemed — improper — intrufive — imper- 
" tinent-^inquifitive— prefuming/* 

*^ I dare fay, Sir, nothing improper, intru- 
^* five, impertinent, inquifuive or prefum- 
^^ ing, is to be apprehended from a gen- 
" tleman of your appearance/' 

Delamere expedted fomething very ridi- 
culous to follow this ridiculous introdudtion,. 
and widi fpme difficulty forbore laughing* 

Elkerton went on— 

** It i*elates. Sir, to a Lady/* 

*^ Pray, Sir, proceed. I am really im- 
" patient where a Lady is concerned/* 

^^ You are acquainted. Sir, with a Lady 
^►' of the name of Aftiwood, who lives at 
" Clapham ?'' 
. *• No, really Sir, I am not fo happy/* 

" I fancy then. Sir, I have been mis- 
** informed, and beg pardon for the trouble 
^^ I have prefumed to give ; but I under- 
*^ flood that the young lady who lives with 
'^ her, was a relation of Lord Montre- 
« ville/* • , 

A ray of fire feemed to flafh acrofs the 

imagi- 
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imagination of Delamere, and to inflame 
all his hopesV He blufhed deeply, and his 
^ voice faukering with anxiety, he cried^i-- 

^^ What ?— who, Sir ! — a young^Lady ? 
fi — what young Lady ?" -^ • 

" Mifs Mowbray, they tell me; is • her 
^* name ; and I underftand. Sir- — but I dare 
" fay from miftake — that (he is of your fa- 
'^ mily/' 

Delamere could hardly breathe. He 
feemed as. if he was in a dream, and dared 
not fpeak for fear of awaking. 

Elkerton, led on by the queftions Dela- 
mere at length fummoned refolution to afk, 
proceeded to inform him of all he knew : 
how, where, and how often, he had feen 
Emmeline, and of his intentions to offer 
himfelf a candidate for her favour ; " for 
•' notwithftanding, Sir," {aid he, ^* that 
** Mr. Rochely feems to be fori avant enfes 
bon graces^ I think— I hope — I believe, 
— that his fortune — (and yet his for- 
tune does not perhaps fo mucli exceed 
mine asmanyfuppofe)— his fortune will 
y hardly turn the balance againft me*^ 

L 5 ^^ ^Ct^^- 









**' cfpcciaHy i£ I hftvethe fan^icm of Lord 
^^ MoBfr.eviJk^ to whom I fuppofe (as yoa 
** fecm to aicknowlfidgc fomc affinity be- 
twccn hIMs Mowbray and hk LorcUhip) 
it will be no harm i£ 1 apply." 
Xhco' dw mind of Ddamere, a thoufand 
cotK&ibd idea& rapidly pafled. He was 
divided Etctweta bis joy at hnving found 
Emmeline, hi^ vexation at knowing flie 
was furrouad^d by rivals, and his fear that 
his father might, by the appUcation of El- 
kerton to him^ know that Emmeline's abode 
wa^ no longer a fecret ; and amidft thefe 
Viirious fen(ations,, he was able only ta ex- 
prefs his diflike of Elkerton, whofe pre- 
f unxprion in thinking of Emmeline appeared 
to cancel the cafual obligation- he owed to 
him for difcovering her. 

" Sir,," faid he haughtily, as fbon as he 
could a little recover his recoUecSbion, ** f 
am very well aflured that Lord Montre^ 
ville will not hear any propofals for Mife 
Mowbray. His Lordfhip has, in feift, 
no authority over )ier ; and befides^ he 
is at prefent abon£ to leave his houfe in 

' '' >7orfolk. 
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^^ Norfolk, and I know not when he will 
^^ be in town; perhaps not the whok 
^^ wkfUer; he is no^ going to vifit fome 
*^ fricfidsy and it will b^ kBpollilde you can 
^^ have atiy accefs to him for fome months. > 
^^ As to myfelf, you will exclife me ; 1 Bm 
^ engaged to dine out.** 

He rang the bell, and ordered the fer- 
vent who entered^ to enquire for the gentle- 
man's carriage. Then bowing eooly to 
hina, he Went into hk dreffii^-rooni, and 
kft the mortified Elkerton to regfet the 
little fijccefs of an attempt which he doubted 
not would have exxked, in the hearts of all 
thofe relied t^ Mifs Mowbjfay, admifati<^h 
M his- gerlCFofity, aad joy iot the good fbr-» 
tuaae oi Emmelinc : for he ecmcluded, by 
her being a companion to Mrs. Athwood, 
iiusd the had no fbrtuiK, or any depen- 
dsmce but oir the boimty of Lord Mon- 
tJ»eville. 

Defctmerd,. whdfe ardent incl^tions, 
whatever turn they took^ were never to be 
a moment reftrained, rang for his fefvants, 
smd difpatcbiflg one of them with an excufe 

L 6 to 
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to his friends, he fent a fecond for an 
hackney-coach* Then ordering up a coldb 
dinner, which he hardly ftaid to eat, he got 
into the coach, and direfted it to be driven 
as faft as poffible to Clapham Common, 
where he afked for the houfe of Mrs. Alh- 
wood, and was prefently at the door. 

The fervant had that moment opened 
the iron-gate, to let out a perfon who had 
been to his,miftrefs upon bufinefs. Dela- 
mere therefore enquiring if Mifs Mowbray 
was at home, entered without ringing, and 
telling the fervant that he had occafion to- 
.fpeak to Mifs Mowbray only, the man an- 
fwered, **that (he was alone in the dreffing- 
^^ room.'' Thither therefore fi^defired to ^ 
be (hewn; and without being announced, 
he entered the room. 

- Inftead of finding her alone; he faw her 
(H at work by a little table, on which, were 
two wax candles; and by her (ide, with his. 
arm, as ufual, over the. back of her. chair, 
and gazing earnefUy op her face, fat , Mr* 
Rochely. 

Emmeline did not look up when he came 

in. 
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in, fuppofing it was the fervant with tea. 
Delamere therefore was clofe to the table 
when fhe faw him. The work dropt from 
her hands ; (he grew pale, and trerfibled ; 
but not being able to rife, (he only clafped 
her hands together, and faid faintly — ^—i 
'* Oh ! heaven !— Mr. Delamere ! '* 

" Yes, Emmehne, it is Mr. Delamere! 
** and what is there fo extraordinary in that ? 
*^ I was told you were alone : may I beg the 
" favour of a few minutes converfation ?'* 

Emmeline knew not what to reply. She 
faw him dart an angry and difdainful look 
at poor Rochely ; who, alarmed by the ap- 
pearance of a ftranger that appeared on fuch 
a footing of familiarity, and who poffefled 
the advantages of youth and a handfome 
perfon, had retreated flowly towaids the fire, 
and now furveyed Delamere with fcruti- 
nizing. and difpleafed looks ; while Dela- 
mere faid to Emmeline—" if you have no 
^* particular bulinefs with this gentleman, 
*f will you go into fome other room, that 
^^ I may fpeak to you on an affair of con* 
^* fequence?" 

'' Sit 



*♦ SiC down** iaid Emmcline^ recovering 
her fiarpdze;^ ^* fitdovm, and I will attend 
*^ yoaprefimdy* Tell rae, how isyouc 
« frfter Augtjft^ ?'* 

•* 1 fcdo# noc^ She is in YorkihireJ* 

^^ Aid Ilord Montrevrlle ?^' 

," Well, I beKeve. E«twtiaifis^ all this' 
* ** f€^ tfee p^rpofe ? can- 1 K0€ fpeak to yoti, 
" but i» the prefencc of a tli^d pe^fon?** 

I^neqiMVocal m this h«i€ titas^ Rcji^hely 
feemed determined nol to go,- and Dela- 
m^re a* refolufefy ben^ft) affront him, if he 
didrtor. 

EdimeJiiieAerefore, who IknexvBoC what 
elfe to'do^- was- going to conapfy with* his" 
rtJfadS <jf a- pfrivace ziuSkeme,- wheis flie 
wastecltily relieved by the &ittmc€o{,Mt-^ 
Aftw<5tod a?td &e: tear ^aibic; 

Mrs* Afhw^DodV forpri^ed aC fefemg a*, 
fteiaflger, and a^ ftr^ige* whofe appearance 
hsid more feftiiori di;^ the generality of hep 
vifirorsy wa6 itttrodviced to- Mr. Eietaffiere ; 
a^ ceremony he would willingly have dif- 
. pc»^ with ; and having' made his bow, 

and muttered fomething, abou^ having 

taken 
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taken the Kbertjr to call oa his relation, he 
fat dcywn by Emiitdine, and in a whifper 
told her he muft and would fpeak to her 
akuie before be wiz^ 

Emmeline, to whofe care the tea table 
was allotted when Mifs Gahon happened 
not to be at Mrs Afbwood's, new excufi^ 
herfdf under pretence of being obKged to 
make tea ; and while it was. paiEng, Mrs, 
Alhwood made two or three attempts to in- 
troduce general conyerfation ; but it went 
no farther than a few infignificant fentences 
between her and Mn Rochelv. 

Delamere, wholly engnoifed by the tumul- 
tuous delight o£ haviig recovered Emme- 
linej and by contriving how to fpeak to 
her alone, thought nothing elfe worthy his 
attention ; and fat tooking at her with eyes 
fo expreffive o£ his love, that Rochely, who 
anxioufly watched him, was convinced 
diat his {oKciaide was infinitely flxonger 
dian his relationfhip oniy would have pro- 
duced. 

He had at length learned, by conftanf 
attcntiBQcr to every hint and' every circum- 
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ftance that related to Emmeline, Who fhe 
was ; and had even got from Mrs. Afliwood 
a Qonfufed idea of Delamere's attachment 
to her, which the prefent fcene at once 
elucidated. 

Rochely faw in him not only a rival, but 
a rival fo dangerous that all his hopes feemed 
to vanilh at once. Unconfcious, 'till then, 
how very indifcreetly he was in love, he was 
amazed at the pain he felt from this dif- 
cbvery ; and with a moft rueful countenance, 
fat filcnt and difconcerted. 

Mrs. Afliwood, ufed to be flattered and 
attended to, was in no good humour with 
Mr. Delamere, who gave her fo little of 
his notice: and never perhaps were a party 
more uncomfortable, 'till they were en- 
livened by the entrance of Mife Gakon, 
and Mr. Hanbury with another gentle- 
man. 

They were hardly placed, and had' their 
tea fent round, before a loud ring was 
lieard, and the fervant announced " Mr. 
** Elkerton*' 

Mr. Elkerton came dancing into the 

room; 
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room; and having fpoken to Mrs. Afh- 
wood and Emmeline, he llightly furveycd' 
the company, and fat down. 

He was very near lighted, and affefted 
to be ftill more fo ; and Delamere having 
drawn his chair out of the circle, fat al- 
moft behind Emmeline ; while the portly* 
citizen, who had accompanied Mn Han-^ 
bury, fat forward near the table ; Delamere 
was therefore hardly feen. 

Elkerton began to tell them how hn- 
moderately he was fatigued. *^ I have 
'^ been over the whole town,'* faid he, ^^ to 
day. In the morning I was obliged to 
attend a boring appointment upon bufi- 
^^ nefs relative to my eftate in Kent ; and. 
to meet my tenants, who difagreed with 
my fteward : and then, I went to call 
jupon my old friend Delamere, Lord 
^' Montreville's Son, in Pall-Mall; we 
^^ pafled a very chearful hour difcourfing 
^* of former occurrences when we were to- 
^^ gether at Turin. Upon my word, he is 
*^ a good fenfible young man. We have 
^* reAewed our intimacy ; and he 'has 
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•* infiftcd npon my goiiig down with hkn 
^* to his father's botife in Norfolk,** 

Emmeline fufpende^ her tea makings 
^m) looked afloxxiflied. 

Mrs* Aihwood feemed furprized# 
. But Delamere^ who had at firft felt in- 
clified to be angry at the. folly and fcnrwajcd-^ 
ne(s of EULenoQ^ was now fo flruck witb 
die ndicule of the circxunftance^ that he;^ 
l;>roke into a loud laugh. 

The eyes of the company were turned 
towards bimy and Elkertc^ witb great in-, 
dignation took his glafe to furvey who it 
was diat had thus violated the rules of good 
breeding; but great was his difmay and 
aftoni(hmcnt, vrfien he belield the very 
Delamere ' of whom be had fpoken with (b 
much ^fflBFance, rife ufp, and advancing to- 
wards him, make a grave bow. 

'^ Sir l^ faid Delamere, very folemnly, 
I cannot fufficiently exprefs my gratitude 
for your good opinion of me ; nor my 
^ happinefe to hear you intend to hojiour 
*^ me with a vifit it Audtey HalL Upon^ 
" my word you> are /^ obliging, and T 

^^ know 
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** know not bow I (hall (h€w my gratitude 1*' 

The ironical tone in which this was de- 
livered, and the difcompofed looks of the 
diftrefled Elkerton, explained the matter 
to the whole company ; and the laugh be- 
came general. 

Elkerton, tho' not eafily difconcerted, 
could not ftand it. After a fort of apology 
to Dclamere> he endeavoured to reaffuxne 
his confequence. But he had been too fe- 
verely mortified; and in a few minutes arofe^i^ 
and under pretence of being engaged to a 
rout in town,, went away^ nobody attaStpt-? 
ing to flop him. 

Rochely, who hated Elkerton, could 
not forbear to triumph in this difcomfiture. 
He fpoke very feverely of him as a forward, 
impertinent, filly fellow, who was diffipa- 
ting his fortune. 

The old citizen heartily joined in exclaim- 
ing againft fuch apoftates from the frugality 
of their anceftors. ^^ Sir,*' faid he to 
Rochely, " we all know that you are a 
^ prudent man; and that cafti at your 
" houfe is, as it were, in the Bank. Sir, 
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** you do honour to the city ; but as to 
** that there Mr. Elkeiton, one mufl; be 
cautious; but for my part, 1 wonder 
how fome people go on* ' To my certain 
knowledge his father did'nt die fo rich 
as was fuppofed — no— not by a many 
thoufands. Sir, I remember him — (and 
I am not aftiamed to fay it) for every 
body knows / have got my money ho- 
neftly, and that its all of my own get- 
ting — but. Sir, I remember that man's 
father, and not a many years ago nei- 
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^^ ther, carrying out parcels, and fweep- 
*^ ing die (hop for old Joluthan Huggins* 
^' You knew old Jonathan Huggins. He ^ 
^^ did not die, I think, ^till about the year 
^^ forty-one or two. You remember htm, 
^^ tobefure?" 

Rochely, ever tremblingly alive whea 
hi? age was called in queftion, yet fearing 
to deny a faA which he apprehended the 
other would enter into a convincing detail 
to prove, anfwered that ^^ he flightly re- 
^* membered him when he was quite a boy/* 

But his evafion availed him nothing. 

The 
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The old citizen, Mr, Rugby, was now got 
upon his own ground; and moft inhu- 
manly for the feelings of poor Rochely, be- 
gan to relate in whofe mayoralty old Jona- 
tlian Huggins was IherifF, and when he was 
mayor ; who he married ; who married his 
daughters; and how he acquired an im- 
menfe fortune, all by frugality at fetting 
out ; and how one of his daughters, who 
had married a Lord againft the old man's 
will, had fpent more in one night than his 
father did in a twelvemonth. 
. Delamere, who fat execrating both Jona- 
than Huggins and his hiftorian, at length 
loft all patience ; and faid to Emmeline, in 
an half whifper, ^^ I can bear this no lon- 
*^ ger : leave thefe tedious old fools, and 
'* let me fpeak to you for two minutes 
" only/' 

Emmeline knew not how to refufe, with- 
out hazarding fome extravagance on the 
pait of Delamere. • But as (he did not like 
the appearance of leaving tlie room abruptly, 
fhe defired Mrs. Afhwood would give her 
permiffion to order candles in the parlour. 



23^ EMMELINE, 

as Mr. DcUmerc wifhcd to fpeak with her 
alone. 

As foon as the fervant informed her they 
were ready, (he went down; and Dela- 
mere followed hot, having firft wilhed 
Mrs. Alhwood a good night ; who was too 
much difpleafed with the little attention he 
had flicwn her, to afk him to fupper, tho* 
(he was very defirous of having a man of his 
hihion in the lift of her acquaintance. 

Delamere and Emmeline were no fooner 
alone, than he began to renew, with every 
argument he thought likely to move 
ker, his entreaties for a jwivate marriage. 
H€ fwore that he neither could or wo uld 
live without her, and that her refofal would 
drive him to fome aft of defperation. 

Emmdine feared her refolution would 
give way ; for the comparifon between the 
people (he had lately been among, and 
Delamere, was infinitely favourable to him. 
Such unabated love, in a man who might 
chufe among die faireft and moll fortunate 
of women, was very feducing ; and the ad- 
vantages of being his wife, inftead of con- 

dauin^ 
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llnuing in the precarious fituation (he was 
now in, would have determined at once 
a mind more attentive to pecuniary or felfifli 
motives. 

But Emmeline, unfhaken byfuch confi- 
derations, was liable to err only from the 
foftnefs of her heart, ' 

Dekmere unhappy — Delamere wearing 
out in hopelefs folicitude the bloom of life, 
was die object (he found it moft difficult to 
contend with ; and feeble would have been 
her defence, had (he not Coniidered herfelf 
as engaged in honour to Lx)rd Montreville 
to refufe his (on, and ftill more engaged ta 
refpeft the peace of die family of her dear 
Augufta. 

* Strengthened by thefe refleftions, (he re- 
fufed, tho' in the gentled manner, to lifteii 
<x) fucK propofals; reproached him, tho* 
with more tendeme(s in her voice and 
manner than (he had yet (hewn, for having 
left Audley Hall without the concurrence 
of Lord Montreville ; and entreated him to 
return, and try to forget her. 

^* Let me peri(h if I do !** eagerly an- 
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fwered Delamere. '^ No, Eitimeline ; if 
*' you determine to pu(h me to extremities, 
^' to you only will be the mifery imputable, 
" when my miftaken parents, in vain re- 
pentance, hang over the tomb of thei/" 
only fon, and fee the laft of his family 
in an early grave. It is in your power 
only to fave me — You refufe — farewell, 
*^ .tlien — I wifti no future regret may em- 
bitter your life, and that you may find 
confolation in being the wife of fome 
*• one of thofe perfons who are, I fee, of- 
•' fering you all that riches can beftow. 
** Farewell, lovely, inhuman girl ! be 
•^ happy if you can— after having facrificed 
** to a miftaken point of honour, the re- 
*' pofe and the life of him who lived only 
** to adore you." 

So faying, he fuddenly opened the door, 
and was leaving the room. But Emmeline, 
who fhuddered at the pi6ture he had drawn 
of his defpair, and faw fuch traces of its 
reality on his countenance, caught his arm. 
" Stay! Mr. Delamere'* cried fhe, 
^* ftay yet a moment, ! " 

" For 
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^^ For what purpofe?" anfwered he, 
^^ fince you refufe to hear me ? " 

He turned back, however, into the 
room ; and Emmeline, who fancied (he faw 
him the viiftim of his unfortunate love, 
could no longer command her tears, 
i Delamcre threw himfelf at her feet, and 
embraced her knees. 

" Oh Emmeline 1 ** cried he, weeping 
alfo, ^^ hear me for the laft time. Either 
*' confent to be mine, or let me take an 
^' eternal adieu T* - 

** What would you hive me do ? good 
** God ! what is it you expeft of me ? ** 

" To go with me to Scotland to-morrow 
** — to night — direftly !" 

'* Oh, no ! no ! — Does not Lord Mon- 
*' treville depend upon my honour ?— 
** can I betray a truft repofed in me ? " 

^' Chimeras all ; founded in tyranny on 
" his part, and weaknefs on yours. He had 
" no right to exadt fuch a promife ; yotc 
•^ had no right to give it. But however, 
^* fend to him again to fay I have feen you 
*^ — ^fummons him hither to divide us— • 
, Vol.. L M ^^ ^^^ 
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*• you may certainty do fo if you pleafe ; 
^' but Lord Montreville will no longer 
^* have a fon; at leaft England, nor Europe, 
^^ will contain him no longer — I will go 
^* where my father Ihall hear no more of 
^' me." 

^* Will it content you, if I promife you 
** not to write to Lord Montreville, nor to 
*' caufe him to be written to ; and to fee 
*** you again ?" 

" Wheh?" 

•* To-morrow— whenever you pleafe/' 

Delamere, catching at this faint ray of 
hope, promifed, if flic would allow him to 
come thither when he would, he would en- 
deavour to be calm. He made her 
folemnly proteft that ftie would neither 
write to Lord Mohtreville, or procure ano- 
ther to do itf and that ftie would not 
leave Mrs. Aftiwood without letting him 
know .when and whither flie went ; and 
if by any accident his fother heard of his 
having found her, that ftie would enter in- 
to no new engagements to conceal herfelf 

from him. 

, Having^ 
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Having procured from her thefe aflur- 
ances, which he kne\V (he would not 
violate, and having obtained her confent 
to fee him early the next morning, he at 
her requeft agreed to take his leave ; 
which he did with lefs pain than he had ever 
before felt at quitting her ; carrying with 
him the delightful hope that he had made 
an impreffion on her heart, and fecure of 
feeing her the next day, he went home 
comparatively happy. 

Emmeline, who had wept exceffively, 
was very unfit to return to the company ; 
but (he thought her not appearing again 
among them would be yet more (ingular. 
She therefore compofed herfelf as well as 
(he could ; and after (laying a few minutes 
to recoiled her fcattered fpirits, (he entered 
the room where they w^re at cards. 

Rochely, who was playing at whift with 
Mrs. Alhwood, Mr. Rugby, and Mr, 
Hanbury, looked anxioufly at her eyes ; 
and prefently lofing all attention to what he 
was about, and forgetting liis game, he 

M 2 played 



244 SMMELINEy 

played fo extremely ill> that he loft the 
rubber. 

The old cit, who had three half crowns 
depending, and who was a determined 
grumbler at cards, fell upon him without 
mercy ; and faid fo many mde things, that 
Rochely could not help retorting ; and it 
was with fome difficulty Mrs. Alhwood 
prevented the groffeft abufe being laviftied 
from the enraged Rugby on the enamoured 
banker ; who defiring to give his cards 
to Mifs Galton, got up and ordered his 
carriage. 

. Emmeline fat near the fire, with her 
handkerchief in her hand, which was yet 
wet with tears. 

Rochely, widi a privilege he had been 
ufed to, and which Emmeline, from a 
man old enough to be her father, thought 
very inconfequential, took her hand and 
the handkerchief it held. 

« So, Mifs Mowbray/' faid he, " Mr. 
«^ Dclamere is your near relation?" 

" Yes, Sir." 

'' And 
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** And he has brought you, 1 fear, fome 
" ill news of your family?" 

^^ No, fir/* fighed Emmeline. 

" No death, I hope?" V 

« No, fir," 

** Whence then, thefe tears ?" 

Emmeline drew her hand away^ 

** What a ftrange young man this is, to 
^* make you cry. What has he been faying 
" to you ?" 

*• Nothing, fir." 

" Ah ! Mifs Mowbray ; fuch a lad as 
** that is but an indifferent guardian ; pray 
*• where does his father live ?" 

Mifs Mowbray, not aware of the purpofe 
of this enquiry, arid glad of any thing that 
looked like common converfation, an- 
fwerpd " at Audley Hall, in Norfork ; 
** and in Berkley-Square." 

Some other queftions, which feemed of 
' no confequence, Rochely afked, and Em* 
meline anfwered ; 'till hearing his carriage 
was at the door, he went away. . 

*' / don't like your Mr. Delamere at all, 
^^ Mifs Mowbray," faid Mrs. Afhwood, as 

M J tci^^ 
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fooa as the game ended. ** I never faw a 
•^ prouder, more difagreeable young man 
'' in my life/' 

Emmeline fmiled faintly, and faid fhe 
was forry he did not pleafe her. 

** No, nor me neither,** faid Mifs Gal- 
ton. ^* Such haughtinefs indeed ! — ^yet \ 
*' was glad he mortified that puppy Elker^ 
" ton.'* 

Emmeline, who found the two friends 
difpofed to indulge their good nature at the 
expence of the company of the evening, 
complained of being fatigued, and afkod 
foraglafsof wine and water: which having 
drank, (he retired to bed, leaving the lady 
of ^hc h6ufe, who had invited Mr. Han- 
bury and his jfriend to fupper, to enjoy 
more ftories of Jonathan Huggins, and 
the pretty iatyrical efforts of Mifs Galton^ 
who made her court moft effeftually by 
ridiculing and villifying all their acquaint- 
ance whenever it was in her power. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



WHEN Rochely got home, he fet 
about examining the ilate of his 
heart exaAIy as he would have examined 
the check book of one of his cuftomers. 

He found himfelf moft miferably in love* 
But avarice faid, Mifs Mowbray had no for* 
tune. 

By what had paifed'in his bofom that 
evening, he had difcovered that* he (hould 
be wretched to fee her married to another. 

But avarice enquired how he could offer 
to marry a woman without a (hilling ? 

Lx)ve, reprefented that her modeft, re- 
served, and unambitious turn, would per- 
haps make her, in the end, a more pro- 
fitable match than a woman educated in 
eocpence, who might diffipate ilioi'e than 
ihe brought. 

Avarice afked whether he could depend 

M 4 • on 
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on modefty, referve, and a retired turn, in 
a girl not yet eighteen ? 

After a long<lifcuflion, Love veryunex- 
peftedly put to flight the agent of Plutus, 
who had, with very little interruption, 
reigned defpoticly over all his thoughts and 
actions for many years ; and Rochely * de- 
termined tQ write to Lord Montreville, to 
lay his circumftances before him, and make 
a formal propofal to marry Mifs Mow- 
bray; 

In purfuance of this refolution, he com-*^ 
pofed, with great pains, (for he was re- 
markably flow in whatever he undertook) 
the following epifUe.— 

** My Lord, 

*^ This ferves to inform your Lordftiip, 
^^ that I have feen Mils Mowbray, and 
^^ like her well enough to be willing to 
*^ marry her, if you, my Lord, have not any 
** other views for her ; and as to fortune, 
^* I will juft give your Lordfliip a memo- 
** xandum of mine. 

*^ I have 
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*^ I have fixty thoufand pounds in the 
^^ ftocks; viz. eighteen in the three per 
^^ cent, confols. twenty in Bank ftock; 
" ten in Eaft India ftock ; and twelve in 
*^ South Sea annuities. 

" I have about forty thoufand on dif- 
** ferent mortgages ; all good, as I will be 
^* ready at any time to fhew you. I have 
*^ houfcs worth about five more. And 
^^ aft^r the death of my mother, who is 
*^ nei^r eighty, I fhall have an eftate in 
^^ Middlefex woith ten more. The in- 
** come of my bufinefs is near three 
^^ thouand pounds a year ; and my whole 
^^ income near ten thoufand. 

'^ My charafter, my Lord, is well known : 
'* and you will find, if we agree, that I 
^^ (hall not limit Mifs Mowbray's fettle- 
ment to the proportion of what your 
Lordftiip may pleafe to give her, (for I 
fuppofe you will. give her fomething) 
but to what fhe ought to have as my 
** widow, if it fliould fo happen that Ihc 
** furvives me. 
y I have reafon to believe Mifs MoW- 

M 5 */ b^^N[ 
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^^ bray has no diflike to this propofal; and 
" hope to hear from your Lordlhip thereon 
^* by return of poft. 

** I am, my Lord, 

*' yovir Lordftiip's very humble fervant^ 

" Humphrey Rochely/' 

Lombard'flrutf 
Nov^lOih. 17—. 

This was going to the point at once. 
The letter arrived in due time at Audley- 
Hall; and was received by Lord Montre- 
ville with furprize and fatisfeftion. The 
hint of Mifs Mowbray^s approbation made 
. him hope fhe was yet concealed from De- 
lamere : and as he determined to give the 
earlieft and ftrpngeft encouragement to this 
overture, from a man worth above an hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, he called a coxmcil 
with Sir Richard Crofts, who knew 
Rochely, and who kept cafti with him ; and 
it was determined that Lord Montreville 
(hould go to town, not only to clofe at 
once with the opulent banker, but to get 

Dela- 
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Ddamere out of the way while the marriage 
was m agitation, which it would otherwife 
be impoffible to conceal from him. To 
perfuadc him to another continental tour 
was what Sir Richard advifed : and agreed 
to go to town with his Lordfhip, in order 
to aSift in this arduous undertaking. 

Lord Montreville, however, failed not 
immediately to anfwer the letter he had re- 
ceived from Mr, Rochely in thefe terms— • 

• • 

" Sir, 

** This day's pofl brought me the honour 
•* of your letter. 

" If Mifs Mowbray is as fenfible as flie 
f* ought to be, of fo flattering a diftinc* 
'• tion, be afliired it will be one of the moft 
•* fatisfadiory events of my life to fee her 
** form a connexion with a gentleman 
'* truly worthy and refpeftable. 

" To haften the completion of an event 
•' fo defirable, 1 folly intend being in town 
^* in a very few days ; when I wHl, with 

M 6 " ypur 
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^* your permiffion^ wait on you in Lorn* 

^^ bard-ftreet. 

** I have the honour to be, with great 

** efteem, 

*^Sir, 

^ *^ your moft devoted, 

^^ and moft obedient fervant, 

^* Montreville/* 
Auiliy-tiM^ Nov. 2j. 

The haughty Peer, who derived his blood 
from the moft antient of the Britifli Nobi- 
lity, thus condefcended to flatter opulence 
and to court the alliance of riches* Nor 
did he think any advances he could hlake 
beneath him, when he hoped at once 'to 
marry his niece to advantage, and whkt 
was yet mote material, put an invincible 
bar .between her and liis fon. 

While this correfpondence, fo inimical to 
Ddamere's hopes, was paifiing between his 
father .and Mr. Rochely, he w» every hour 
with Emir^^eline; intoxicated with his paf- 
fipn, indulging the moft delightful hopes, 

. and 
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and forgetting every thing clfe in the 

world. 

He had found it his intereft to gain (by 
a little mor^ attention, and fome fiiie 
fpeeches' about elegance and grace,) the 
good opinion of Mrs. Afhwoood ; who now 
declared fhe had been miftaken in her firft 
idea of him, and that he wa§ not only quite 
a man of fafliion, but poffeffed an excellent 
underftanding and very refined fentiments. 
, TTie fudden death of her father had 
obliged her to leave home fome days be- 
fore : but as foon as (he was gone, Emme- 
line, who forefaw that* Delamere would be 
conftantly with her, fent for Mifs Gilton. 

No remonftrance of her*s could prevent 
his pafling every day at the houfe, from 
breakfaft 'till a late hour in the evening. 

On the laft of thefe days, he was there as 
\ifual ; and it was pad eight at night, when 
Emmeline, who had learned to play on* the 
harp, by being prefent when Mrs. Aftiwood 
. received leffons on that inftrument, was 
finging to Delamere a little fimple air of 
which he was particularly fond, and -into 
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which (he threw (o much pathos, that loft 
in fond admiration, he ^^ himg over her, 
«* enamoured ;" when (he was interrupted 
by the eatrwce of a fervant, who fiud that 
a LiOrdi but he forgot the name,' was be* 

« low, and; defired to fpeak with Mifs Mow- 
bray. 

If Enuneline was alarmed at the (ight of 
Lord Mpntreville at Swanfea, when (he had 

^ a£i:ed with the (bridleft attention to his wi(hes, 
(he had now itiuch more reafon to be fo, 
when (he felt herfclf confcious of having 
given encouragement to Delamere, and 

. had reafon to fear her motives for doing fo 
would be miibelieved or mifunderftood. 

Tho* the fervant had forgotten his name, 
Emmeline doubted not but it was Lord 
Montreville ; and (he had hardly time to 
think how (he (bould receive him, before 
his Lordihip (who had impatiently followed 

, the fervant up (lairs) entered the room. 
Delamere, immoveable behind Emme- 
line's chair, was the (irit objedt that (truck 
him. 
He had hoped that her re(idcnce was.yet 

unknown 
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unknown to his fon ; and forprize, yeica- 
tion^ and anger, were marked in his coun« 
tenance and attitude. 

** Mifs Mowbray I" (advancing towards 
her) *^ is it thus you fulfil the promife you 
** gave me ? And you, Mr. Delamcre--* 
*^ do you ftill obftinately perfift in thisridi* 
*^ culous, this unworthy attachment ?*' 

** I left you, my Lord," anfwered Dela- 
njere, ** without deceiving you as to my 
** motives for doing fo. I came in fearch 
** of Mifs Mowbray. By a fortunate ac- 
** cident I found her. I have never diffi- 
** mulated ; nor ever mean it in whatever 
relates to her. Nothing has prevented 
my making her irrevocably mine, but 
her too fcrupulous adherence to a jwro- 
** mife^^tf ought never to have given, and 
** which your Lordjhip ought never to have 
*^ extorted.'' 

Emmeline, gentle as (he was, had yet 
that proper fpirit which confcious worth 
feldom fails of infpiring : and knowing that 
(he had already facrificed much to the re- 
fpedt (he thought Lord Montrcville entided 
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tOj (he was hurt at finding, from his angry 
and contemptuous tone, as well as words, 
that fhe was condemned unheard, and 
treated with harflinefs where (he deferred 
only kindnefs and gratitude. 

The courage of which her firft furprize 
had deprived her, was reftored by thefe 
fenfations ; and (he faid, with great coolnefs, 
yet with lefs timidity than ufual, ^^ my 
Lord, I have yet done nothing in viola- 
tion of the promife I gave you. But 
** the moment your Lordfhip doubts my 
** adherence to it, from that moment I con- 
*' fider it as diffolved." 

Delamere, encouraged by an anfwer fo 
flattering to his hopes, now addreffed him- 
felf to his father, who was by this time 
feated ; and fpoke fo forcibly of his invin- 
. cible attachment, and his determmed pur- 
pofe never to marry any other woman, that 
the refolution of Lord Montreville was 
fhaken, and would perhaps have given way, 
if the violent and clamorous oppofition of 
his wife on one hand, and the ambitious 
projedts and artful advice of Sir Richard 

Crofts 
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Crofts on the other, had not occurred to 
him. He commanded himfelf fo far as not 
to irritate Delamere farther, by reflc6tions 
on the conduft of Emmeline, which he 
found would not be endured ; and trying 
to ftifle his feelings under the diflimulation 
of the courtier, he heard with patience all 
he had to urge. He even anfwered him 
with temper ; made an apology to Emme- 
line for any expreffions that might have 
given her offence ; and at length threw into 
his manner a compofure that elated Dela- 
mere to a degree of hope hitherto unfelt. 
He fan :ied that his father, weary of hope^ 
lefs oppofition, and convinced of the merit 
of Emmeline, would confent to his mar- 
riage : and his quick fpirit feizing with 
avidity on an idea fo flattering, converted 
into a confirmation of it all Lord Montre- 
ville's difcourfe for the remainder of the 
vifit : in which, by diflimulation on one , 
part, and favourable expeftations on the • 
other, they both feemed to return to fome 
degree of good humour. 
Dielamere agreed to go home with his 
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father ; and Lord Moiureville having de- 
tennined to return the next day to fpeak to 
Emmeline on the propofals of Rochely, 
they parted ; his Lordfhip meditating as he 
went home how to prevent Delamere^s in- 
termpting the conference he wiflied to 
have on a fubjeft which was fo near his 
heart. 

On his^rrival at his own houfe, he found 
Sir Richard Crofts waiting for him, whom 
he detained to fupper. Delamere, as foon 
as it was over, went to his lodgings ; which 
Lord Montreville did not oppofe, as he 
wilhed to be alone with Sir Richard ; but 
he defired, that after that evening Dela- 
mere would return to his apartments in 
Berkley -fquare ; which he partly promifed 
to do. 

Lord Montreville related to Sir Richard 
what had pafled, and the uneafinefs he was 
under to find that Delamere, far from re- 
laxing in his determination, had openly re^ 
newed'his addtefles; and that Emmeline 

feemed much lefs 'dilpofed to facrifice his 

wi{he$ 
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\vi(hes to thofe of his family, than he had 
yet found her. 

Sir Richard, himfelf wholly infenfiblc to 
the feelings of a father, difcouraged in 
Lord Montreville every tendency to for^ 
give or indulge this indifcreet paffion* 
And equally incapable of the generous fen- 
timents of a gentleman towards a woman, 
young, helplefs, dependant, and unfortu- 
nate, he tried to harden the heai^ of Lord 
Montreville againft his orphan i^cce, and 
advifed him peremptorily to infill on her 
marrying Rochely immediately, dr, as the 
alternative, to declare to her that from the 
moment of her refufal (he muft expeft from 
him neither fupport or countenance. 

This threat on one hand, and the aiffluencc 
offered her by Rochely on the othef, muft, 
he thought, oblige her to embrace his pro- 
pofals. 

The greateft difficulty feemed to be, to 
prevent Delamere's impetuofity from fnatch- 
ing her at once out of the power of his fa- 
ther, by an elopement ; to which, if (he 
preferred him to Rochely, it was very pro- 
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bable (he might be driven by harfli mea- 
furcs to confent ; and that Delamere muft 
have in her heart a decided preference, 
there could be little doubt. 

Lord Montreville was apprehenfive that 
Delatnere, who had, he found, for many 
days lived entirely at Mrs. Alhwood's, 
would be there before him in the morning, 
and preclude all poflibility of a private 
converfation with Emmeline. 

Fitz-Edward, who could, and from the 
duplicity of his character would perhaps 
have made a diverfion in liis favour, was 
not in town ; and to both the Mn Croft's 
Delamere had an antipathy, which he took 
very little pains to conceal; they therefore 
could not be employed to engage him. 

In this difficulty. Sir Richard offered to 
go himfelf to Mifs Mowbray, that Lord 
Montreville might be at liberty to detain 
his fon ; pretences for which could liot be , 
wanting. 

His Lordfliip clofed with this offer with 
pleafure ; and felt himfelf relieved from a 
painful ' taik. His heart, though greatly 

changed 
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changed by a long courfe of good fortune, 
and by the habit of living among the 
great, was yet not quiet loft to the feelings 
of nature. 

His brother, than whom he was only a 
year younger, and whom he had loved thro' 
childhood and youth with Angular attach- 
ment, was not wholly forgotten ; and the 
foftened likenefs, in the countenance of 
Emmeline, to one whom he had fo long 
been ufed to look up to with tendernefs, 
frequently faid as much for her to his affec- 
tion, as her unprotefted and helplefs ftate 
did to hisTionour and his compaffion. Nor, 
whatever pains he took to ftifle his pity for 
his fon, covrtd he entirely reconcile to his 
own heart the part he was afting. 

But of thefe feelings, meritorious as they 
were, he was afhamed, and dared not avow 
them ; while he was intimidated by the 
fupercilious fpirit and unconquerable pride - 
of Lady Montreville, and tempted by the 
vifions of encrcafing fplendour and accumu- 
lated riches which Sir Richard perpetually 
prcfented to his imagination, and which 
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there was indeed but little doubt of realiz- 
ing. 

The Mowbray family were known ta 
poflefs abilities. Thofe of the deceafed 
Mr. Mowbray were remarkably great, tho* 
he had thrown away his time and health 
in a courfe of diffipation which had nude 
them ufelefs. 

The talents of Lord Montreville, tho* 
lefs brilliant, were more folid. And now 
in the meridian of life, with powerful con- 
nexions and extenfive intereft, he was 
courted to accept an eminent poft in admi- 
niftration, with a promife of a Marquifate 
being reftored to him, which had long lain 
dormant in his own family, and of the re- 
vival of which he was extremely ambi- 
tious. 

To fupport fuch a dignity, his fon*s fu- 
ture fortune, ample as it muft be, would 
not, he thought, be adequate ; and could 
only be make fo by his marrying Mifs 
Odcy or fome woman of equal fortune. 

This, therefore, was the weight which 
entirely over-ballanced all his kindnefs 

for 
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for his niece, mnd coiifirmed his refolution 
to tear her from Delamere at whatever 

price. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

IT was much earlier than the ufual hotnr 
for morning vifits, when Sir Richard 
Crofts was at the door of Mrs. Aftiwood. 

Mifs Mowbray had given no orders to 
be denied ; and he was, on enquiring for 
her, (hewn into the parlour. 

As foon as the fervant informed her a 
gendeman was below whom (he found was 
not Delamere, (he concluded it was Lord 
Montrcville ; and with a fearful and beat- 
ing heart, went down. 

She faw, with fome furprize, a middle- 
aged man, of no very pleafant countenance 
and perfon, to whom (he was an entire 
(branger.; and concluding his bu(ine(s was 
with Mrs. Alhwood, Ihc was abcwi xa ^^• 
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treaty when the gentleman advancing to- 

wards her, told her he waited on her, com- 

miffioned by Lord Montreville. 

Emmeline fat down in filence, arid Sir 

Richard began. 

** Mifs Mowbray, I have the honour to 

*' be connedted with Lord Montreville, 
and entirely in his Lordftiip's confi- 
dence : you will pleafe therefore to conT 
fider what I (hall fay to you as coming 
immediately, direftly, and abfolutely, 

** from himfelf ; and as his Lordftiip's de- 

*' cided, and unalterable, and irrevocable 

" intentions/* 
The abruptnefs of this fpeech (hocked 

and diftrefTed Emmeline, ' She grew very 

pale ; but bowing (lightly to the fpeaker, 

he went on. 

" My Lord Montreville hopes andfup- 

'* pofes, and is willing to believe, that 
you have not, in direft violation of your 
promife folemnly given, encouraged 
Mr. Delamere in the iabfurd, and impof- 
lible, and impracticable projedt of mar- 
rying you. But however that may have 

^^^ been, as it i^ bis Lovdftd^'s firm refolu- 
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*^ tion and determination never to fufFer 
*^ fuch a conneftion, you have, I fuppofe, 
*^ too much fenfe not to fee the mifchief 
*^ you muft occafion, and bring on, and 
caufe to yourfelf, by encouraging a gid- 
dy, and infatuated, and ignorant, and 
^* rafli young man, to relift paternal autho- 
€i rity." 

Emmeline was ftill filent. 
^* Now here is an opportunity of eftablifl)- 
ing yourfelf in affluence, and reputation, 
and fortune, beyond what your moft 
*^ fanguine hopes could offer you ; and I 
*^ am perfuaded you will eagerly, and rea- 
^ * dily , and immediately embrace it. Lord 
*^ Montreville infills upon it; the world 
*' ^xpe6ts it ; and Mr. Delamere's family 
*' demand it of you.'* 

^* Sir!** faid Emmeline, aftoniihed at 
the peremptory tone and ftrange purport of 
thefe words. 

** It is my cuftom,** refumed Sir Richard, 

*• when I am upon bufinefs to fpeak plain- 

** ly, and ftraitly, and to the pqint. This 

*^ then is what I have to propofo— You are 

Vol.1, N "^^ ^.cc^'&w^^^ 
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^* acquainted with Mr. Rochely, the great 
«^ banker?*' 
« Yes, Sir." 

'^ He offers, to my Lord Montreville to 
*♦ marry you ; and to make fettlemtntSi^on 
" you equal to what you might have 
*' claimed, had you a right to be confidered 
*' as a daughter of the houfe of Mow- 
*' bray. His real fortune is very great ; 
his annual income fuperior to that of 
many of the nobility ; and there can be 
** no reafon, indeed none will be allow^ed, 
** or liftened to, or heard of, why you 
(hould not eagerly, and inftantly, and 
joyfully accept a propofal fo infinitely 
fuperior to what you have any claim, or 
*' right, or pretence to." 

This was almoft too much for poor Em- 
meline. Anger and difdain, which fhe 
found fail rifing in her bofom, refh-ained 
her tears : but her eyes flafhed indignantly 
on the unfeeling politician who thus fo in- 
delicately addrcflTed her. 

He would not give her time to fpeak ; 
but feemed determined to overwhelm her 

imaglna- 
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imagination at once with the contraft he 
placed before her. 

** Ifj'* continued he, " you will agre^ 
'* to become the wife of Mr. Rochely, a$ 
*' foon as fettlements can be prepared, my 
** Lord Montreville, of whofe generofity, 
" and greatnefs of mind,' and liberality, 
*' too much cannot be faid, offers to con- 
*' fider you as being really his niece; as 
** being really a daughter of the Mowbray 
^' family; and, that being fo confidered, 
** you may not be taken by any man por- 
tionlefs, he will, on the day of marriage, 
prefent, and fettle on, and give you, 
three thoufand pounds. 

Now, Mifs Mowbray, confider, and 
weigh, and refleft on diis well : and give 
me leave, in order that you may form a 
juft judgment, to tell you the confe- 
** quence of your reflifal. 

" My Lord Montreville, who is not 
*' obliged to give you the leaft aCEftance, 
*' or fupport, or countenance, does by me 
*' declare, that if you are fo weak (to call 
"** it by no harfher name) as to refufe this afto- 
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•* ni(hing, and amazing, and fingular good 
•* fortune ; he (hall confider you as throw- 
'* ing off all duty, and regard, and attention 
*• to him ; and as pne^ with whofe fate it 
** will be no longer worth his while to em- 
** barrafs, perplex, and concern himfelf. 
** From that moment, therefore, you muft 
•* drop the name of Mowbray, to which 
** in fadt you have no right, and take that 
•* of your mother, whatever it be ; and 
•* you muft never expeft from my Lord 
'* Montreville, or the Mowbray-Delamere 
*^ family, either countenance, or fuppoit, 
^* or protection. 

*' Now, Mifs Mowbray, your anfwer. 
'* The proposition cannot admit of delibe- 
^* ration, or doubt, or hefitation, and my 
•* Lord cxpefts it by me," 

The prefence of mind which a very ex- 
cellent underftanding and a very innocent 
heart gave to Emmeline, was never more 
rcquifite than on this occafion. The rude 
and peremptory manner of the fpeaker; 
the dreadful alternative of Rochely on one 
iSde, and indigence on the other, thus 
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iuddenly and unexpcdtedly brought before 
her; was altogether fo overcoming, that (h^ 
could not for a moment coUeft her fpirits 
enough to fpeak at all. She fighed ; but ■ 
her agitation was too great for tears ; and 
at length fummoning all her courage, (he 
replied— 

*' My Lord Montreville, Sir, would 
'' have been kinder, had he delivered him- 
'* felf his wiflies and commands. Such, 
'* however, as I now receive them, they 
require no deliberation. / will not marry 
Mr. Rochely, tho' inftead of the fortune 
you defcribe, he could offer me the 
world. — Lord Montreville may abandon 
me, but hcjball not make me wretched. 
Tell him therefore. Sir," (her fpirit rofe 
as fhe fpoke) " that the daughter of his 
" brother, unhappy as fhe is, yet boafts 
^^ that noblenefs of mind which her father 
" poffefled, and difclaims the mercenary 
« views of becoming, from pecuniary irio- 
** tives, the wife of a man whom (he can- 
^^ not either love or efteem. Tell him too, 
" that if (he iiad not inherited a (brong 

N 3 '-'^ ^^^^ 
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** fcnfc of honour, of which at leaft hot 
*' birth does not deprive her, (he might 
*' now have been the wife of Mr, Dela-^ 
** mere, and independant of his Lordfhip's 
authority ; and it is improbable, that one 
who has facrificed fo much to integrity, 
(hould now be compelled by threats of 
indigence to the bafeft of all aftions, 
that of felling her perfon and her happi- 
nefs for a fubfiftence. I beg that you^ 
^* 5ir, who feem to have delivered Lord 
*** Montreville*s meffage with fuch fcrupu- 
^^ lous exa^tncfs, will take the trouble to 
** be as precife in my anfwer ; and that his 
*^ Lordfliip will confider it as final/* 

Having faid this, with a firmnefs of 
voice and manner which refentment, as 
well as a noble pride, fupplied ; (he arofe, 
curtfeyed compofedly to Sir Richard, and 
went out of tlie room ; leaving the unfuc- 
cefsful ambaflador aftoniflied at that ftrength 
of mind, and dignity of manner, which 
be did not expert in fo yoyng a woman, 
and fomewhat mortifiedj that his mafculine 
eloquence, on which he was accuftomed 

to 
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to pride himfelf, and which he thought 
generally luianfvverable, had fo entirely fal- 
kn (hort of the effed he expefted* ^ 

Unwilling however to return to Lord 
Montreville without hopes of fuccefs, he 
thought he might obtain at leaft fome in- 
formation from Mrs. Aftiwood of the like- 
Ueft means to move iKr untradlable and 
high-fpirited friend. He therefore rang 
the bell, and defired to fpeak with that 
lady. But as (he was not yet returned from 
the houfe of her father, where a family 
meeting was held to infpefk his will, Sir 
Richard feilcd of attcmpdng to fecure her 
a^icy; and was obliged, however, reluc* 
tantly, to depart, 

Emmeline^ whofe command of herfelf 
was exerted with too much violence not to 
ftiake her whole frame with it*s eflfeds, no 
fooner reached her own chamber than (he 
found all her courage gone, and a violent 
paflion of tears fucceeded. 

Her deep convulfive fighs reached tlie 
cars of Mifs Galton, who entered the room> 

N 4 and 
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ajad began; in the common mode of confo- 
lation, firft to enquire why (he wept ? 

Emmeline anfwered only by weeping the 
more. 

Mifs Galton enquired if that gentleman 
was Lord Montrcville. 

Emmeline was unable to reply 5 and Mifs 
Galton finding no gratification to her cu- 
riofity, which, mingled with envious ma- 
lignity, had long been her ruling paflion, 
was obliged to quit the unhappy Emme- 
line ; which was indeed the only favour ftie 
could do her. 

The whole morning had paffed before 
Mifs Mowbray was able to come down 
ftairs, and when (he did, her languor and 
dejeftion were exceflive. Mifs Galton 
Only dined with her ; if it might be called 
dining, for (he eat nothing; but juft as 
the cloth was removed, a coach flopped, 
and Mrs. Alhwood appeared, led by her 
brother, Mr. StaflTord. 

Emmeline, who had not very lately heard 
from her beloved friend, now eagerly en- 
quired after her, and learned that the illnefs 

of 
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of one of her children had, togedier with 
her being far advanced in her pregnancy, 
prevented her coming to London with Mr. 
Stafford; who, tho* fummoned thither im- 
mediately on his father's death, had only 
arrived the evening before ;, the meffenger 
that went, having mifTed him at his own 
houfe, and having been obliged to follow 
him into Dorfetfliire. 

He delivered to Mifs Mowbray a letter 
from Mrs. Stafford, with which Emmeline, 
eager to read it, retired— 
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Truft me, Emmeline, no abatement 
in my tender regard, has occafioned my 
omitting to write to you : but anxiety of 
** mind fo great^ as to deprive me of all 
power to attend to any thing but it's im-» 
mediate objedt. Your poor little friend 
Harry, who looked fo much recovered, 
** and fo full of health and fpirits, when 
** you left him at Swanfea, was three weeks 
^* ago feized again with one of thofe fevers 
*^ to which he has fo repeatedly been liable, 
^ and for many days his life appeared to 

N 5^ */ bft. 
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** be in the moft immediate danger* Tw 
** know how fur we are from a phyfician ; 
^^ and yoy know my waxioty for this firft 
" darling of my heart ; judge then, my 
*^ Emmeline, of the miferaMe hours I have 
known, between hope and fear, and the 
ileeplefs nights I have pafled at the bed 
fide of my fuffering cherub ; and in my 
^y prefent date I doubly feel all this anxiety 
" and fatfgue, and am very much ctfher- 
** wife than well. But of myfelf I think 
** not, fince Harry is out of danger, and 
Dr. Farnaby thinks will foon be entirely 
rcftored ; but be is ftill fo very weak, 
that I never quit him even a moment. 
*^ The reft of my children are well ; and all 
who are capable of recoUeftion, remem- 
ber and love you* 
" And now, my dear Mifs Mowbray, as 
" the vifitors who have been with me 
" ever fince my return from Swanfea, are 
** happily departed and no others expefted, 
^^ and as Mr. Stafford will be engaged in 
** town almdl all the winter, in confequence 
*< of his father*s death, will you not come to 

" me? 
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••^ me ? Tou only can alleviate and (hare a 
** thoufand anxieties that pray on my fpU 

fits ; y9U only can fwreeten the hour of 

my confinement, which will happen in 
^^ January ; and before 7^« only I can figh 
** at liberty and be forgiven. 

" Ah ! Emmeline— the death of Mr. 
** Stafford's father, far from producing fatis- 
*^ faftion as increafing our fortune, brings 
*' to me only regret and forrow. He loved 
^' me with great afFeftion; and I owe him 
•* a thoufand obligations. The family will 
*^ have reafon to regret his lofs ; tho' the 
«* infirmities of the latter part of his life 
*^ were not much alleviated by their atten- 
•* dance or attention. 

** Come to me, Emmeline, if poffible ; 
** come, if you can, with Mr, Stafford ; 
^* or if he is detained long in town, come 
♦< without him. I will fend my poft-chaife 
** to meet you at Bafingftokc. Lord Mon- 
!♦ ttevillc cannot objeft to it ; and Dela- 
^* mete, whom you have never mentioned, 
** has, I conclude, ; given way to the 
•* peremptory commands of his father, 

N 6 " m^ 
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" and has determined to forget my Emme- 
** line. 

" Is it then probable any one can forget 
^' her ? I know not of what the volatile 
^^ and thoughdcfs Delamere may be capti- 
*^ ble ; but I know that of all things it 
** would be the mod impofljble to her truly 
^^ attached and afieftionate, 

** C. Stafford/* 

JVooifidd^ Nov. 30. 

This letter gave great relief to the mind 
of the dejefted Emmeline. That her firft 
and dcarcft: friend, opened at this painful 
crifis her confolatory bofom to receive and 
pity her ; and that (he fhould have the power 
to (hare her fatigue, ai^d leffen the weight 
of her anxiety during the flow recovery of 
her child ; feemcd to be confiderations which 
foftened all the anguilh (he had endured 
during the day. 

She was however too much ^ifordered 
to go down to tea ; ^nd told Mrs* Alhwood, 
whp civilly came up to enquire after her, 

that 
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that (he had a violent pain in her head and 
would go to bed. 

Mrs. Aftiwood, full of her increafed for- 
tune, and bufied in ftudying to make her 
deep mourning as becoming as poffible, 
let her do as (he would, and thought no 
more about her. 

She had therefore time to meditate at 
leifure on her wayward fate ; and fome fur- 
prize that Delamere had not appeared the 
whole day, mingled itfelf with her reflec- 
tions. • 

Poor Delamere was not to blame. Lord 
Montreville had fent to him very early in 
the morning to defire to fee him for five 
minutes on bufinefs of confequence. 

Delamere, who from what had pafled the 
evening before had indulged, during the 
night, the fondeft dreams of happinefs, 
obeyed the fummons not without fbme 
hopes that he (hould hear all his favourable 
prefages confirmed. When he came, how- 
ever, his father waving all difcourfe that 
related to Enuneline or himfelf, affedted to 
confult him on a propofal he had received 

for 
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for lu3 ddcft filter, which the family were 
difpofed to promote ; and after detaining 
him as long as he could on this and on 
other fubjeds, he defired him to fend to his 
lodg^uEig$ for Miliefleur, and to drefs as ex* 
peditioufly as poifihle, in c»:der to accom^ 
pany him to dine at Lord DomockV, a 
Scoitiib nobleman, with whom his Lord- 
(hip was deeply engaged in the depending 
nefgoctttioa with Miniflry;^and who was 
at his feat, about nine miles from London. 

Delamere reluftantly engaged in fuch a 
|)arty. But however (hort his father's dif- 
coxirfe fell of what he hoped, he yet deter- 
mined to get the better of his repugnance 
and obey him ; dill flattering himfelf that 
Lord Montreville would Ic^ to the fiibjedk 
aettreft his hea»t, or that in the couriV of the 
4aiy he (hoiild at leaft have an opportunity 
oC iritroduding it. 

They therefore fct out together, on the 
inoft amicable terais, in Lord Montreville'i 
f oach. But as they had taken up on their 
Wity a getftleman who held a place under 
L^d Doraock, his prefence prevented any 

converfation 
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eonver&tion but on general fubjefb^ dining 
their flioitjouniey. 

The dinna: pafled as fuch dinners gene- 
rally do— too much in the fecret to touch 
on politics, all fuch difcourfc was carefully 
avoided at the table of Lord Domock. 

In literature they had no refource ; a|id 
therefore the converfation chiefly turned oil 
the pleailire they were then enjoying, that 
of the luxuries of the table. Thfey deter- 
mined on the merits of the venifon of the 
paft feafon ; fettled what was the beft way 
of preparing certain dilhes; and wh<^ 
domain produced the moft exquifite mate- 
rials for others. And on thefe topics a fa- 
cicty of cooks could not have more 
learnedly defcanted. 

Delamere, not yet of an age to be ini- 
tiated into the noble fcience of eating, and 
4mong whofe ideas of happinefs the dc^ 
lights of gratifying his palate had not yet 
been numbered, heard them with impa^ 
tience and difguft. 

He was obliged, however, to ftay while 
the wines were criticifed as eloquently as 

the 
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the meats had been ; and to endure a long 
harangue from the mailer of the houfe, 
coie r9ii^ and lacryma Cbrifti; and after 
the elder part of the company had adjufted 
their various merits and fwallowed a fuffi- 
cient quantity, the two noblemen retired to 
ft private conference; and Delamere, obliged 
to move into a circle of infipid women, 
took refuge in cards, which he detefted al- 
moft as much as the entertainment he had 
juft quitted. 

The hours, however, flowly wore away, 
^ and his: patience was almofl exhaufled. 
Soon after ten o'clock he ventured to 
fend to his father, to know whether he was 
ready to return to town ? But he received 
a meflage in reply, ** that he had deter- 
** mined to ftay all night/' 

Vexed and angry, Delamere began to 
>ftjfpedt that his father had fomc defign in 
thus detaining him at a diftance from Em- 
meline ; and fired by indignation at this 
idea, equally fcoming to fubmit to reftraint, 
or to be detained by finefTe, he difengaged 
himfelf from the card^table, fetched his hat, 

and 
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and without fpeaking to any body, walked 
to the next village, where he got into a 
poft-chaife and was prefently in London. 
But as it was almoft twelve o'clock, he for- 
bore to vifit Emmeline that night. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



AS foon as there was any probability 
of Emmeline*s being vifible the next 
morning, Delamere was at Clapham. 

The fervant of whom he enquired for her, 
told him, that Mifs Mowbray had not yet 
rung her bell, and that as it was later than 
her ufual hour, (he was afraid it was owing 
to her being ill. 

Alarmed at this intelligence, Delamere 
eagerly queftioned her further ; and learned 
that die preceding morning, a gentleman 
who had never been there before, had 

beocL 
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been to fee Mifs Mowbray, and had ftaid 
with her about three quarters of an hour, 
during which he had talked very loud ; and 
that after he was gone, ihe had haltened 
to her own room, crying fadly, and had 
feemed very much vexed the whole day after- 
wards. That when fhe went to bed, which 
was early in the evenings (he had fighed 
bitterly, and faid (he was not well. The 
fervants, won by the fweetnefs and humanity 
with which Emmeline treated them, all 
feemed taconfider her health and happinefs 
as their own concern ; and the girl who 
delivered this intelligence to Delamerc . 
had been very much ^about her, and knowing 
her better, loved her more than the others. 
Delamere could not doubt the truth of 
diis account ; yet he could not conje6hire 
who the ftranger could be, in whofe power 
it was thus to diftrefs Emmeline. But 
dreading leaft fome fcheme was in agitation 
to take her from him, he fat in infupport^ 
able anxiety *till fhe fhould fummons the 
maid. 

Her mufic book lay open on a piano 

forte 



THE ORPHAN OF THE CASTLE. 283 

forte in the breakfaft parlour. A fong 
which he had a few days before defired her 
to learn, as being one which particularly 
charmed him, feemed to have been juft 
copied into it, and he fancied the notes and 
the writing were executed with more than 
her ufual elegance. Under it was a little 
forte feuille of red morocco. Delamerc 
took it up. It was untied ; and two or 
three fmall tinted drawings fell out. He 
faw the likenefs of Mrs. Stafford, done 
from memory ; one yet more ftriking of 
his fjfter Augufta; and two or three un- 
finifhed refemblances of perfons he did not 
know, touched with lefs fpirit than the 
other two. A piece of filver- paper doubled 
together enclofed another ; he opened it- 
it was a drawing of himfelf, done with a 
pencil, and flightly tinged with a crayon ; 
ftrikingly like ; but it feemed unfiniflied, 
and fomewhat effaced • 
' Tho' among fo many other portraits, 
this could not be confidered as^ a very flat- 
tering diftindtion, Delamere, on feeing it, 
was not mafter of his tranfports. He now 



••y 
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believed Emmeline (whom he could never 
induce to own that her partiality for him 
exceeded the bounds of friendfliip) yet 
chcrifhed in her heart a pafiion (he would 
not avow. 

While he was indulging thefe fanguine 
and delicious hopes, he heard a bell ring, 
and flew to «iquire if it was that of Emme- 
line ? 

The maid who crofled the hall to attend 
it's fummons, told him it was. 

He ftepped fbftly up flairs behind the 
fervant, and waited at the door of the 
chamber while ftie went in. 

To the queftion, from the maid, ^^ how 
^* (he did?" Emmeline anfwered, ^ much 
'' better." 

** Mr. Delamere is here, Madam, and 
^^ begs to know whether he may fee you ?'* 

Emmeline had expeded him all the day 
before, and was not at all furprized at his 
doming now. But (he knew not what fhd 
(hould fay to him. To diflimulate was to her 
almofl impoflible ; yet to tell him what had 
pafTed between her and Sir Richard Crofts 
♦ was 
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was to create diffentions of the moft alarm* 
ing nature between him and his father ; for 
(he knew Delamere would immediately and 
warmly refent the harflinefs of Lord Mon- 
treville. 

She could not however determine to 
avoid feeing Delamere ; and (he thought 
his Lordfliip was not entitled to much con- 
iideration^ after the indelicate and needlefs 
fliock he had given her,- by employing the 
peremptory, infolent, and unfeeling Sir 
Richard Crofts, 

After a moment's hefitation, (he told 
Nanny -co let Mr. Delamere know that as 
• foon as (he was drefled (he would be with 
him in the parlour. 

Delamere, who heard the meffage, 
ftepped fofdy down flairs, replaced the 
drawingiy and waited the entrance of Em- 
meline; who neither requiring or accuflom- 
ing herfidf^to borrow any advantage from 
art or ornament, was foon drelTed in her 
ufual fimple undrefs. 

But to give fome appearance of truth to 
what (he intended to alledge, a cold, in 
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cxcufe for her fwoUen eyes and languid 
looks^ (he wrapt a gauze hood over her head, 
and tied a black ribband round her throat ; 
for tho* (he could not wholly conceal the 
truth from Deiamere, (he wifhed to pre- 
vent his feeing how much it had alFedted 
her. 

When (he entered the room, Deiamere^ 
who was at the door to meet her, was 
aftoni(hed at the alteration he faw in her 
covmtenance. 

*^ You are ill, Emmeline?" faid he, 
taking her hand. 

" I am not quite well-^I have a violent 
^' cold coming/' 

^* A cold !** eagerly anfwered Deiamere, 
^* you have been crying— who was the 
** perfon who called on you yeftarday ?*' 

It was now in vain to attempt conceal- 
ment if (he had intended it. 

^^ He did not tell me his name, for our 
** convcrfation was very (hort; but his 
*' fervants told thofe of Mrs. A(hwood 
*' that his name is Sir Richard Crofts."' 

'' And 



THE ORPHAN OF THE CAtTLE. 287 

^* And what bufinefs could Sir Richard 
*^ Crofts poflibly have with you ?" 

Emmeline related the cbnverfation with 
great fidelity and without comment, 

Delamere had hardly patience to hear her* 
out* He protefted he would immediately 
go to Sir Richard Crofts, and not onlyftjrce 
him to apologize ft>r what had pafled, but 
promife never again to interfere between 
Lord Montreville and his family. 

From executing this violent meafure, 
Emmeline by earneft entreaty diverted 
him. 

She had not yet recovered the fhock 
given her by the unwelcome interview of 
the preceding day ; and tho' fhe had a very 
excellent conftitution, her fenfibility of* 
mind was fo great, that when (he fufFered 
any poignant uneafinefs, it immediately af- 
fefted her frame. In the prefent ftate of 
her fpirits, Ihe could not hear Delamere*s 
vehement and paffionate exclamations with- 
out tears ; and when he faw how much (he 
was hurt, he commanded himfelf ; fpoke 
more calmly j and by a rapid tranfition from 
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rage to tendemefs, he wept alfo, and bathed 
her hands \^ith his tears. 

He was not without hopes that this laft 
effort of Lord Monxreville would effedb a 
change in his favour ; and he pleaded again 
for an elopement with the warmeft elo- 
quence of love. 

But Emmeline, tho* (he felt all' the- force 
of his arguments, had ftill the courage to 
refift them ; and all he could obtain from 
her was a renewal of her former promife, 
neither to leave Mrs. Afhwood unknown to 
him or to conceal the place of her refi- 
dence ; to confent to fee him wherever (he 
fliould be, and pofitively to rejedt Mr, 
Rochely*s offer. 

In return, fhe expefted from Delamerc 
fome conceffions which nothing but the 
fight of her uneafinefs woiild have induced 
him to grant— At length (he perfuaded him 
to promife that he would not infuit Sir 
Richard Crofts, or commit any odier ra(h- 
nefs which might irritate Lord Montre 
ville. 

Nothing was a fbronger proof of the deep 
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root which his paffion had taken in his 
heart, than the influence Emmeiinc had 
obtained over his ungovernable and violent 
fpirit, hitherto unufed to contrpul, and ac- 
cuftomcd from his infancy to exert over his 
own family the moft boundlefs defpotifm. 

Emmeline, tranquillized and confoled by 
his proniifes, then entreated him to go v as 
the ftate of Mrs. Afhwood^s family made 
vifitors improper. In this, too, he obeyed her. 
And as foon as he was gone, Emmeline fat 
^own to write to Mrs. Stafford, related 
briefly what had lately happened, and told 
her, that as foon as Lord Montrcville could 
be induced to fettle fomc yearly fum for 
her fupport, (which notwithftanding his 
threats (he dill thought he would do, on 
condition of her engaging never, without 
his confent, to many Delamerei) (he would 
fet out for Woodfieid, 

Lord Montreville, abforbed in politics 
and in a negociation with miniftry, had, on 
the evening wlien he and his fon were at 
L^ord Domock^s, ibrgotten die impatient 
temper aiuS partkuliur fituacion of Delao^ere. 

YaL.U Q Vi^^ 
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His non appearance at fupper occafioned 
an enquiry, and it was found be had left 
the hoiife. It was too late for Lord Mon- 
treville to /oUow him that night, and 
would, indeed, have been ufelefs; but early 
the next morning he was in Berkley fquare, 
where he heard nothing of his fon, 

Ke received a letter from Sir Richard 
Crofts, relating the ill (uccefs of his em- 
baffy; but adding, that he would bring » 
Rochely to his Lord(hip the next day, to 
confider together what was next to be done. 
A letter alfo foon after arrived from L.ac;iy 
Montreville, to let his Lordlhip know that 
herfclf and her daughter, with Lady Maiy 

and Mifs Otley, were coming to town the 
next evening, 

Delamere, the tumult of whofe fpirits 
was too great immediately to fubfide, took, 
for the firft time inh\i iifei fornre pains to 
conquer their violence, in confideration of 
Emmeline, . 

He fent his Servants to Berkley Iquare, 
to enquire among the domeftics what had. 
palT^* , He thence learned thar his faiber 
.. ' V i . had 
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had returned in the morning from Lord 
Dornock's in very ill humour, and that his 
mother was expected in town. An inter- 
view with either, would, he was conf cious, 
only be the occafion of that dillention he 
had promifed Emmeline to avoid. His 
mother, he knew, came to town determined 
to keep no terms with him ; and that fhe 
would inceflantly harrafs him with re- 
proaches or teize him with entreaties. He 
therefore determined to avoid entirely all 
converfation with both; and after a (liort 
refledlion on the bed means to do fo, he 
ordered Millefleur to difcharge the lodg- 
ings; told him and his other t a'o fervants 
that he was going out of town, and Ihould 
not take either them or his horfes; there- 
fore would have them go to Berkley fquare, 
and wait there his return. He bade his 
valet tell Lord Montreville that he Ihould 
be abfent ten days, or a fortnight. Then 
ordering an hackney coach, he diredled it 
to drive to Weftminfter Bridge, as if he 
meant there to take poft. Inftead of which 
ke difmiffcd it at the end of Bridge ftreet ; and 

waJking: 
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walking over to the Surry fide, he prefently 
provided himfelf with lodgings under the 
ttamc of Mr. Ofwald, a geatlenfian juft 
come from Ireland ; and all U'aces af Mr. 
Delamere were loft. 
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